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MEETING MINUTES 

 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

Wednesday, January 15, 2014 

6:00pm 

West End Building 

 
 
1.  Roll Call 
Bill Gordon called the meeting to order at 6:03pm. In attendance were Bill Gordon, Dave Barra, 
Nancy Gronowski, Sandy Intraversato, Ryan Hubbard, and Mark Olen; Ivan Anderholm, Jan Wirtz, 
and Kim Stott staff. Steve Dodds was excused absent. Councilor Karen Bowerman and Youth 
Member Jacob Rappaport arrived at 6:30pm.  
  
2.  Approve December 18, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

Dave Barra made a motion to approve the minutes. Sandy Intraversato seconded the motion. 
The motion unanimously passed.  
 
3.  Open Public Communication 
 
4.  Old Business 
4.1  Further Refinement of PRAB Goals for 2014 

Bill Gordon told PRAB that at the Council Meeting of February 11, PRAB presents goals to 
Council. Bill reviewed with PRAB members the goals and revisions were made.  Nancy 
Gronowski authored an introductory statement (see below), and the goals are: 
 
In 2014, PRAB will concentrate on the following goals while continuing to advocate for 
recreation opportunities that meet the needs of all Lake Oswego residents: 

1) Continue the deep dive review of the Department’s revenues/expenses by A) helping to 
further identify and implement improvement ideas for the Recreation Divisions, and B) 
expanding the overall review to the Adult Community Center. 

2) Advocate to City Council and the Budget Committee a $50,000 golf course budget 
increase to complete necessary practice range maintenance and improvements to 
better both the course’s financial performance and playing experience. 

3) Continue implementation of Parks Plan 2025 by identifying and prioritizing projects that 
are SDC eligible, expand existing park capacity/uses and can be implemented within the 
next 1 – 5 years. 

4) Complete a Luscher area agriculture plan consistent with LAMP. 

5) Establish a stronger working relationship the various Park Friends Groups and other 
partners. 

6) Explore the opportunity to form a Lake Oswego Park Foundation to determine possible 
benefits and implementation steps. 
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7) Create a framework for a Parks & Recreation wellness initiative. 

 
Nancy Gronowski stated she was asked to be a member of the Friends of Luscher Farm (FOLF.) 
She is heading up a sub-group to help define the elements of an agriculture plan. Ivan told 
Nancy there is $10,000 set aside this fiscal year to help develop an ag plan.  Ivan asked Nancy to 
check with Ryan since he has made some contacts with other resources about the plan. 
 
There was some discussion among the group about looking at the Rassekh Property apart from 
Luscher since it is in the urban growth boundary (UGB) and in the City limits. Perhaps there are 
projects that can be done at that location. 
 
Ryan Hubbard mentioned the tons of apples and pears that are not tended to along phase 2 of 
the Stafford Basin Trail and asked if there were a gleaning program. 
 
Sandy Intraversato suggested once a year or every other year that PRAB meet with PRAB 
partners or stakeholders and network. 
 
Ivan Anderholm mentioned the investigation of forming a Parks Foundation. 
 
Sandy Intraversato talked about the Snohomish County challenge.  She said this effort is a small, 
targeted, fun activity. It is a scavenger hunt in parks connecting to wellness and outside gyms. 
Participants can earn more points for multi generation participation. 
 
Mark Olen mentioned that his employer, Mentor Grpahics, has a different program health and 
wellness program every month. The investment is a full time person to administer it. 
 
 
5.  New Business 
5.1  Review and Discuss 2013/14-2017/18 Capital Improvement Plan for Parks 

Ivan Anderholm shared with PRAB the mechanism in place for Capital Improvement projects. 
The change for FY 14-15 and beyond is that a CIP project has to be in excess of $100K to make it 
to the City’s CIP. All projects below $100K will be under the direction of the Department 
Directors.  Ivan reviewed the projects currently identified in the existing CIP that have been 
prioritized over the last several years. There is also a list of projects identified in Parks Plan 2025 
and a list at Parks Maintenance that identify safety and asset maintenance items not listed in 
the CIP.  However, all projects both CIP and other are in line with Parks Plan 2025 guidelines 
and opportunities. 
 
Many of the projects not on the CIP are eligible for funding from System Development Charges 
funds (expands park capacity) but were not funded at the time of the creation of the CIP due to 
the reserving of funds for the Tennis Center (which is not happening now.)  
 



Page 3 
 

 

 

503.675.2544 4101 Kruse Way PO BOX 369 Lake Oswego, OR 97034 www.ci.oswego.or.us 

 

In the next published iteration of the CIP, there will be no Parks & Recreation projects because 
there are none planned that are over $100K. 
 
Dave Barra asked about how the projects under $100K are being funded and who makes the 
decisions. Ivan presented the process as it was explained to him. There will be a funding from 
the general fund to departments that will cover the needs and to be managed by the 
department.  If a department’s budget savings can be managed, the amount of savings can be 
carried over to another year for one-time expenses, so projects that were not funded in the 
current year can be funded in the next year. 
 
Councilor Karen Bowerman told PRAB to read the City Manager’s book…The Human Side of 
Budgeting to better understand his philosophy on budget management.  She said his goal is to 
get to a system to where much more of the budget is decentralized to the department. Karen 
suggested that the interesting findings would be more likely in year 3 than in year 1. Karen said 
he did get close to reaching his goal while leading the City of Sandy.   
 
Bill Gordon asked about project prioritization and if there is a role for PRAB. Ivan Anderholm 
said he would really like to put together the comprehensive list that the department has 
prioritized, bring it to PRAB for review and to be able to answer the hard questions. This list 
could be presented at the February meeting. 
 
Sandy Intraversato reiterated what Ivan said earlier about the priority mostly being driven by 
safety and asset maintenance issues. Sandy suggested the department adopt a “while we’re 
there” approach where capacity might be added at the same time maintenance (safety, 
function, aesthetics) is conducted. 
 
5.2  Review and Discuss System Development Charge (SDC) Parks & Recreation 20 year Capital 
Improvement Plan (excerpt from SDC methodology document) 

Ivan Anderholm presented the SDC list of projects that was approved in 2008 with the adoption 
of the revised SDC methodology. About every 5 years, the 20 year CIP should be reviewed. Ivan 
is going to hire Don Ganer to come back in and review the project list to identify and calculate 
the amount of SDC funding available for amenities added to parks and/or for developing new 
parks. The current funding is at about $1.8M. 
 
5.3  Discuss Upcoming PRAB Recruitment 

Bill Gordon has reapplied and cannot be on the interview committee. Brett Anderson (currently 
a PRAB alternate) has applied. The link to the online application form is available through 
Boards and Commissions page. 
 
The interview team is Sandy Intraversato, Karen Bowerman and Jeff Gudman. Sandy mentioned 
that need to reach out personally.  April will be the last meeting for Sandy and Mark. 
Encourage potential members to fill out the online form.  A current member can reapply after a 
one year hiatus.  



Page 4 
 

 

 

503.675.2544 4101 Kruse Way PO BOX 369 Lake Oswego, OR 97034 www.ci.oswego.or.us 

 

 
5.4  Director’s Report 

Ivan Anderholm went to the Council Goal Setting retreat. During the retreat, the Mayor stated 
that the City is not getting rid or closing the golf course, so attention should be directed to what 
can be done to improve the practice range. Ivan said Jeff Gudman followed up the Mayor’s 
statement by mentioning the PRAB discussion at the January meeting about investments for 
improving one’s short game and the golf course’s revenue. 
 
Ivan mentioned about looking at board responsibilities as defined in the City code and how 
board members interact in meetings and the level at which the boards are involved with and 
the interaction between the boards and the staff liaisons. Ivan mentioned that when the 
advisory boards submitted their goals, some are exactly the same but from different 
perspectives specific to Parks or Natural Areas or other departments.  
 
There will be an effort to take a look at and assess roles. For example, HRAB is discussing 
projects at Luscher that have not been discussed with PRAB. There are some polarizing issues 
that cannot be addressed by three different boards all taking the lead. The goal of reviewing 
board roles is to streamline and make participation more efficient. Ivan’s opinion is that if it is a 
park facility, PRAB should lead any effort and other involved boards should be talking to PRAB. 
 
Karen Bowerman said a related item is that if there are opportunities to consult with another 
board and it isn’t happening, it should happen.  
 
Bill Gordon asked if it would be a task for the department to meet with HRAB and NRAB and 
SAB to talk about roles, interaction and Parks Department budget affecting projects. 
 
Bill Gordon volunteered to get together with Heidi (NRAB) to talk about goals for 2014. 
 
Kim Stott will send out the most current HRAB/NRAB/SAB rosters to PRAB members. 
 
An Eagle Scout finished the brick patio off the deck of the oak/acorn room. He placed the bricks 
that were sold to raise money for the ACC. There are an additional 700 bricks that can be 
engraved. 
 
5.5  Set Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 19, 2014. 
 
5.6  Adjourn Meeting 
Bill Gordon adjourned the meeting at 8:10pm. 
 


