
 
Gregory McMurray, Co-Chair ● Todd Van Rysselberghe, Co-Chair 

Vacant ● James Kandell ● Heidi Schrimsher ● Craig Stephens ● Sean Sweeney 
Kavya Sreedhar, Youth Member ● Joe Buck, Council Liaison 

 

AGENDA 

 
NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

Wednesday, April 1, 2015 

6:30 p.m. 

West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, Oswego Room 

 
 
Contact: Dina Balogh, Administrative Support Parks & Recreation 
Email:  dbalogh@ci.oswego.or.us 
Phone:  503-534-5420 
 
Also published on the internet at: www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_nrab 
 
The meeting location is accessible to persons with disabilities. To request accommodations, please contact the staff 
liaison at least 48 hours before the meeting. 
 
 
I. 6:30 Call to Order and Roll Call 
  Citizen Comment (comment on agenda items may be deferred to discussion of that item) 
  City Council Update 
  Approval of Minutes (March 4, 2015-DRAFT) 
 
 6:50 Regular Business 

I – Information, Dis – Discussion, Dec – Decision, R – Recommend to Council 

Comprehensive Plan Healthy 
Ecosystems Chapter and 
Sensitive Lands Revisions 

Scot Siegel 60 min I, Dis 

Integrated Pest Management 
Program 

Parks Dept.  30 min I, Dis 

Invasive Management Program Parks Dept.  30 min I, Dis 

Urban Forest Summit Joe Buck 30 min I, Dis 

Information from Board members 
and staff 

All _ I, Dis 

 
II. ADJOURNMENT 
 

III. ATTACHMENTS 

1. City Council Draft Schedule http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/citycouncil/schedule-and-information 
2. Draft Meeting Minutes (March 4, 2015-DRAFT) 

 
Next Regular Meeting:  Wednesday, May 6, 2015, 6:30 PM West End Building-Oswego Room 
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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 
 
Mission Statement 
The mission of the Natural Resources Advisory Board is to review trends in air, water, and land quality within the Urban Service 
Boundary of the Comprehensive Plan, and to assist in the development and implementation of plans and policies to protect, restore 
and enhance the environmental quality within the Urban Service Boundary of the Comprehensive Plan.  The NRAB shall encourage 
conservation of natural resources and preservation and enhancement of the ecosystems, open space, and natural corridors.  The 
NRAB shall recommend actions to the City Council and, through the City Manager to City departments, to preserve open space 
through, but not limited to, acquisition, easements, donations, and land use actions. The NRAB shall also designate Lake Oswego 
Heritage Trees as provided in LOC 55.06.030.   (Originally adopted by the City Council in March 1979) 
 
2015 Goals (Submitted to City Council) 
1. Organize or advocate for resource management and projects in City-owned natural areas. 

 Assist with the creation of a Friends Group for Woodmont Park. 

 Organize and lead volunteer stewardship projects to remove invasive plants, and revegetate and maintain natural areas. 

 Advocate for the development of new community gardens. 

 Advocate for the installation of new interpretive signage. 
 

2. Promote awareness and appreciation of the City’s urban forest. 

 Advocate for and assist with an update of the State of the Urban Forest Report. 

 Review Heritage Tree nominations and announce new Heritage Trees during Arbor Week. 

 Advocate for change in the Tree Removal Code mitigation policy. 
 

3. Advocate for the implementation of natural resource-related elements of adopted City plans and policies. Examples include the following: 

 Parks Plan 2025 

 Luscher Area Master Plan 

 Iron Mountain Management Plan 

 Urban and Community Forestry Plan 
 Clean Streams Plan 

 

4. Review and comment upon plans, policies, and projects with natural resource impacts and seek to incorporate natural resource values into 
City efforts. Examples include the following: 

 Healthy Ecosystems/updated Goal 5 and Goal 6 chapter of the Comprehensive Plan 

 Revisions to the Sensitive Lands program 

 Parks Maintenance Integrated Pest Management Practices 

 Urban and Community Forestry Plan 

 Stormwater Code Revision, TMDL Implementation Plan, and Annual Stormwater Report 
 

5. Promote fiscal support for City environmental programs, including, but not limited to, the Natural Resources Protection Program, Urban and 
Community Forestry Program, and Natural Areas park restoration. 

 Advocate for continued funding for the Backyard Habitat Certification Program. 

 Advocate for continued funding for invasive plant removal, re-vegetation, maintenance, monitoring in City Natural Areas. 
 

6. Increase environmental awareness and protection through educational outreach. 

 Organize community outreach booths at Lake Oswego Farmers’ Markets. 

 Create natural resource-related volunteer opportunities for local students. 

 Identify and participate in additional community outreach opportunities, including a community awareness campaign around 
neonicotinoids. 

 Continue and expand NRAB member education on the condition of Lake Oswego’s natural resources (including air, water, land, wildlife) 
and potential threats to those resources. 

 

7. Collaborate with other City boards and commissions, local watershed councils, and recognized Friends Groups to support and realize common 
goals. 

 Chairs periodically meet with the PRAB and SAB chair(s). 

 Hold at least one joint PRAB, SAB, and NRAB meeting per year. 
 

8. Review 2015 work plan quarterly to check-in on progress towards 2015 goals. Review 2015 accomplishments at the end of the year. 
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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

March 4, 2015 

 

Co-Chair Greg McMurray called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue. 

Present:  Co-Chair Gregory McMurray, Co-Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe, Heidi Schrimsher, 
Craig Stephens, Sean Sweeny, James Kandell, and Joe Buck, Council Liaison. 

Absent: Kavya Sreedhar, Youth Member. 

Staff:  Ivan Anderholm, Parks & Recreation Director 

Guests: Stephanie Wagner 

 
CITIZEN COMMENT 

None. 
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

City Council Update- Counselor Joe Buck updated on interviews for the NRAB Members Council received 
presentations concerning Habitat Enhancement Program received various clarifications and updates on 
housing projects, Laurel Street Pathway, a portion of Cedar Street, waterline relocation. Council had  
questions concerning the Albertson’s shopping Center, City would like some easements, condemnations 
had to be implemented due to non-and negotiations continue for easement for water project. 
Community Attitudes Survey is being revised to a shorter version, both phone and on-line opportunity, 
Councilman Buck requested that NRAB members e-mail him with questions that they would like asked on 
the survey. Comments about Tree Code Questions and Tree Code Review about clarification, suggestion 
to re-examine that particular topic-Large Forested Track, there will be a study session, March 16-22 is Fix 
a Leak Week- some Citizen Boards have some vacancies 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) reviewed and approved the minutes from February 4, 
2015. 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 

Watersheds 101 Presentation 
Stephanie Wagner introduced herself and presented information on a healthy watershed.  Ms. Wagner is 
an educational expert and has always been interested in habitat and taking care of watershed. She 
presented a virtual tour of Tryon Creek watershed, and the development surrounding as an urban area. 
Information of fish counts, how the wildlife personnel can tag the fish and study and track. Steelhead 
spawn and small fish are found in the creek. Tryon Watershed is part of jurisdictions of Clackamas, 
Multnomah Counties and Cities of Lake Oswego and Portland. Spoke of impact of impervious surface, 
storm water. Exercise presented to members about watershed, channeling of water on surfaces and 
locations of pooling and running. Trees help slow down rain, grass and plants collect, need to soak into 
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ground. Erosion causes problems can change the movement of water, but if swales can cause the 
groundwater to naturally filter.  Suggested that development mimics naturally and holistic systems and 
functions that won’t cause more problems and protects resources. Keep pesticides, fertilizers out of 
groundwater and keep water cool.  
Action: None  

Tree Code Update- None 
Sensitive Land Update- None 
 
Information from Board Members and Staff 

The recent Public Hearing Regarding Tree Removal on large parcels, NRAB members agreed it was a good 
presentation with several good points. Parks Dept likes the approach because it takes into account all the 
forest health, being able to restock is a much more efficient for forest management. It was noted that a 
citizen with previous reputation for discontent with the City was cooperative and contributed positively 
to the presentation and decision with the City. 
There was a request to make sure NRAB members are informed about future projects that affect 
resource management and that a Planning Department 
Comments included Sensitive Lands incentive program, there was clarification about the program and 
how it will relate to private property owners. Ivan commented about current parks projects that are good 
examples of types of approaches that are working with LO Parks, Metro, Watershed Council and 
volunteers. Parks are going to see some tangible examples ready to show to Council in fall.  
Logistics discussion of moving the NRAB meeting to the WEB. Suggestion to contact co-chairs for agenda 
items. Will get a hold of Scott Siegel to receive information from planning that would interest the Board 
The other Staff members that may present at future NRAB meetings will be Jeff Munro, Ryan Stee, 
and/or Megan Big John at future meetings to address programs and answer questions.  
Suggested that NRAB and the City officials remember Goal 5 always when moving forward with work and 
projects.  Neighborhoods are encouraged to use the storm drain markers.  Thursday, March 12 
Willamette River Keepers will present a movie and/progress of fighting pollution at the Lakewood Center.  
Agenda Items suggested for April meeting: 
Moving the NRAB meeting to another day/date 
Annual Report for the IPM 
Invasive Annual Report, 4th Year of Program 
Request for Budget for the HEF to be distributed  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

The next regular meeting was scheduled on April 1, 2015 at the West End Building. Co-Chair McMurray 
adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:45pm.  
 
Prepared by,  
 
Jan Wirtz 

Recreation Superintendent 

 




