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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Planning Commission Minutes 

Special Meeting 
October 27, 2014 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Randy Arthur called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Randy Arthur, Vice Chair Ed Brockman and Commissioners 
Adrianne Brockman, Bill Gaar, John LaMotte, and Bill Ward.  Commissioner Todd Prager was 
excused.  Council liaison Jeff Gudman was also present. 
 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director; Sarah Selden, 
Neighborhood Planner; Shannan Stoll, Assistant Natural Resources Planner; Evan Boone, 
Deputy City Attorney; and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Support. 
 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Gudman updated the Commissioners on City Council discussions and actions.  He 
and the Commissioners talked about the City’s partnership with the school district, the Council 
goal-setting process, and that the Council was working on how to address large forested 
parcels before they addressed the broader issue of the tree code.  Commissioner Ward 
suggested the concept of using the Palisades Elementary School site as a park and Parks 
Department storage space. 
 

4. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Chair Arthur reported that he, Vice Chair E. Brockman and Commissioner LaMotte had 
attended the October 23 Blue Heron Neighborhood Association meeting and that 
Commissioner LaMotte and Councilor Lauren Hughes had participated in a Sensitive Lands 
tour.  He noted that the First Addition Neighbors/Forest Hills Neighborhood Association tour 
was going to be rescheduled; that a tour of the Uplands Neighborhood was being arranged 
and that the Rolling Agenda was now available on the website. 
 

5. CITIZEN COMMENT (Regarding issues not on the agenda) 

Liz Martin, Cedar Street, Lake Oswego, 97034, asked the Commission to prioritize addressing 
substandard platted lots. 
 

6. MINUTES 
6.3 August 25, 2014 

Commissioner A. Brockman moved to approve the Minutes of August 25, 2014, as revised by 
Chair Arthur.  Commissioner LaMotte seconded the motion and it passed 5:0:1.  
Commissioner Gaar abstained. 
 

EXHIBIT C-3 
LU 14-0019 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE DRAFT MINUTES HAVE NOT BEEN REVIEWED 
OR APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISION. 
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Code Fix #4:  RC District Landscaping standards/Code Fix #5:  RP District Landscaping 
Standards.  These standards were perceived as too restrictive in people’s backyards.  The 
Commission looked at the NRAB recommendation.  Staff explained the thrust of these 
changes was to be performance-based and have plants suited to local soil and growing 
conditions which were naturalized but not necessarily native.  Staff agreed to consider options 
for allowing people to have decks closer to the district if they were designed in a way that 
would allow sunlight, air and water to go through and reach the vegetation underneath and go 
around trees if they were in the way. 
 
Code Fix #6:  RP District Lighting Standards.  This would remove standards that were 
perceived as unduly restricting use of security lighting in backyards.  The Commission 
considered NRAB and public comments in regard to impact on Dark Sky provisions, night time 
migrating birds and other wildlife.  They noted the Metro model code did not regulate lighting 
but contained a related best practice.  Their observations included that there was a short 
season for using decks and that the existing standards would be difficult to enforce. 
 
Code Fix #7:  Map Corrections.  The problem to be fixed was a cumbersome process for 
making corrections.  Mr. Siegel explained that staff had arrived at a 7,500 sf threshold after 
comparing it to the 7,500 to 15,000 range of most City lots.  He pointed out that Ms. Jones had 
questioned why they should have a 7,500 sf threshold (limit) for correcting a Scrivener’s error 
through a ministerial process.  He recommended amending the draft to eliminate it for that kind 
of error. 
 
Code Fix #8:  Delineation of Tree Groves.  This fixed the problem that the current approach 
was inflexible, required interpretation, and could lead to illogical delineations.  Staff and 
Commissioners discussed how it would treat a grove that included invasive trees and that it 
was logical to limit how the groves could grow and expand from the originally mapped areas 
and add to the RC areas.  Staff had provided the City’s list of invasive trees to Metro. 
 
Code Fix #9:  Delineation of Stream Corridors (Steep/Variable Slopes).  Staff proposed to use 
the 200-foot cap on the riparian buffer in the Metro model code.  It would apply to a few places 
with steep ravines such as along Tryon Creek where it would reduce the existing buffer.  Mr. 
Siegel agreed to look at where it would apply to un-annexed properties within the Urban 
Services Boundary. 
 

8. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING 
8.1 Clear and Objective Housing Standards (LU 14-0019) 

A request from the City of Lake Oswego for amendments to bring the Community 
Development Code into compliance with Oregon Revised Statute 197.307 and Oregon 
Administrative Rule 660-007-0015, which require the City to provide an opportunity for housing 
to be developed under clear and objective approval standards, intended to reduce 
unnecessary costs and delays in permitting needed housing.  The revised draft incorporates 
comments from the August 11 and October 13, 2014, hearings, including amendments related 
to classifying multiple duplexes on a lot as Minor Development. 
 
Vice Chair E. Brockman opened the hearing. 
 

Staff Report 
Ms. Selden presented the October 22 Supplemental Staff Report with the most recent draft of 
code amendments.  She pointed out that staff had followed the direction of the Commission at 
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a previous work session and the most recent changes were highlighted in yellow.  She clarified 
that this discussion focused on the following items: 

• Downtown Redevelopment Design District (DRDD) 

Entrances [existing code].  Staff agreed to flag and clarify when secondary building entrances 
or tenant space was required in the back of buildings and also look at the related illustrations. 
 
Enclosure or Screening of Mechanical Equipment.  Commissioner Ward suggested specifying 
that a utility box placed along a street front of a building was to be buried. 
 
Parking Requirements.  The Commissioners recalled they had decided to wait to work on this 
until they looked at Downtown in a broader context.  Mr. Siegel recalled the City Council had 
discussed clarifying the modifiers table and directed the change:  ‘Parking shall be designed to 
provide adequate, but not excessive space…’ 
 
• Lake Grove Village Center Overlay District 

Roof Materials [existing code].  Commissioner Ward advised none of the materials listed were 
appropriate for flat roofs.  Ms. Selden planned to alert staff working on the Lake Grove Village 
Center Design Handbook. 
 
• Old Town Neighborhood Design 

Required Design Elements, Cape Code, Additional Design Elements.  Commissioner Ward 
suggested revising this as follows:  ‘In addition to the required design elements, structures built 
according to the Cape Cod Style in Old Town are encouraged to provide some or all at least 
two of the following design elements:’ 

• West Lake Grove Design District 

Purpose.  Commissioner A. Brockman suggested adding clarifying words after ‘to ensure’ to 
explain what they were to ensure was met.  Commissioner Gaar commented that this section 
was written more like code than a purpose statement. 
 
Parking Area Landscaping, Buffering and Screening, Minimum Parking Area Landscaping 
Standards.  For future reference Commissioner LaMotte commented that the specified size of 
trees of ‘at least four to six feet in height’ was too small. 
 
Preservation of Mature Douglas Fir Trees and Other Significant Vegetation (3) regarding 
mitigation of tree removal.  For future reference Commissioner Ward advised the requirement 
to mitigate with trees that each had a diameter that equaled or exceeded the caliper inches of 
trees removed was an onerous requirement.  Staff noted this was also a LGVCO requirement. 
 
Building Design, Design Standards, (e) Building vents and mechanical devices shall be 
screened from view with materials harmonious to the building.  Commissioner Ward 
questioned having to screen very tiny vents.  Staff clarified the screen could be the paint color. 
 
Mr. Siegel noted that the vote on both the recommendation and findings was scheduled on 
November 10. 
 

9. SCHEDULE REVIEW 
The Commission was scheduled to approve their 2015 goals at the December 8 meeting. 
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