
  
 

City of Lake Oswego Transportation Advisory Board 
Minutes of April 10, 2013 Page 1 of 4 

  

 
 

 
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation System Plan Advisory 

Committee Minutes 
April 10, 2013 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL  
Chair Tom Fahey called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.  Those present are listed below. 
 
TAB members:  Chair Tom Fahey, Vice Chair Frank Groznik, Detlef Curtis, Peter Goodkin, 

David Jorling, Donald McHarness and Andrew Provost (Youth Member).   
Heather Peck was not present. 

 
Technical Members:  Grace Cho, Metro; Tom Mills, Tri-Met;  Gail Curtis, ODOT; Gert Zoutendijk 

(alternative for Phil Sample), Fire Department; Sidaro Sin, Lake Oswego 
Development Projects Manager;  Hamid Pishvaie, Lake Oswego Assistant 
Community Development Director; and Doug Treat, LOPD.  Sarah Abbott, 
Clackamas County; and Karen Buehrig, Clackamas County; were not 
present.   

 
City Council:  Councilor Donna Jordan 
 
Consultant:   Phil Worth, Kittelson & Associates 
 
Staff present:    Nancy Flye, Traffic Engineering Technician; Erica Rooney, Assistant City 

Engineer; Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; Laura Weigel, Associate 
Planner; Gert Zoutendijk, Fire Department; and Cindy Waggener, 
Administrative Support.   

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW / ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Each participant introduced him/herself.   
 
REVIEW OF EXISTING AND FUTURE CONDITIONS FINDINGS / POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS 
DISCUSS PROPOSED PROJECTS – FOCUS ON PROJECTS REQUIRING MULTI-AGENCY 
COORDINATION 
The group referred to the memorandum, “Existing and Future Conditions and Potential Solutions,” and 
discussed the following Highway 43 projects with the agency representatives.     
 
• State Street /Avenue and McVey/State Street (rear end crashes).   
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Speed was a contributing factor.  The suggested solution was placing permanent speed feedback 
signs in the hope drivers would mitigate their speeds.  The Committee observed both situations 
involved driving downhill into Lake Oswego as the allowable speed changed very quickly to 25 mph.  
Ms. Curtis advised that ODOT would want to look at whether this technique would be effective and the 
agency would determine where the signs should be located.  She noted the McVey/Highway 43 
intersection was still on the agency’s list of top intersections with safety problems.  During this 
discussion it was mentioned that the northbound left turn at State/A was a problem and it might need 
a left turn arrow. 
 
• McVey Avenue/ Highway 43 (northbound left turn rear end crashes) 

This project would restripe the northbound left lane to dedicate it to turning left onto McVey and 
modify the signal accordingly.  The right lane would be the through lane.  Ms. Curtis indicated that 
ODOT supported low cost operational fixes like this.  Lt. Treat mentioned that southbound traffic tried 
to race through the intersection as the light turned red.  Ms. Rooney anticipated staff would work with 
ODOT on things like better lane merging.   
 
• Highway 43 signal improvements  

Ms. Curtis announced that ODOT was installing new signal hardware this year.  ODOT would be able 
to manipulate the controllers and collect data.  Ms. Rooney advised the flashing yellow arrows that 
would be installed would help too.   
 
• Potential bike connection on Highway 43 

Ms. Curtis noted there was a similar project in the Regional Transportation Plan.  Ms. Weigel noted it 
was in the 1997 TSP and in the County TSP.  Mr. Worth confirmed it could be accomplished without 
losing a travel lane.  The estimated cost was $3.7 million.    

• Highway 43/Terwilliger (low volume left turn onto Highway 43) 

The current TSP anticipated signalizing the intersection.  Other solutions might be a roundabout or 
routing drivers wanting to turn left to the right first to make a U-turn around a median.  Comments 
were related to community acceptance of the U-turn solution and that the solution could depend on 
whether a fourth leg was added to serve Foothills.  Lt. Treat suggested a smart light at that 
intersection that would see a car trying to make a left turn.  Mr. McHarness anticipated that would also 
address the problem of turning left onto Terwilliger from Highway 43 at night.  Ms. Curtis inquired 
whether the anticipated 20-year population and employment growth in this part of the City had been 
factored in.  Ms. Weigel planned to research that.  Ms. Rooney confirmed to Ms. Curtis that 
Engineering would be looking at how to address Stafford Road.  Councilor Jordan advised that the 
TSP should look at traffic related to the potential future North Anchor development.     

• Highway 43/Cherry Lane 

Mr. Worth observed the problem was the left turn from the side street onto the highway during heavy 
highway traffic.  The solution could be widening the Cherry Lane approach to the intersection to make 
way for right turning vehicles to get to the stop sign.     

• Highway 43 / B Avenue 

There was heavier than average right turn demand here.  A potential solution could be a signal and a 
right turn lane.  Doing that would encroach into a sidewalk and business and was an unusual solution 
along Highway 43.  Councilor Jordan related that LORA owned that property.  Ms. Curtis advised the 
median island at that crossing could serve as a pedestrian refuge.     

• Highway 43 pathway from Public Storage to Briarwood  
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This solution was to stripe a buffer on the existing right-of-way to protect pedestrians.  Mr. Worth 
responded to the question of who would use it.  He anticipated redevelopment would occur there at 
some point in the future and this would help create more pedestrian facility on that side of the 
highway.  Lt. Treat advised that there were some apartments on the second story of the Public 
Storage facility.     

 
The group looked at a map that projected 2035 traffic.  It highlighted certain facilities of concern in red.  
Those included Bryant Road, and the short segment of Boones Ferry Road between Kruse Way and 
Country Club.  The committee questioned why the Boones Ferry Road segment was of concern.  The 
consultant was looking into it.  It could be due to shortcomings of the model.  Mr. Worth confirmed the 
model factored in the projected cost of gas and how that might influence routes and modes of travel.  
He noted there were not many other alternatives to using Bryant Road to get to the interstate.  The 
Metro representative explained the facilities highlighted in red were the quickest and easiest routes 
the model projected people would take based on the locations of housing and jobs.  Red indicated 
that might push the facility over capacity.  Someone who used Bryant on a daily basis suggested it 
was the intersection that was the problem.  Mr. Worth advised the City had been studying that 
intersection in connection with Boones Ferry Road corridor improvements.   
 
The topic of a pedestrian/bike bridge across the Willamette River was discussed.  The railroad was 
not interested in sharing its existing bridge with peds/bikes.  An agency representative reported there 
was a lot of interest in having such a bridge.   
 
Mr. Worth explained ODOT’s volume to capacity ratio.  ODOT standards called for addressing a 
facility that was at 85% of capacity.  However, Lake Oswego and ODOT had a Special Transportation 
Area agreement related to Highway 43, which allowed the segment going through Lake Oswego to 
get more congested and nearer to capacity before action had to be taken.  Metro would also tolerate 
more congestion in urban areas when a facility was built out.  In this case if the peak time ratio was 
1.1 in the first hour but .99 during the second hour in 2035 the facility would be seen as meeting 
agreed upon operational standards.  Drastic action would not be required.  The red line on the map 
was considered an early warning.  The situation would be investigated again in ten years during the 
next TSP update.   
 
During the discussion the agency representatives clarified that the model factored in the impact of the 
Portland-Milwaukie transit line, but another extension to Oregon City was beyond the model’s 20 year 
horizon.  It did not factor in SW Corridor planning.  Councilor Jordan recalled a park and ride facility at 
the west end of the Kruse Way area had once been considered.  Groznik and others noted the City 
was underserved by the bus system.  Mr. Mills reported Tri-Met was going to review services to Lake 
Oswego and other communities this summer.  Ms. Rooney confirmed one of the projects on the list 
was a bike route trail alternative to riding on Highway 43.  Ms. Curtis announced Clackamas County 
was getting a state grant to develop a TSP.  They would coordinate it with the cities’ TSPs.  She 
related that ODOT would continue to maintain its facilities but not go beyond that due to forecasted 
funds.  Citizens should be aware of the financial constraints.  She noted the state did have some 
grants to offer.  The consultant confirmed that private/public partnerships were another way to make 
incremental improvements.  Councilor Jordan suggested the North Anchor development could make 
Highway 43/B Avenue safer.   
 
NEXT STEPS 
Mr. Worth anticipated TSPAC would create a list of priority projects listed in order of how much they 
would help accomplish the City’s goals.  Then it would look at the City’s financial condition and ability 
to fund transportation improvements until 2035 by itself or with partners like TriMet, Metro, Clackamas 
County, and ODOT.  Then it would apply the money to high priority projects to identify which were 
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cost feasible.  The rest would be categorized as projects the City would like to accomplish if it could 
get more money from somewhere to do them.  Ms. Weigel reported staff was planning an open house 
at the end of May or in June.  They would schedule the next TSPAC meeting in June or July.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 
CAC Comments 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair Fahey adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:58 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cindy Waggener 
Administrative Support 

 


