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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 

January 13, 2016 

 
Chair Donald McHarness called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue. 

Members present:   Chair Donald McHarness; Vice-Chair Detlef Curtis, Peter Goodkin, Mike Peebles, 
Richard Nys, Willard Chi, Vidya Kale and Gus Hearn.  Councilor Jackie Manz 
was present as Council Liaison. 

Guest(s):  Tom Fahey, Lisa Adatto and Paul Soper 

Staff present:   Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; and Lt. Doug Treat, LOPD  

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Minutes of November 5, 2015 were approved by unanimous consent. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

None.   

COUNCIL REPORT 

Councilor Manz outlined the Council’s draft goals.  During the discussion she offered to check on the 
status of the project to create a trail along the trolley line.   

STAFF REPORT 

Police Department Report 

Lt. Treat offered statistics on traffic citations since the last meeting and during the year 2015.  The 
number of crashes during 2015 was above the goal of 200. He highlighted locations with the highest 
number of crashes.  Boones Ferry Road had the most intersections with the highest crash rates.  He 
discussed new state laws that increased the speed limit in rural counties to 70 mph; mandated ignition 
interlock devices for those convicted of DUI; and permitted bicyclists and motorcyclists to proceed 
through a stop light under certain conditions.   

Traffic Engineer’s Report 

Ms. Owings highlighted that the Engineering Department was working on the CIP for this year.  She 
listed some of the pavement projects they planned to accomplish.  She clarified that the Boones Ferry 
Road project was in the design review stage.  She discussed a potential project the affected 
neighborhood asked for that would extend a sidewalk on McEwan Road west from the school.  TAB 
members alerted staff that an area of Block 137 was very dark because the street lights were blocked. 

OTHER BUSINESS  

Special meeting with Sustainability Advisory Board 

SAB members Ms. Adatto, Mr. Fahey and Mr. Soper proposed that SAB and TAB and interest groups 
work together to advocate for an expanded and safer system of bike facilities that were useable by 
older and younger generations.  They suggested the approach of selecting and advocating for one 
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priority project to begin with as well as advocating that the City start to regularly fund bike projects.  
Ms. Adatto advocated for the City creating separated bike paths because they were safer.  

There was discussion that TAB had already submitted an unsuccessful budget proposal asking for 
$200,000 per year to be spent on bike facilities.  Separated bike paths would be very costly and not 
very feasible unless they were the large, Metro-related, multi-use trail projects in the TSP.  The group 
discussed the concept of starting by advocating for small, “low-hanging-fruit” fixes that would be 
feasible, successful and popular and would generate public support for more improvements to the 
system.    

There was much discussion of the idea of improving a segment of the Iron Mountain bike route in 
association with development of the new Iron Mountain Park.  Fixing problem locations on Iron 
Mountain near the park could have immediate popular impact.  They discussed the constraints of the 
right-of-way, which were many.  They talked about a potential off-road loop around the Hunt Club.  
They discussed that the route was a connection between Downtown and Lake Grove.  They 
considered the aspect of economic benefits from mapping this and other trails for cycling tourists.   
They agreed to arrange to get together to look at the locations they knew were bad and consider what 
small, feasible, projects might be accomplished to make the route to the new park a little safer and 
more accessible.  They anticipated drafting a related proposal to present to the Budget Committee.  
Both TAB and SAB would advocate for it.   

Iron Mountain Bike/Ped facility discussion 

There was discussion that the City could not lower the speed limit unless a study supported it and 
ODOT approved it.  See also TAB’s discussion with SAB representatives (above).   

McEwan Road pedestrian facility request 

See the related discussion under Traffic Engineer’s Report 

ANNOUNCMENTS 

The Boards and Commissions Summit was on February 9, 2015.   

TAB Vacancies 

There were about to be two open positions on TAB because the terms of two members were expiring.   

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business Chair McHarness adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Owings 
Transportation Engineer 

 

 


