
The Thoughts of Adrianne Brockman Re: Draft Comprehensive Plan 

I. The Plan: How should it be written?  

 a. Should it be written in broad language that can be read many ways or narrowly 

tailored? A broadly written plan gets community buy-in as we can each read it to say what we 

want. When it comes to its application, half of the community will interpret it one way and 

another half will interpret it another way. This divides the community and the trust in their 

decision makers and elected officials.  

 b. This plan omits important details as will be discussed below. It speaks in terms of 

"enhancing neighborhoods", but fails to say how. I can assure you that staff and a large 

segment of the community have a very different view of what it means.  

 c. It addresses 20 Minute Neighborhoods and commercial development, but it fails to 

give enough detail to give any real definition to it as follows.  

 What is a "village look"?  Look at the about to be explosive community debate. Is it 3 

stories or 5 stories?  

 What are low intensity, medium intensity and high intensity uses? Why not use market 

area terms that everyone understands? Another source is the Urban Land Institute books. 

  At the entrance to our City,  Clariaon and associates is proposing a revised Zoning Code 

that allows buildings 90 feet tall. Why? There is no guidance! The Plan is a document to be used 

in giving guidance to City decisions. The City emphases how many people were involved in the 

process. We owe it to them to do it right! How can one write tools of implementation (Zoning 

Code and other standards) without guidance from the Plan?  

 What is a 20 minute neighborhood? Is it ¼ or ½ mile? This could make a difference in a 

plan amendment application.  

II. Characteristics of a Community 

 a. It is has three dimensions. The buildings, our environment and everything including 

the people are three dimensional.  Can the reader visualize how LOH will look in 25 years? This 

plan with a few exceptions is a two dimensional plan. It does not address the third dimension. 

 b. There are natural and manmade features. Some natural features such as flood 

plains are hazards. This plan speaks to the natural environment. 

EXHIBIT F-8/PAGE 1

imccaleb
Text Box
EXHIBIT F-8LU 13-0010

imccaleb
Text Box
Received byCity of Lake Oswego 09/09/13



 c. There are various land uses.  The various land uses are indentified, but the 

characteristics of each are unclear. What is the intensity of the uses, what will the scale of the 

uses taken together and what will be the building heights?  

 d. The uses are connected by a transportation system.  This is more than adequately 

covered in the plan, but: 

 What about streetscapes?  

 e. Scale. What will be the scale of Lake Oswego 25 years from now? 

III. What makes a desirable Community? Why would you prefer LO over other communities as 

a place to live? 

 a. The spacial relationship between buildings. This is one of the most important aspects 

of the living environment. The plan fails to address spacial relationship and the how the spaces 

should be designed.  

 b. Noise Levels.  Spacial relationships affect noise levels. There is no real discussion of 

noise. Yes, there is a dbd standard, but none of us knows what it means.  

 c. Privacy in the use of outdoor spaces. Nowhere in the plan have I seen a discussion of 

privacy. This is what makes LO different from Portland. 

Note: page 38 and the survey. Does this plan as written address what the residents want?  

IV.  Specific Comments 

Pg 19.  Remove unnecessary regulatory barriers such as what? It suggests LO has barriers .  

 Definitions: Commercial Corners: What are lower intensity commercial and residential 

uses? I have no vision or idea of what it is. This open ended definition is unfair to the 

community. They need some idea of what the scale and intensity is. 

 Neighborhood Commercial: What is an "occasional limited commercial or community 

activities". I have no notion of what a community activity is. There are not even any examples. 

Pg 33 Policy A-4: Add privacy in single family residential zones. 

Pg. 34 Policy B-2:  add after ensure compatibility with existing "adjoining residences and assure 

privacy for the adjoining residences." 
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 Policy c-4. We talked about adding the following to Recognized Neighborhood 

Association "or a group of 25 citizens from a neighborhood  having signed a Petition" may 

request the City Council to initiate a legislative  

 Page 35. There is all of this discussion about preserving affordable housing. If this is in 

earnest, require deconstruction. This town talks about sustainability when it is convenient, but 

there is so little application of tools that could achieve it such as deconstruction of homes. A 

friend in LO did do it so it can be done. How about the throwing of unwanted phone books on 

LO properties?  

 Let's be honest. LO wants big home for its tax base. Why not be honest with everyone 

and say it!  

Pg 36. Action Measure "O": It should read: Strike "Actively enforce". The Codes are enforced, 

and if they are not, the City is incompetent. It should read "Review and revise ---.  

Page 44. Goal 2. Define "compact urban form". 

Pgs. 65-66. Add a Policy regarding the streetscapes for local, collector and arterial streets.  
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