
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
November 5, 2014 Page 1 of 3 

 

NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

November 5, 2014 

 

Chair Greg McMurray called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 
A Avenue. 

Present:  Chair Gregory McMurray, Frank Junga, James Kandell, Heidi Schrimsher, Craig 
Stephens, Sean Sweeney, Todd Van Rysselberghe, *Kavya Sreedhar. Council Liaison 
*Lauren Hughes was present.   

Staff:  Shannan Stoll, Assistant Natural Resources Planner/Staff Liaison. 

Guests: Cindy Ellison, Stephanie Wagner, Mike Buck, and others. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

None.   
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Hughes provided the Council Update. Councilor Hughes noted all of the Council activities that 
have taken place at their five meetings over the past month. The Board asked clarifying questions about 
the denial of the annexation of the property on 14061 Goodall Road, and also about the status of the 
2014 Sensitive Lands Code Amendments.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Action: Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to approve, as amended, the minutes of August 6, 2014. Mr. 
Stephens seconded the motion, and it passed 7:0:0. Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to approve, as 
amended, the minutes of September 3, 2014. Mr. Stephens seconded the motion, and it passed 5:0:1. 
Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to approve, as amended, the minutes of October 1, 2014. Ms. Schrimsher 
seconded the motion, and it passed 5:0:2. Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to approve, as amended, the 
minutes of the special meeting on October 23, 2014. Ms. Schrimsher seconded the motion, and it 
passed 6:0:1.  
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

Backyard Habitat Certification Program presentation 

Ms. Ellison of the Backyard Habitat Certification Program (BHCP) gave a presentation on the program in 
Lake Oswego. She provided a broad overview of what the program does and how many residents the 
program has worked with so far. Ms. Ellison went over the silver, gold, platinum BHCP rating system that 
certifies homes based on landscaping practices that remove invasives, utilize non-toxic methods of plant 
management, and replant with native plants that provide food and cover for wildlife. Ms. Ellison asked 
for the Board’s support in spreading the word about the program. Ms. Schrimsher said that Ms. Ellison 
should contact the Board with any ways that they can support the program.  
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Presentation and Discussion with Oswego Lake Watershed Council (OLWC) on Coordinating Natural 
Resource Protection across stakeholder groups 

Mr. Buck of the OLWC said that the watershed council is interested in coordinating efforts towards 
natural resource protection among various groups in Lake Oswego, including OLWC, NRAB, and LO 
Stewards. Ms. Wagner provided information on the importance of including ecological function as a key 
piece of the natural resource management programs and policies. She said that the OLWC is particularly 
interested in providing education and outreach opportunities to help individuals and groups better 
understand the ecological functions that watersheds serve. She and Mr. Buck said that their goal in 
coming to the NRAB is to get a conversation started about how ecological functions and values can be 
incorporated into the discussion as the Sensitive Lands program revisions are considered moving 
forward. 

Ms. Schrimsher said that she sees the watershed council’s role as a community educator as very 
important. Ms. Wagner said the OLWC offers watershed tours, youth education curriculum, and a 
watershed 101 course for adults. Ms. Wagner added that she would love to work with NRAB and the 
City on ideas for how the OLWC can partner to help provide more education and outreach opportunities 
to the community. 

Mr. Stephens said that he hopes that NRAB can step back to take a broader view of Natural Resources 
protection that addresses protection on all lands – including public and private, developed and 
undeveloped – rather than focus only on the Sensitive Lands regulations for development. Ms. 
Schrimsher said that perhaps the focus on Sensitive Lands in 2015 is an opportunity to initiate a 
campaign that educates the broader community about the functions and values of healthy watersheds. 
Mr. Van Rysselberghe asked if Ms. Wagner and the OLWC would be able to provide educational 
opportunities targeted at adults, and Ms. Wagner confirmed that she would be interested in putting 
together a Watershed 101 workshop to present to NRAB and potentially other groups as well.  

Ms. Stoll gave a quick update on the status of the 2014 Sensitive Lands Code Amendments. She passed 
out the updated draft code and ordinance that will be going to the Planning Commission (PC) Public 
Hearing. Ms. Stoll gave an overview of the timeline towards adoption of the code amendments. She 
briefly reviewed the specific changes made to the draft code based on feedback on the Public Discussion 
Draft reviewed by the PC.   

Ms. Stoll noted that the comment the Board provided for the Public Discussion Draft would need to be 
resubmitted in order to be a part of the official record for the Public Hearing. Mr. Van Rysselberghe said 
he believes the Board’s purpose is to advise decision makers like the PC and City Council, which was 
accomplished, so in that respect, the Board doesn’t need its comments to be a part of the Public Hearing 
record. 

Ms. Schrimsher that the Board spent a good deal of time providing comment on the Sensitive Lands 
Code Amendments, but those comments weren’t incorporated into the revised draft. She said that in 
light of that, the Board’s time may be best spent working towards some of the goals that Mr. Buck and 
Ms. Wagner brought to the table earlier, specifically on community consensus building, education, and 
outreach. Mr. Van Rysselberghe agreed that focusing on these broad goals is an important role for the 
NRAB, though he also noted that the Board’s charge requires that it also spend time reviewing 
documents like the Sensitive Lands Code Amendments. Mr. McMurray noted that these sentiments 
were consistent with Mr. Stephens earlier statement that the Board should take a broader view of 
Natural Resources protection through the Comprehensive Plan Healthy Ecosystems chapter. He went on 
to say that the Board should keep this broad view in mind as it reviews its 2015 Goals. Ms. Schrimsher 
added that the Board should also incorporate quarterly benchmarks into their 2015 Goals and Work 
Plan, so the Board can keep track of progress towards goals and also can periodically return to the 
broader view.  
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Review of NRAB Field Trip 

Board members reflected on what they learned from their tour of Sensitive Lands on public property. 
Generally, members affirmed that the tour was a useful tool for helping the Board to put their work in 
context. 

Election of new Board Co-Chair 

Mr. McMurray said that he would prefer to have a Co-Chair.  

Action: Mr. Stephens nominated Mr. Van Rysselberghe to serve as Board Co-Chair with Mr. McMurray, 
and the Board unanimously approved Mr. Van Rysselberghe’s appointment.  

2015 goals: initial brainstorm and discussion 

*Ms. Sreedhar and Councilor Hughes left the meeting. 

The Board began setting their goals for 2015. Ms. Stoll reviewed the NRAB’s mission and duties. The 
Board then reviewed NRAB’s 2014 goals and activities, noting changes that should be made to update 
these to 2015 goals. Mr. McMurray said that most of the 2014 goals were well-stated, good goals, and 
should be moved forward as goals for 2015. Mr. Van Rysselberghe agreed, and suggested the Board 
review and update the activities listed under each goal. Mr. Van Rysselberghe then moved the Board 
through the listed 2014 activities, asking for feedback. Mr. Stephens said that replanting with suitable 
plants to stabilize soil, and on-going maintenance, should be added to the following activity under 2014 
Goal 1: “Organize and lead volunteer stewardship projects to remove invasive plants.” He also suggested 
that the following new activity be added to Goal 2: Advocate for change in the Tree Removal Code 
mitigation policy. He also said that the Urban and Community Forestry Plan needs to be reviewed and 
updated, and could be an additional activity under Goal 2. Mr. Stephens noted that one of the duties of 
the NRAB, as listed in the document reviewed by Ms. Stoll, is that NRAB’s chairs meet with PRAB chairs 
twice per year to coordinate. Mr. McMurray reiterated that quarterly benchmarks should be added as 
an activity. Ms. Schrimsher suggested the Board think about additional ideas for activities under Goal 6: 
“Increase environmental awareness and protection through education outreach.” The Board agreed to 
brainstorm additional ideas via email. Ms. Stoll said she would facilitate the Board’s email brainstorming 
session. 

Information from board members and staff 

Ms. Stoll announced that Ms. MacDonald has asked to speak at the Board’s January meeting to give a 
presentation on the LiDAR data analysis that will hopefully be completed by that time. Ms. Stoll also said 
that the Urban and Community Forestry Program would have its final workshop of the year on 
November 6. Last, she announced that her last day with the city would be December 15, and the new 
staff liaison to the Board would hopefully be in attendance at the December meeting.   

ADJOURNMENT  

The next regular meeting was scheduled on December 3, 2014 in the City Council Chambers. Co-Chair 
McMurray adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:55 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Shannan Stoll 
Assistant Natural Resources Planner  
 

Link to audio recording of meeting: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_nrab/natural-resources-advisory-board-32 

 


