
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
October 10, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Kara Warner called the October 10, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory 
Board (NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse 
Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chair Kara Warner, Co-chair Craig Stephens, Heidi 

Schrimsher, Greg McMurray, and Todd Van Rysselberghe 
Members excused / absent: Benjamin Clark, Roger Hennagin, and Michelle Buncke (Youth 

Member) 
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan  
Guest(s): None 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner; Josh 

Robertson, Associate Engineer; and Erica Rooney, Assistant 
City Engineer 

 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
City Council Update 
Councilor Jordan said that the Council reviewed the Luscher Area Master Plan and decided 
they were going to move forward.  There will be further review as it continues through the 
planning process. 
The Parks Department provided a policy to the Council regarding disposition of parks property.  
The Council agreed with the policy and will use it going forward. 
Councilor Jordan said the Council was moving forward with consideration of an alternative 
natural resource protection program that would remove all Sensitive Lands regulations from 
private residential properties.  The Mayor and Councilor Kehoe planned to meet with Metro to 
discuss and receive feedback on the proposed approach. 
 
Overview of the Wastewater Master Plan 
Ms. Rooney said that the City has 22 wastewater collection basins and that approximately 88% 
of Lake Oswego’s wastewater goes to the Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant and 12% 
goes to Clean Water Services’ Durham Advanced Wastewater Treatment Facility.  There are 
over 1,000,000 linear feet of wastewater pipeline in the city.   
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Ms. Rooney explained that the last Wastewater Master Plan was completed in 1989.  Since the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan is undergoing a major update, there is a requirement to prepare a 
public facilities plan for water, wastewater, and stormwater facilities.  Regulations have 
changed, and even though the population has not changed drastically, the wastewater system 
has degraded over the past 25 years.  It is important to perform an assessment of where the 
City is today.  The Wastewater Master Plan is used for operating and managing the wastewater 
collection system.  It directs how to spend resources and where to focus energy and dollars.  It 
also protects the environment from raw sewage. 

The City started the process of updating the Wastewater Master Plan in 2010.  Josh Robertson, 
an Associate Engineer for the City, was selected to manage the project.  As project manager, 
he is responsible for hiring the consultant, managing the consultants, getting data together, 
managing the process, reviewing information, and developing the plan.  He also provides 
technical expertise on how the system worked.  The City hired Carollo Engineers, who are 
experts in water systems.  They are responsible for developing the report, analyzing flows, 
developing models, and identifying capital needs.   

Mr. Robertson said that the Wastewater Master Plan includes the following elements: policy and 
criteria review; flow projections; developing a model for analysis; condition assessment; 
capacity evaluation; and capital project listing.  The project included an inventory of the City’s 
major collectors – the pipes that collect wastewater in most neighborhoods and deliver it to the 
interceptor.  The majority of Lake Oswego’s infrastructure was installed in the 1960s and 70s.  
Pipe materials have a life span of about 70 years; in about 2030 most of the system will come to 
the end of its useful life.  The Wastewater Master Plan gives the City a strategic plan for 
replacement, with the most sustainable solution and the best cost.  If the City replaces a pipe 
after it fails, it costs more and just patches the system together.  The fix before failure option is 
the lowest cost, does not need interim repairs, and provides more repair options.  If pipes are 
left to failure, collapsed pipes cannot be relined.  They have to be replaced which is costlier and 
has more impact. 

Mr. Robertson explained that another key piece of the wastewater system is inflow and 
infiltration, which is when stormwater enters the sewer system through improper connections 
such as gutters, downspouts, foundation drains, and catch basins.  A lot of pipe put in 20 to 40 
years ago did not have the joint systems that they have today.  The base flows from summer 
flow monitoring is 3,000,000 gallons a day, but the flow can get as high as 30,000,000 gallons a 
day during storm events.  The options for dealing with stormwater infiltration are to build bigger 
pipes, build a treatment plant large enough to handle it, or get it out of the system. 

Mr. Robertson said that the main take-away from the Wastewater Master Plan is that the old 
system needs a lot of work and the longer the City waits the more expensive it will be.  The 
capital needs for the plan are approximately $70,000,000.  This Plan will be going to the 
Planning Commission next and then on to the City Council for a study session. 
 
Soliciting Heritage Tree Nominations 
Ms. Christenson explained that the City’s Heritage Tree Program designates individual or 
groves of Heritage Trees in order to educate the public about the value and history of the trees.  
This is a voluntary program.  If a property owner opts into the Heritage Tree Program, they 
receive a plaque and the tree is celebrated during Arbor Week.  The Heritage Tree designation 
also means that the property owner must go through a more difficult process in order to remove 
the tree in the future.  NRAB reviews the nominated trees at a public meeting in February and 
votes to designate the trees that meet the program requirements.  Only one tree has been 
nominated so far in 2012.  The arborist knows of more trees that would be good candidates, but 
if they are on private property the property owner has to agree to the nomination.  She wants to 
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know if NRAB would send a letter to three property owners in order to let them know about the 
program and encourage them to nominate their trees.  The trees identified by the arborist are a 
southern magnolia, a monkey puzzle tree, and a beech tree.  Ms. Christenson said she will get 
the addresses where the trees are located to the members so they can go look at them. 
A motion was made and seconded to have the arborist draft a letter for the Board’s 
review to inform the three tree owners that they have potential Heritage Trees on their 
property and to invite them to nominate their tree for the program.  The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
Update on the Luscher Area Master Plan Process 
Ms. Schrimsher said she would send a copy of the vision statement and draft plan to the Board 
members to illustrate recent revisions.  All of the advisory boards have come to an agreement 
about the location of the sports fields, and the community gardens and agricultural lands are 
back to their original alignment.  However, Ms. Schrimsher said that instead of putting more 
community gardens at Luscher as planned, the Parks Department needs to be putting them 
throughout the city. 
 
Updates on Other 2012 Workplan Items 
Co-chair Stephens said that in order to do the invasive species removal project at Woodmont 
Park, they need to complete a form with a description of what they intend to do.  He and Ms. 
Schrimsher will meet with Ryan Stee in order to get the form completed.  They would like to 
have spring and fall ivy removal events. 
 
NRAB Goal Setting for 2013 
This agenda item was postponed to the November meeting. 
Co-chair Warner said she would like to start the next meeting with a summary of the Sensitive 
Lands issue followed by 2013 goal setting. 
 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for November 14, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-
chair Warner adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


