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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

May 26, 2015 

 

Co - Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Oswego Room in the West 
End Building, 4101 Kruse Way 

Present:   Board Members Co-Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe, Heidi Schrimsher, Craig Stephens, Sean 
Sweeney, Stephanie Wagner, Fraser Wick and Youth Member Kavya Sreedhar.  
Joe Buck, Council Member NRAB Liaison  
Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services Staff Liaison  
 

Absent:   Board Member James Kandell  
 
Staff:   Ivan Anderholm, Parks & Recreation Director, Jan Wirtz, Recreation Superintendent, Dina 

Balogh, Recreation Administrative Support 
 
Guest:              Mike Buck 

CITIZEN COMMENT  

Mike Buck – Advocating for Implementing Restoration of LOIS Staging Area Bordering the Hunt Club on Iron 
Mountain Road. 

Mr. Buck passed out a memorandum dated 7/20/2011 from NRAB to Jack D Hoffman, Mayor and the City 
Council. He wanted to update NRAB hoping that NRAB, Parks and Recreation join in supporting moving forward 
with implementation of the plan in place regarding the restoration of the LOIS and then LOT staging area to a 
managed watershed. He thanked Ivan Anderholm, Parks and Recreation Director, and Joel Komarek, Lake 
Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership Project Director for their help with the restoration plan. Mr. Buck wanted 
NRAB to have it on their radar to regarding the restoration plans for June 2016. He proposed a plan with stake 
holders to oversee what is being done with the staging area.  

Scot Siegel commented that the Stream near the Hunt Club is being mapped and delineated. After creating the 
stream corridor and the wetlands for proper flow, it will need to be protected with proper buffering. Joel 
Komarek is very receptive and helpful regarding the restoration plan but does not have money in his budget 
for funding anything beyond seeding grass on the flat staging areas. The plan is to look at the site and restore 
the area beyond what the permit for the LOT asks for when the site is again abandoned as a staging area. The 
plan is to enhance area in conjunction with Parks and Recreation park natural area maintenance.  

Ivan Anderholm commented the community design for the natural area is due by the end of March beginning 
of April 2016. The design will be in line with what the community and in particular the Friends of Iron 
Mountain envision. Upon completion of the LOT project a plan needs to be created to restore and enhance 
the area.  Parks and Recreation Staff will be looking at Metro, State, and Federal grants to help pay for the 
restoration project and will use SDC funding for this purpose. Ivan said the city is committed to the 
restoration, enhancement and maintenance project for the Iron Mountain watershed in this area. 

A citizen committee will be formed with NRAB, PRAB, Sustainability, neighborhood groups, and friends groups 



 
led by Ryan Stee. He has a plan put together. It will be a formed community design effort (conditional use). 
Ryan will be reaching out to the different groups by the end of June 2015.  

 

CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Council Update Joe Buck Council Liaison:  Citizen Budget Committee process has been completed. Next week 
the Council will be adopting the budgets as presented. Downtown Council also made a decision regarding the 
Downtown – North anchor project where the anchor sits. Saturday at the ACC the Urban Forestry Summit 
(“Tree Code”) will be held to solicit thoughts from the community, 9 to 12pm. Council approved funds for the 
new facade improvement program grants have been received. A meeting was held with Tigard and West Linn 
to discuss the Stafford future development. All in attendance agreed that the infrastructure costs needed to 
be dealt with before development. Council heard a discussion on sensitive lands.  

Fraser Wick was accepted unanimously by the City Council as a NRAB member. Mr. Wick introduced himself 
to NRAB.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) reviewed and approved the minutes from April 1, 2015 
 
Todd Van Rysselberghe, Co- Chair spoke to NRAB regarding the resignation of Greg Mc Murray, Co-Chair. He 
proposed the role of Chair be reevaluated. The position is much better served with a Co- Chair. NRAB proposed 
that Craig Stephens serve as Co-Chair. NRAB unanimously agreed. Mr. Stephens agreed to share the 
responsibility as Co-Chair for a year.  
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
Comprehensive Plan Healthy Ecosystems Chapter and Sensitive Lands Revisions update.  
Scot Siegel Director of Planning opened the discussion asking NRAB for their recommendations after reading 
the revisions. He received public comments. All views were expressed. Direction has been strong to reform the 
program.  

 
Mr. Siegel asked NRAB to take a look at the Healthy Ecosystems chapter of the Comprehensive Plan.  The intent 
of this chapter is to implement the Natural Resources portion of Goal 5, Goal 6 (Air, Water and Land Resources 
Quality) and Goal 15 (Willamette Greenway) as well as satisfy the Metro Titles 3 and 13 including the intent to 
properly regulate development regarding “Sensitive Lands”.  

 
The Planning Commission has previously reviewed the Healthy Ecosystems chapter and supports the proposed 
organization/structure. They would like NRAB's input on the content. Mr. Siegel asked for suggested text 
replacement that is "off the mark”.  Scot explained the intent to correct the maps where the streams are at 
now to show more accurate mapping as directed by Council after their consideration of the options. 
Adjustments will be made to stream buffers. How do we meet Metro’s requirements for development 
regarding Sensitive Lands? Metro development code restrictions require a 50 foot buffer. Scot’s plan is to use 
updated mapping and to correct current maps.  Property owners will be notified regarding the changes in the 
development code that affect development on private property.  He will be working on a revised timeline. A 
new public review draft will be sent out.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Action: 

 Stephanie Wagner and Craig Stephens will look at the draft Healthy Ecosystems chapter of the 
Comprehensive Plan and the existing Comprehensive Plan chapters Goal 5, Goal 6 and Goal 15 
and compose a letter of recommendation on behalf of NRAB for consideration by the Planning 
Commission and City Council.  

 Meet with Scot Siegel – Stephanie Wagner and Craig Stephens schedule to meet by the end of 
next week, June 1 to June 5. 

 Write a Memo from NRAB to Council.  

 Scot Siegel - New draft out by the end of June. 
 
Comprehensive Plan flow chart 
Craig Stephens passed around a basic flow chart showing how the Comprehensive Plan creation and approval 
process “flows”. The flow chart reflects the implementation of the statewide planning goals as the goal of the 
Comprehensive Plan. The chart illustrated the input for the comprehensive plan from Citizens (“Goal 1”) and 
planning staff research recommendations and input. Also, statewide planning Goals including natural resources 
& watershed protection, enhancement with strong monitoring and maintenance. From the comprehensive 
plan, the planning council, LCDC approvals and Metro Titles, specific requests and model for Development code 
restrictions including “Sensitive Lands” flows into developing the policy guide for consistent implementation. 
The policy guide then flows into the development of budgets, code and law, including sensitive lands 
development code restrictions.  Some of the members of NRAB had asked for a simple flow chart and this chart 
was helpful in understanding the overall process. 
 
Information from Board Members and Staff 
Heidi Schrimsher said that another Woodmont Natural Area work party was held on Sunday. Committed 
neighbors came and there is still more work to do to maintain the new plantings and protect from invasive re-
establishment.  
 
The Forest Highlands Neighborhood meeting will be this week and a NEP grant will be proposed to help get a 
sign kiosk for Woodmont so that the community will be able to identify its location. 
 
NRAB agreed to the proposal to receive education at a future meeting on healthy streams and water quality 
from Anne MacDonald, Stormwater Quality Coordinator. Ivan Anderholm agreed that this would be possible 
and will schedule. 
 
Action: September 12, NRAB booth at the LO Farmers Market. 
Notifications: 

 Stephanie:  Water shed tour - Oswego Watershed council site.  

 Restoration Enhancement fund. Hired coordinator – PSU student 

 Education to homeowners – encourage backyard habitat program 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The next regular meeting is scheduled to be Tuesday at 6:30, June 23, 2015 in the Oswego room of the West 
End Building. Co-Chair Van Rysselberghe adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:25p.m.   
 

Prepared by, 
Dina Balogh 
Administrative Support 


