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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 

September 9, 2015 

 
Chair Donald McHarness called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of City Hall.  
 
Members present:   Chair Donald McHarness; Detlef Curtis, Peter Goodkin, Mike Peebles, Willard 

Chi, and Vidya Kale.  Richard Nys was excused. 
 
Guest(s):  Rick Kappler, 5690 SW Mayfield Place, Portland, OR 97225 
 
Staff present:   Amanda Owings, PE, Traffic Engineer; Lt. Doug Treat, LOPD;  
 Stacy Bluhm, PE, Project Engineer, Engineering Department 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

The minutes of May 12, 2015 were approved.  Action on the draft minutes of July 9, 2015 was carried 
over to the next meeting.         

COUNCIL REPORT 
None. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Mr. Kappler advocated moving forward the project considering converting the Willamette Shoreline 
Trolley route to a bicycle and pedestrian trail.  He discussed that the trail would serve emergency 
purposes, accommodate the increase in pedestrian, wheelchair and bike traffic after the Sellwood 
Bridge was completed, and it would serve as a route for those modes when Portland closes 
Springwater Trail to work on Oaks Bottom wetlands.   

PROJECT UPDATE: BOONES FERRY ROAD REHABILITATION 
Ms. Bluhm described the scope of the first phase of the project as full street improvement from 
Madrona north to the Post Office property, plus improvements at Lanewood and the Lake Grove 
Elementary School driveway.  The second phase, which would improve the corridor to Kruse Way, 
was at least ten years in the future.  The Phase I, 30% design is to be completed by the end of 2015 
and will establish right-of-way needs for the acquisition process. Construction was anticipated to start 
in 2017 and last for two years.   

It was anticipated that there would be right-of-way acquisition from every property owner along the 
project. One building (Casa del Pollo restaurant) would need to be removed.  Some of the property 
owners were concerned about losing parking spaces.  In some areas the sidewalk will remain narrow 
to accommodate existing development and eventually be widened upon redevelopment.   

Staff discussed the reconstruction of two signals, plus the installation of three new traffic signals along 
with two mid-block pedestrian crossings. The group viewed the street cross sections showing a 
landscaped median throughout the project and the necessary U-turns at intersections.  Most existing 
left turns to and from driveways would be eliminated, except the southern-most left turn into the Lake 
Grove Shopping Center.  She discussed that the direction of flow of drainage was related to the slope 
of the road:  stormwater on the west side would flow into the landscaped center median and runoff 
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from the east side would be collected at the east curb, adjacent to the sidewalk.  She confirmed that 
there would not be any storm drain grates in the bike lanes on the west side of the roadway.  No 
decision had been made regarding whether there would be grates or curb inlets on the east side.     

At the Bryant intersection a dual southbound left turn was no longer proposed because of feedback 
during the public outreach process. It had not been decided whether or not there should be a 
permissive left turn arrow. Some advisory committee members felt there should not be one.  The 
school driveway would be aligned with Lanewood Street.  That intersection would be improved to 
allow drivers to make a U-turn to access the Post Office driveway.     

During the discussion Ms. Bluhm clarified that staff still had to determine whether bike lanes could 
continue at intersections or if larger vehicles might encroach into them.  Staff clarified that the U-turns 
had been designed for the full range of passenger vehicle sizes but not for trucks. Where there was a 
sign that indicated that a U-turn was permitted, trucks would be allowed to do it, but it is up to the 
experience of the truck driver to determine if there was enough turning width for their truck.   

Some of the group recalled near collisions at Oakridge and Reese where the skewed alignment 
created a safety risk for bicyclists and pedestrians.  Ms. Bluhm planned to look into that.  She 
explained the $26.9 million cost of the project and detailed the sources of the funding from bonds, 
SDCs and a grant from ODOT.  She reported that the Project Advisory Committee met monthly.  A 
community meeting was scheduled on September 24.  The project website is the best source of 
information: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/bfp/ or http://boonesferryproject.org/  

  

STAFF REPORTS 

Police Department Report 
Lt. Treat provided an update on the types and numbers of crashes and traffic citations.  The traffic unit 
held several traffic safety enforcement events, including at school zones.  He reported there was a lot 
more compliance now than in the past.  He confirmed that the majority of citations were to City 
residents.  He confirmed it was Police policy to announce such events ahead of time.   

Traffic Engineering Report 
Ms. Owings reported that the Engineering Department was advising the City Council regarding code 
amendments to implement the updated Transportation System Plan (TSP).  They were also working 
on updating GIS maps.  She updated TAB regarding new/improved signals, street projects and 
sidewalk closure at the Block 137 project.  In regard to signals she advised that a new regional 
network would enable controlling signal timing.  She advised that flashing yellow arrow signals were 
installed based on sight distance availability and traffic volume.  She anticipated TriMet would work 
with the City when projects required finding a temporary location for a bus stop.  TAB members 
reported that bike loops were not sensing the presence of bikes at some intersections, including at the 
Bonita/Bangy intersection.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Lake Oswego Commute Challenge 

Mr. Kale related that the Challenge had begun on August 29 but people could still register on the SAB 
website.  He was going to lead a walk the following Sunday to demonstrate that people could walk 
around downtown to do their shopping instead of driving.  A bike ride was planned the following 
Saturday along the Iron Mountain bike route from Millennium Park to Waluga Park and back.   

• Willamette Shoreline Trolley Ride and Observation 
TAB planned to ride and walk the Willamette Shoreline Trolley route to examine what was along the 
route and the potential scope of a trail project.   Staff provided TriMet’s map of the right-of-way which 
showed trestles, tunnel, and the types of easements over properties along the route.   The group 

http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/bfp/
http://boonesferryproject.org/
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prioritized three potential dates: September 27 and October 10 and 17.  Chair McHarness intends to 
follow up with members and staff and then announce the exact date.   

OTHER BUSINESS 
Highway 43/State Street.  It was reported that some of the group had looked at right-of-way widths 
and the possibility of adding fog lines on State Street and had a recommendation that included a 10.5’ 
lane.  TAB had received additional information: a report that this segment was a Special 
Transportation Area where at certain speeds in a scrunched traffic situation there could be a narrower 
lane, but normally it should be minimum 11’ lanes; and, the results of a University of North Carolina 
Highway Safety Research Center study.  The study concluded that bicyclists and drivers positioned 
themselves more safely on the roadway in a lane that accommodated 11’ for travel and 3’ for bikes.  
Some of the group recalled a lawsuit in another jurisdiction related to a crash where the bike lane was 
too narrow at 3.5’.  Due to unanswered questions related to lane width no related action was taken at 
this meeting.     

Signs.  There was discussion of a trend to replace “Share the Road’ signs with “Bicycles May Use Full 
Lane” signs which were less confusing.  Staff confirmed the City did not have “Share the Road” signs.   

Call for Volunteers.  Volunteers were needed for Metro’s annual trail count program on September 19 
and 20.  Staff planned to circulate an email advising interested persons to volunteer.   

Meeting schedule change.  TAB needs to reschedule their November 11 meeting due to the Veteran’s 
Day holiday.  They discussed scheduling an interim meeting in order to meet jointly with SAB to 
discuss bicycle transportation planning.  No decision was made at this meeting.  Ms. Owings planned 
to follow up with the members and then schedule the meeting(s).   

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair McHarness adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Owings 
Traffic Engineer 

 
Link to meeting webpage and audio file: https://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_tab/transportation-advisory-board-31 
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