
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 

April 10, 2013 

 

Call to order / Roll call 

Co-chair Craig Stephens called the April 10, 2013 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
(NRAB) to order at 6:35 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 

 

Members present: Co-chairs Craig Stephens and Kara Warner, Benjamin Clark, Gregory 
McMurray, Heidi Schrimsher, Todd Van Rysselberghe, and Ben 
Rivera (Youth Member) 

Members excused / absent: Roger Hennagin 

Council Liaison: Not present 

Guest(s): Paul Lyons and Doug McKeon, Friends of Springbrook Park 

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner 

 

Citizen Comment 

None 
 
City Council Update 

Ms. Christenson reported that on March 19 the City Council reviewed the potential revisions to the 
Sensitive Lands program. Staff shared with Council that the changes would be challenging under existing 
regional and state law. The proposed changes entailed removing the Sensitive Lands regulations from 
private property and adding new districts on public land. The Council decided to proceed with the 
proposal and take it to Metro Council. Mr. Stephens pointed out that the Council has not asked for 
comments from NRAB. Ms. Christenson said that if the Council proceeded, there would be numerous 
public hearings on the proposal. The Board discussed the appeal process and the chain of decision 
makers.  
 
Ms. Christenson said that on April 2 the Council directed staff to suspend the practice of mapping new 
Sensitive Land districts on property that annexes into the City. She shared the staff report with the 
Board. She said that the Council had also been very involved in the Comprehensive Plan process, and 
that they were concerned about some of the content of the updated plan. 
 
On May 7, the Council was scheduled to present Arbor Day Art Contest Awards. The Budget Committee 
was scheduled to meet on April 18 to review and discuss the City Manager’s budget message.  
 



City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
April 10, 2013 

Page 2 of 3 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Mr. Stephens asked for any revisions to the minutes and approved the Minutes of November 14, 2012 
as amended
 

. 

Regular Business 

Presentation from Friends of Springbrook Park 

Paul Lyons, representing Friends of Springbrook Park, announced that 2013 was the 40th anniversary of 
the bond measure that purchased 24 acres of what was now Springbrook Park. Mr. Lyons provided a 
brief history of the land, which included an old saw mill last used in the late 1950s. He reported that ivy 
was a serious problem in the forest and he was working with the Parks and Recreation Department to 
remove the ivy. He estimated two acres had been pulled by hand and another two acres were removed 
mechanically. Mr. Lyons explained that the Friends group had some financial help from the City in the 
past and raised some funds itself. He was currently working with Ryan Stee, Parks Project Manager, to 
get more involved with partnering with businesses that were looking for projects in the community. He 
asked NRAB for ideas about how to raise consciousness and increase maintenance budgets. 
 
Ms. Schrimsher shared that Mr. Stee was now meeting with all Friends groups quarterly and that a city-
wide Volunteer Coordinator position was proposed in the budget. Ms. Christenson commented that the 
Planning Department proposed creating a Resource Enhancement Grant program for restoration work in 
the community. 
 
Mr. Lyons stated that approximately 800 native trees had been planted by the Friends group and a 
nursery area was created for conifer starts. Neighbors and the City had been taking care of the new 
trees. 
 
Update on the Comprehensive Plan Process 

Ms. Christenson reported that the Comprehensive Plan process had been going on for several years. The 
City Council had preliminarily approved draft goals and policies for the following Action Areas: 
Community Culture, Complete Neighborhoods and Housing, Inspiring Spaces and Places, Economic 
Vitality, and Connected Community. The Action Areas that were still in the goals and policies 
development phase included Community Health and Public Safety, which had several subsections that 
were reviewed individually. Healthy Ecosystems had yet to get started.  
 
The new Council reported that they had been hearing concerns about the Comprehensive Plan process. 
One of the items on their Action Plan for 2013 was to expedite the completion of the Comprehensive 
Plan. This changed the timing of the review process. The Council was also looking more closely at the 
content. A study session was held, and there was a motion made that directed staff to accomplish the 
following: 

1. Remove all subject matters and policies that are not related to land use; 
2. Maintain a list of those items removed under number 1 and prepare a report on how they could 

be addressed separately; 
3. Remove policies that directed the City to increase residential densities and to add mixed uses in 

residential zones; 
4. Remove policies that may obligate the City to future actions that may have budgetary impacts; 

and 
5. Provide a tracking system so that proposed changes to the existing Comprehensive Plan can be 

clearly understood. 
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Ms. Christenson said that the motion was made and discussion occurred at a prior Council meeting, but 
a full discussion and vote on the motion was scheduled to occur on April 16. The Board members 
discussed how they could provide input and Ms. Schrimsher recommended sharing any feedback with 
Council. Ms. Warner questioned how much time the Board should spend on this proposal because 
although the topic was within the scope of NRAB, most of the Board’s recommendations were going to 
be included in the Healthy Ecosystems Action Area anyway. 
 
The Planning Commission was scheduled to have a final hearing on several Action Areas on April 22, but 
there was a question of what would be discussed at that hearing in light of the Council motion. Mr. 
Stephens said he believed that individual members of the Board or the community should share their 
thoughts with Council.  
 
Update on Proposed Revisions to the Sensitive Lands Program 

Ms. Christenson handed out an update on the revisions proposed for the Sensitive Lands program. The 
new Council decided to proceed with Option 2 as the preferred approach. Option 2 included removing 
Sensitive Lands districts from private property, adding new districts to public lands, creating new 
education programs, and offering incentives for volunteer actions. The costs of these potential changes 
were not discussed. How the Comprehensive Plan would be influenced by these proposed revisions was 
unclear, but the existing Comprehensive Plan would have to change if the Sensitive Lands districts were 
to be removed from private property. Ms. Christenson suggested that the Board would learn more when 
the Healthy Ecosystems Action Area was discussed. 
 
Overview of Integrated Pest Management Bill (HB 3364) 

Mr. Stephens handed out copies of HB 3364, a new bill on Integrated Pest Management. He said that 
there was going to be another work session held on April 16. He said that he believed the bill could be a 
model for communities and could inform the practices used by the Parks and Recreation Department. 
 
Information from the Board and City Staff 
Mr. Clark shared that he attended a daylong session on land use and related municipal issues. He 
provided copies of the presentation to the Board for their information. 
 
Ms. Warner had attended a meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee for Tyron Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and learned that a public input meeting was scheduled for April 24 at Oswego Pointe 
Club House. She also reminded the Board that elections were coming up and a new Chair was needed. 
 
Ms. Christenson shared that there would be a volunteer outreach opportunity at an Earth Day fair 
organized by a local church on Sunday April 21. 
 
Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for May 8, 2013. There being no other business, Co-chair Stephens 
adjourned the meeting at 8:43 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 


