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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

February 4, 2015 

 

Co-Chair Greg McMurray called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue. 

Present:  Co-Chair Gregory McMurray, Co-Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe, Heidi Schrimsher, 
Craig Stephens, Sean Sweeny, James Kandell, and Joe Buck, Council Liaison. 

Absent: Kavya Sreedhar, Youth Member. 

Staff:  Paul Espe, Associate Planner/Interim Staff Liaison. 

Guests: None 

 
CITIZEN COMMENT 

None. 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Council Update Joe Buck, Council Liaison:  Freepons Village / Hallinan Heights Development, Council 
upheld DRC’s decision and approved the subdivision. Council also heard Street of Dreams and Mary’s 
Woods updates. Council approved individual contracts for the LO/Tigard Water Project, established 
Friends of Woodmont, discussed parks program, and Triple Bottom Line Sustainability Policy. Council 
was interested in expanding public input on large city projects.  Other Council goals and policies were 
discussed; permit streamlining and clear and objective standards to make city government more 
effective. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) reviewed and approved the minutes from June 4, 2014; 
July 2, 2014; January 7, 2015. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

Heritage Tree Designations: Morgan Holen, City Contract Arborist 

Ms. Holen recommended the nomination of the following heritage trees: 

 Two sycamores (Plantanus occidentalis) 16584 Roosevelt Avenue  

 One giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) 14145 Redwood Court 

 One Madrone (Arbutus Menzeiesii) Oswego Pioneer Cemetery 
 

Action: NRAB unanimously passed the proposed heritage tree designations.  
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Tree Code Amendment for Large Parcels and Tracts: Morgan Holen, City Contract Arborist   

Ms. Holen requested that NRAB review the changes to the tree code and thoroughly discussed each of 
the proposed changes.  The code revisions consist of new criteria for removal of trees on large lots and 
managing large forested properties.  New definitions were also added. 

Craig Stephens expressed his support of the proposed changes.  Board members asked questions about 
the existing tree removal process.  The survey was discussed stating that the majority of LO Residents 
thought the tree code was too restrictive.  Council will open a community dialogue for future tree code 
changes.  Craig Stephens wanted to make sure that the past and future changes were documented in 
the code language.  Ms. Schrimsher wanted to ensure that there was extensive public involvement with 
future tree code changes and stated that there were a lot of people in First Addition an elsewhere in the 
City who were concerned that too many trees being removed.  Mr. Stephens was concerned about 
fitting mitigation trees on smaller lots. 

Mr. Van Rysselberghe asked about the purpose of the current proposed amendments.  Was it to benefit 
developers? Individual property owners?  Publicly owned property?  Ms. Holen responded by saying that 
it could benefit all groups and stated that the parks department needed these changes so they could 
manage the large number of trees on the larger park or public open space tracts. There are a large 
number of trees in the city parks and other publically owned properties. The parks department does not 
have the opportunity to assemble a forestry plan under the current code. 

Mr. McMurry stated that there would be future discussion about the tree code and there would be a 
broader study regarding the state of the urban forestry program.  Each neighborhood would be 
evaluated.  NRAB unanimously supported the proposed code changes. 
 
Information from Board Members and Staff 

Transfer of NRAB from Planning to Parks.  Ivan Anderholm explained to the board the future transition 
of NRAB to the Parks Department Ivan, Ryan Stee or Jeff Monroe would serve as Staff Liaison. Support 
staff would also be present to take notes. Most of the NRAB issues are more related to parks rather than 
planning. In the future, any planning related issues would still be addressed by planning staff.       

NRAB discussed stream restoration and watershed management and the need to have these elements 
associated with advisory boards. Mr. Anderholm discussed the proposed habitat enhancement program 
he presented to Council the previous evening. Mr. Anderholm also discussed the new volunteer 
coordinator. Scheduling for the goals summit was discussed. The editorial in yesterday’s Oregonian 
about the tree code was discussed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The next regular meeting was scheduled on March 4, 2015 in the City Council Chamber. Co-Chair 
McMurray adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 
Prepared by,  
 
Paul Espe  
Interim Staff Liaison 

Link to audio recording of meeting: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_nrab/natural-resources-advisory-board-32 


