
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
January 11, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Doug Rich called the January 11, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory 
Board (NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse 
Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chairs Doug Rich and Denise Dailey, Michelle Buncke 

(Youth Member), Benjamin Clark, Craig Stephens, Kara 
Warner, and Stephanie Wagner 

Members excused / absent: None 
Council Liaison: Bill Tierney 
Guest(s): None 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner; Jordan 

Wheeler, Management Analyst 
 
Announcements 
The next Styrofoam recycling event was January 21.   
Mike Buck had asked if the NRAB planned to follow up on his December presentation regarding 
a water project staging area.  The Board discussed Mr. Buck’s inquiry.  Ms. Christenson advised 
she was about to review the delineation in the water project’s application.  The group discussed 
weighing in before the DRC hearing.   
Public Comment 
None 
Approval of Minutes 
Co-chair Rich moved to approve the Minutes of August 18, 2011 as amended by Co-chair 
Dailey.  Craig Stephens seconded the motion and it passed 7:0.   
Co-chair Rich moved to approve the Minutes of September 21, 2011 as amended by the Board.  
Kara Warner seconded the motion and it passed 6:0:1.  Ms. Wagner abstained.   
Review City Council Rolling Agenda 
Mr. Wheeler reported the City Council was about to hear the ball fields report; consider a 
proposal related to isolated tree groves; and hear a report from the Sensitive Lands Council 
Work Group.  
Introduction of New Youth Member 
The NRAB welcomed new member Michelle Buncke, who was a junior at Lakeridge High 
School.   



City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
January 11, 2012 

Page 2 of 3 

 

 
Finalize 2012 goals 
City boards and commissions were to present their 2012 goals the following week.  The NRAB 
examined and refined a draft 2012 goals document the staff and Co-chairs had worked on.  
During the discussion they generally agreed that a natural areas vision statement was to be the 
basis for developing plans to protect natural resources in City parks and natural areas.  They 
generally agreed to advocate for continued application of the Natural Step Framework as the 
guiding principle of the Comprehensive Plan update process.   
The Board considered a goal to weigh in on City efforts with resource impacts.  They asked 
Councilor Tierney to update them on the status of the streetcar project.  He explained the reality 
was that the streetcar was not going to happen because the partners had no money to commit 
to it and the issue was too divisive in the community.  The next steps were that the City Attorney 
was going to advise the Council about how to withdraw and preserve the right-of-way and the 
City would need a “plan B” for Foothills.  The Board agreed to list the following City efforts under 
this goal:  Foothills; the development code audit; the parks site disposition policy; the water 
project; the wastewater master plan and the stormwater code revision; and the TSP update.   
The NRAB considered a goal to provide support for City environmental programs. One of the 
sub-goals was to advocate for conservation and preservation of natural resources based on a 
watershed approach by participating in multi-stakeholder watershed partnerships.  Ms. Wagner 
advised there were three watershed councils that affected Lake Oswego: Tualatin, Tryon Creek 
and Oswego Lake.  Ms. Christenson advised there had not been enough applications for the 
neighborhood enhancement grant program for street trees.  The deadline for applications had 
been extended through January.  The Board made supporting the grant program a sub-goal.  
Ms. Christenson related the Parks and Recreation Department would ask for $75,000 in the 
next budget for invasive plants removal and another $75,000 the following year.   
The group considered what position(s) to ask to be funded.  The current arborist was a contract 
arborist.  The City already employed a full time park ranger.  The natural area coordinator 
position had been eliminated.  Suggestions were a city forester, a watershed coordinator, an 
erosion control position and a volunteer coordinator.  One member understood the Planning 
Department already planned to ask for a watershed coordinator.  The Board planned to get 
feedback from the Parks and Recreation and Planning Department directors regarding what the 
proposed invasive species removal budget was and whether the watershed coordinator position 
was going to be proposed to be full or half time.  They anticipated that the new position would 
apply for Metro grants and work on projects with the watershed councils.   
The Board discussed whether the drafted amount of $75,000 for invasive species removal was 
enough.  Councilor Tierney related that the City Council was going to discuss what to do with 
surplus funds from last year’s budget.  He suggested that money could be used for a higher 
level, multi-year removal plan.  Mr. Stephens cautioned that it should not allow use of toxic 
chemicals.  The Board generally agreed to ask the Council for more funding for a higher level, 
multi-year program.   
The NRAB planned to circulate the revised draft among the members after the Co-chairs talked 
to the department directors and met once again with Ms. Christenson.  Then the Co-chairs were 
to present it to the City Council.   
Recruitment Update 
The staff advised there were three open positions to be filled.  Current City practice was that 
members whose term limits were expiring could stay on a board until replacements were found.  
A majority of the board members had to reside in the City, but some could reside outside the 
City limits, but inside the Urban Services Boundary.  Interviews would likely be scheduled as 
soon as the recruitment period closed.  Co-chair Rich encouraged board members to reach out 
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to potential new board members.  Ms. Christenson offered to provide them with a draft 
recruitment letter. 
*Councilor Tierney left the meeting. 
NRAB participation in the Comprehensive Plan Community Summit on Inspiring Places 
and Spaces 
This summit was in two weeks.  Co-chair Rich encouraged members to attend and serve as a 
resource for the other participants.  Ms. Christenson advised that Healthy Ecosystems would be 
the topic at an upcoming summit.   
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled on February 8, 2012.  There being no other business Co-chair 
Rich adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 
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