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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Planning Commission Minutes 
November 28, 2016 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair John LaMotte called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair John LaMotte, Vice Chair Robert Heape, and Commissioners 
Randy Arthur, Adrianne Brockman, Ed Brockman, William Gaar, and Bill Ward. 
 
Staff present were Sarah Selden, Senior Planner; Paul Espe, Associate Planner; Evan Boone, 
Deputy City Attorney; and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Support. 
 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

None. 
 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT – Regarding issues not on the agenda 
James Lindsay, 13101 Amber Place, Lake Oswego, 97034, expressed concerns for the Forest 
Highlands area regarding development near the Street of Dreams, including destruction of 
habitat and a forested area.  He indicated that he had also shared concerns with the Forest 
Highlands Neighborhood Association about proposed development on Amber Place and the 
recent removal of trees that provided a windbreak.  He stated that he had been told by the 
developer that the City required five homes rather than the four originally proposed.  Chair 
LaMotte noted that members of the neighborhood association were working on developing a 
neighborhood plan to respond to and get ahead of this issue.  Commissioner A. Brockman 
opined that the City required this due to Metro minimum density requirements.  
Commissioners shared their thoughts regarding the R-7.5 density in this area from a larger 
policy perspective and encouraged Mr. Lindsay to stay involved in the neighborhood 
association planning efforts.  Mr. Lindsay also expressed concerns about damage to his home 
from nearby recent development. 
 

5. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT – GENERAL UPDATES 
None. 

 
6. MINUTES 
6.1 Commissioner Arthur moved to approve the Minutes of October 24, 2016, as amended. 

Commissioner Ward seconded the motion and it passed 7:0. 
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7. FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER 
7.1 Food Cart Pods in Limited Industrial Park (IP) Area (LU 16-0027) 

On October 10, 2016, the Planning Commission made a preliminary recommendation that the 
City Council approve the proposed amendments with changes as discussed during 
deliberations. Staff coordinator was Sarah Selden, Senior Planner. 
 
Ms. Selden clarified questions from the Commission related to the parking requirements and 
modifiers.  Commissioner E. Brockman made a motion to reduce the parking ratio requirement 
of 9.9 spaces back to the staff recommendation of 8 spaces (the motion was not seconded).  
The permanent easement required for a shared parking agreement was discussed, which Mr. 
Boone confirmed was required for all shared parking agreement in the city.  Commissioner 
Ward expressed concern about amending the Code for a single developer.  Commissioner A. 
Brockman expressed concern that the proposal was not consistent with the SW Employment 
Area (SWEA) Plan.  Chair LaMotte noted that the Council gave direction to not consider 
individual carts, rather to focus on cart pods.  Mr. Boone clarified that the proposed 
amendments were for the entire area, not a single property. Ms. Selden clarified that the 
SWEA Plan did reference food cart pods. 
 
Chair LaMotte moved to approve the Findings, Conclusions and Order for LU 16-0027 as 
written with typo corrected on page 4.  Vice Chair Heape seconded the motion and it passed 
5:2.  Commissioners A. Brockman and Ward voted no. 
 

7.2 Annual Community Development Code Amendments (LU 16-0030) 
On November 14, 2016, the Planning Commission made a preliminary recommendation that 
the City Council approve the proposed amendments with changes as discussed during 
deliberations.  Staff coordinator was Leslie Hamilton, Senior Planner. 
 
The Commission reviewed and discussed the proposed amendments, with staff providing 
clarification.  Discussion included: 
 

• Add a definition for eco-roof to this package of amendments. 
• Change Net Developable Acre to Net Developable Area in this version, rather than 

correcting at a later date. 
• Concern that requiring a 50% open fence top would require someone to build a custom 

top; a typical lattice top was 25% open.  Would like staff to return with updated 
language to avoid what might be unintended consequences. 

 
The Commission discussed extending the Appeal Fee Waiver to other groups instead of only 
City-recognized neighborhood associations.  Staff advised that this was a broader issue 
beyond the scope of this case, and ultimately would need to go to the City Council for 
direction.  It was also suggested that feedback from homeowners associations should be 
gathered. 
 
Adoption of the Findings was postponed to the next meeting to allow time for staff to respond 
to the Commission’s recommended changes. 
 
Commissioner Gaar moved to continue the adoption of the Findings, Conclusions and Order 
for LU 16-0027 to December 12, 2016.  Commissioner E. Brockman seconded the motion 
and it passed 7:0. 
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8. PUBLIC HEARING 
8.1 Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map Corrections (LU 16-0035) 

A request from the City of Lake Oswego for legislative map and text amendments to correct 
Comprehensive Plan Map designation errors, and to correctly align a parcel’s zoning with the 
Comprehensive Plan Map designations.  Amendments to the text of the Comprehensive Plan 
included adding definitions for Park and Natural Area (PNA) and Special Purpose-Open Space 
(SP).  Staff coordinator was Paul Espe, Associate Planner. 
 
Chair LaMotte opened the hearing.  Mr. Boone outlined the applicable criteria and procedures.  
At time of declarations no conflicts of interest were reported. 
 

Staff Report 
Mr. Espe noted that two written comments were received, from the Rosewood Neighborhood 
Association and Carolyn Jones, who had questions related to the Marylhurst area map and the 
Glenmorrie area.  He provided a brief presentation that included the following information: 

• Legislative Map Corrections: 
- Replace Public (P) Comprehensive Plan Designation with: 
 Public Functions (PF) 
 Park and Natural Area (PNA) 

- Replace Semi-Public (SP) Comprehensive Plan Designation with “Special Purpose-
Open Space” 

- Replace Open Space (OS) and Park (PK) Comprehensive Plan Designations with SP 
or PNA 

- Add Comprehensive Plan definitions for missing map designations 
 

Mr. Espe indicated that only one area, the portion of the Oswego Canal within the Canal Acres 
Natural Area was designated on the Comprehensive Plan as PK/OS.  He advised that the 
PNA designation would provide the same protection as the PK-OS designation.  He explained 
that the base zone for the southern portion of the canal was R-10 and the northern portion was 
zoned R-7.5; he noted that this was recently discovered and was not a part of the discussion 
in the two work sessions on July 11 and October 24. 

 
• Include definitions in the Comprehensive Plan for each Comprehensive Plan Map 

designation: 
- Park and Natural Area (PNA):  Public or private lands that are natural areas, 

greenways and parks, and may include a wide range of passive and active recreational 
uses, and accessory uses, for the future use and enjoyment of the City and its 
residents. 

- Special Purpose-Open Space (SP): Open space that is privately owned, and includes 
open space tracts and common areas within subdivisions, planned developments, and 
private recreational facilities, including but not limited to golf courses, cemeteries, 
Oswego Lake, and equestrian facilities.  Private Open Space is intended to be used by 
members or residents. 

 
Mr. Espe advised that staff recommended approval of the proposed amendments, with 
revisions as discussed, to the Comprehensive Plan Map and text.  He indicated that Zoning 
Map errors would also be corrected to achieve consistency with the Comprehensive Plan Map 
and map boundaries would be corrected as appropriate to align a parcel’s zoning with the 
Comprehensive Plan Map designation. 
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Questions of Staff 
The Commission reviewed the staff report and provided feedback.  Staff provided clarification 
on the difference between PNA and SP and referred to the proposed definitions. 
 

Citizen Comment 
None. 
 
Chair LaMotte closed public testimony.  
 

Deliberations 
Commissioner A. Brockman moved to approve the Comprehensive Plan Map and Zoning Map 
Corrections (LU 16-0035) with the revisions as discussed and to recommend adoption to the 
City Council.  Commissioner Gaar seconded the motion and it passed 7:0.  The vote on the 
findings, conclusions and order was scheduled for December 12, 2016. 
 

10. SCHEDULE REVIEW 

Ms. Selden stated she understood part of the Planning Commission retreat would include goal 
setting, with input from the Council based on their goals.  She agreed to follow up with Mr. 
Siegel to further clarify the process, including public outreach to seek feedback from 
neighborhood association chairs and other boards and commissions.  The Commission also 
discussed getting input from staff regarding parking lot items and impacts on staff workload. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business Chair LaMotte adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
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