
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
September 12, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Kara Warner called the September 12, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources 
Advisory Board (NRAB) to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 
4101 Kruse Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chair Craig Stephens, Heidi Schrimsher, Greg McMurray, 

Todd Van Rysselberghe, and Michelle Buncke (Youth Member) 
Members excused / absent: Co-Chair Kara Warner, Benjamin Clark, and Roger Hennagin 
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan (not present) 
Guest(s): Morgan Holen and Ed Brockman 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and David 

Gilbey, Water Quality Program Coordinator 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
City Council Update 
Ms. Christenson stated that the Council did not meet in August.  She said that on September 25 
they would have a study session on the draft Luscher Area Master Plan layout, and on October 
9 they may consider potential updates to the Sensitive Lands program.  
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
Mr. McMurray moved to approve the Minutes of March 14, 2012

 

 as written.  Co-chair Stephens 
seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 

Overview of the Lake Oswego Watershed Health Index 
Mr. Gilbey gave the Board a fact sheet about the Watershed Health Index and explained how it 
worked.  He said that the City’s stormwater permit included provisions that required the City to 
summarize its water quality monitoring data for the public.  The Watershed Health Index would 
communicate water quality information to the public and the City Council and would help the 
City prioritize water quality-related projects. 
Mr. Gilbey explained that the Watershed Health Index included scores for water quality 
condition, physical/riparian condition, and biologic condition.  He stated that indexing is 
inherently subjective, but that the scores were based on DEQ’s water quality index and state 
water quality standards.  Mr. Gilbey explained that the biology scores were rather low because 
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the streams are situated in an urban area; scores were higher for upstream areas, and 
aggregate scores for developed areas were lower than those in natural settings.  The 
information collected would assist the City with collaborating with other entities; prioritizing 
projects so the worst problems could be fixed first; and making improvements to watershed 
health. 
Mr. Gilbey stated that one area where the City needed help was promoting partnerships to 
collect missing data and complete the scores.  There were additional monitoring sites where 
volunteers could help collect data.  Mr. Gilbey said the City would like to fill in the gaps in the 
data before publishing the index on the website and making it public. 
 
Ms. Buncke left the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Review of the Invasive Tree Species Removal Permit Process 
Ms. Holen, the City’s contract arborist, provided an overview of the invasive tree species 
removal permit process and an analysis of how the process was working. 
Ms. Holen explained that in December 2011, the City Council approved amendments to the 
Tree Code to allow trees listed as invasive species to be removed with a no-fee permit issued 
over the counter.  A list of 12 tree species known to be invasive in the region was adopted, and 
a new invasive species guide book was produced.  Ms. Holen explained that a complete permit 
application must include a form listing the applicant’s name, address, and signature, as well as 
the quantity, species, and size of the trees they wanted to remove.  Applications must also 
include a site plan with the location of the trees to be removed and the location of replacement 
trees when mitigation is required.  Finally, the application must include photographs that 
positively identify the species being removed, so staff can determine if the tree was actually an 
invasive species. 
Permit application data was collected over an eight-month period and was analyzed for this 
presentation.  From December 15, 2011 through August 15, 2012, there were 114 approved 
applications for the removal of 300 invasive trees.  Applications were received to remove 11 of 
the 12 species listed as invasive; none of the applications were for sycamore maple.  Most of 
the trees were between five and 18 inches in diameter.  Of the 300 trees permitted to be 
removed, mitigation was only required for 12 trees - eight trees that were located in six rights-of-
way; one that was located in a protected tree grove; and three that were located in protected 
stream corridors.  Ms. Holen said that City staff noted there were additional inquiries about 
invasive tree removals that did not result in permit applications, because staff was able to 
determine that the trees were not invasive. 
Ms. Holen spent a total of 28 hours during the eight-month period visiting sites to verify tree 
species, giving presentations, and documenting the application information.  In general, the 
permit process had been easy for the public to use and efficient for staff to administer, and a 
majority of comments about the process had been positive.  The species identification guide 
had been especially helpful according to comments received.  The application process helped 
ensure that only invasive species were removed, and the site plan requirement was working to 
help staff confirm if mitigation was required.   
Ms. Holen made the following recommendations for the invasive tree species removal permit 
process: 

• Continue the process as developed. 
• Permits should always be reviewed before being deemed complete. 
• Staff should not hesitate to ask for photographs or a site visit if there is not enough 

information provided in the application. 
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• Staff should continue to utilize the contract arborist to verify photographs that are 
questionable.  

• The contract arborist would review the applications on a quarterly basis to enter data, 
keep records of questionable applications, and talk to staff about any concerns. 

• The contract arborist would conduct refresher workshops for staff twice a year. 
• The contract arborist would provide annual reports to NRAB for review to make sure the 

process is working easily and efficiently, and also working well to make sure only 
invasive species are being removed. 

• The City would promote the option to submit applications electronically. 
Ms. Holen asked if there were any recommendations or concerns.  Co-chair Stephens moved 
to approve Ms. Holen’s recommendations and refer them to the City Council as presented.  Mr. 
McMurray seconded the motion and it passed 5-0. 
 
Review of Proposed Property Trade on Washington Court 
Mr. Brockman, a real estate broker with Windermere Bridgeport Realty Group, provided an 
overview of a proposed property trade on Washington Court.  Mr. Brockman explained that he 
had been discussing the potential development of a private property on Washington Court with 
the City, and he learned that the City would like to see an existing path go through the property 
to provide public access to an isolated park property.  They began to discuss a potential 
property trade, which would provide a protected tree corridor along Boones Ferry Road. 
The proposal was to trade a 15,000 sq. ft. section of private property that abuts Boones Ferry 
Road with a 13,000 sq. ft. piece of adjacent City-owned property.  The trade could result in the 
creation of a loop trail, which would benefit the public.  Mr. Brockman was asked who would 
install the path and explained that it was negotiable with the City Council.  Other details would 
be determined if the proposal moved forward; NRAB was the first meeting Mr. Brockman had 
attended.  Mr. Brockman explained that the City Attorney thought there would need to be an 
appraisal of both properties.  Once the swap was completed, a zone change would have to 
occur, which could take six months.  Mr. Brockman said that the process was a little involved, 
but it would not be an impediment to the trade.  He said that Parks Director Kim Gilmer 
supported the proposal. 
Mr. Brockman asked for input from NRAB that he could take back to the developer and the City.  
NRAB members said they thought that the proposal would allow the City to protect more trees 
and provide access to an isolated park, and that the path and the trees would benefit property 
values.  NRAB’s recommendation was to support the proposal at this juncture.  The Board 
recognized that more input may be needed as the process moved forward, and they asked to be 
able to comment again at that time. 
 
Announcements from the Board and City Staff 
Co-chair Stephens asked if there were any objections about removing ivy at Woodmont Park; if 
not, he would move the project forward and begin to recruit volunteers.  The objective for the 
project was to clear all of the ivy from the park and then keep it maintained with volunteers. 
Ms. Schrimsher said that she and Gregory Monahan from the Sustainability Advisory Board 
(SAB) would be meeting with the Mayor on Friday to talk about Luscher Farm.  Ms. Schrimsher 
was concerned about the proposal to create more community gardens at Luscher Farm, which 
the Parks Department was recommending because the public outreach indicated that more 
community gardens were needed.  However, the Parks Plan 2025 stated that community 
gardens would be built around the city.  Ms. Schrimsher explained that Luscher Farm is the 
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farthest place to drive for many residents.  Ms. Schrimsher also expressed concern about how 
quickly the planning process was moving forward. 
 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for October 10, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-
chair Stephens adjourned the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


