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Testimony to Planning Commission 
Permitting Marijuana Dispensaries in Lake Oswego 

5-14-16 
 
Encouraging the use of drugs by allowing the sale of marijuana for recreational use in Lake 
Oswego is not in the best interests of the residents of our community.  Whether or not the use of 
marijuana is unhealthy, is not the issue.  The availability of dispensaries and farming will attract a 
crime element as has been the case in Denver. 
 
Consider that banks are not allowed under federal statutes to do business with marijuana 
dispensaries, this lack of access to safe keeping of their cash receipts invites criminals to rob their 
stores. This is supported by Denver’s District Attorney, Mitch Morrissey, who has stated that 
“dispensaries are particularly attractive to thieves”.   
 
This crime issue also relates to medical dispensaries.  In one month, Denver had 12 homicides 
directly related to medical marijuana.  One was a double-execution-style homicide only because 
they were running a medical marijuana outlet.  Could be because they were cutting into the 
cartel’s business? 
 
I see no reason to invite more problems for our police force . . . and to put our citizens at risk . . . 
because a few people in Lake Oswego want a convenient access to support their appetite for 
recreational drugs.  
 
However, if the majority of the voters want to authorize dispensaries, production, etc., there 
should be a restriction on the number of facilities permitted in the city.  If Foothills, for example, is 
designated as a production site for growing marijuana, the size of the crop area and the number of 
farms should be limited.  This would prevent Lake Oswego from being established as friendly to 
the marijuana industry which could attract criminal activity. 
 
I might add that there should be a means for people to buy medical marijuana without the need for 
special dispensaries. 
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