
TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
Members of the City Council 
Tom Coffee, City Manager 

Evan P. Boone, Deputy City Attorney 

2013 Code Amendments (Does Not Include Chapter SO) 
Ordinance 2617 
Adoption of Ordinance- scheduled May 21, 2013 

COUNCIL REPORT 

Written Comment by Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors®, 5/17/13 

DATE: May 20,2013 

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

On April16, 2013, the City Council held a public hearing and tentatively approved Ordinance 
2617. Council directed staff to return Ordinance 2617 for final adoption on May 21, 2013. 

ADDITIONAL AMENDMENT TO SIGN CODE PROPOSED 

Attached is a letter received from the Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors® (PMAR) 
on May 17, 2013, recommending an amendment to the proposed amendment of LOC 
47.08.305(1)(b). 

Under the proposed LOC 47.08.305(1)(b)(i), temporary signs on properties that have 
apartments for rent would need to obtain a permit. The reason is that when apartment rentals 
have continual turnover, a temporary sign can essentially become a permanent sign; the code 
amendment requires "permanent" temporary sign on an apartment site to meet the same 
requirements for permanent signs. 

PMAR proposes to exempt temporary signs on apartment rental sites from the necessity to 
obtain a permit when the entire site is for sale. See proposed amendment to LOC 47.08.305 
below; the PAMR amendment is shown in .!;tg!g. This amendment to proposed LOC 
47.08.305(1)(b}(i) would be similar to the "entire site" exemption currently proposed for 
Commercial Zones and Industrial Zones in subsection (ii). Staff supports the proposed 
amendment. 
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47.08.305 Temporary Signs Requiring Permit. 
1. a. The City Manager may allow temporary signs larger than those allowed by 
47.08.300 to be erected. This signage shall not be restricted by content, but is usually and 
customarily used to advertise special events and store openings on banners. The City 
Manager shall allow the erection of such signs only if the City Manager finds that the 
proposed sign will not materially impair the purposes of the Sign Code expressed in LOC 
47.03.010. Seasonal decorations erected within the public right-of-way shall be considered 
to be such signs. These signs shall meet all applicable City Code provisions. lighting of such 
signs will be reviewed as part of the application and may be allowed depending on impact 
to surrounding development. 

b. In addition to subsection {a) above. the following temporary signs require a 
permit: 

i. Residential Zones: Temporary signs permitted by LOC 47.08.300{2HaHiil 
that are required to be removed following sale. lease or rental of property. when the 
residential use on the site is apartments for rental". unless the entire parcel is for sale. 

ii. Commercial Zones and Industrial Zones: Temporary signs permitted by 
LOC 47.08.300{2Hb)(jil that are required to be removed following sale. lease or rental of 
property. unless the entire parcel is for sale. 

If the Council supports the proposed additional amendment to LOC L 47.08.305(1)(b)(i), the 
adoption of Ordinance 2617 must be postponed to the June 4 Council meeting. 

Lake Oswego City Charter 
Section 33. Regular Ordinances. 
Except as provided in Section 34, the procedure for adoption of a general or special 
ordinance shall be as follows: 
A. Filing: A proposed ordinance shall be filed with the City Recorder at least one 
week prior to the Council meeting at which it will be considered. 
B. Notice: Written notice of the ordinance shall be posted at City Hall and two other 
public places and published in a newspaper of general circulation in the City at least one 
week prior to the meeting at which the proposed ordinance will be considered. The notice 
shall include the title of the proposed ordinance and the date, time and place of the 
council meeting and shall state that copies of the ordinance are available in the City 
Recorder's Office. 
C. Consideration and Enactment: Except as provided in this subsection, a proposed 
ordinance may be considered and enacted at single meeting of the Council. If the 
Council substantially amends the ordinance as presented, enactment shall be 
continued to a second meeting of the Council to enable preparation and presentation 
of an amended ordinance. For the purposes of this section, a "substantial amendment" is 
an amendment that modifies the substantive effect of the ordinance. Correction of 
typographical errors, procedural modifications and wording or format changes that clarify 
meaning shall not be considered substantial amendments. 
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ALTERNATIVES & FISCAL IMPACT 

There are no fiscal impacts. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Council move to postpone the'consideration of the adoption of 
Ordinance 2617 to June 4, 2013, and direct staff to present an amended proposed Ordinance 
2617 per this Supplemental Council Report dated May 20, 2013. 

EXHIBITS 

A. Letter 

Exhibit A-1 

Reviewed by: 

'city Attorney ' 

To~ Coffee 
City Manager 

Letter from Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors®, S/17/13 
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May 17, 2013 

Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
City Council Members 
City of Lake Oswego 
380 Avenue "A" 
Lake Oswego, OR 

--··· 1-"0f~ f"L AN U Mc:I I~OPOLITAN 
A SSO CIATION OF REALTOR S ' 

Exhibit A -1 

Supplemental Council Report 
May 20, 2013 

Re: Ordinance No. 2617 Clarifying, Revising and Updating Chapter 47 (Sign Code) 

Dear Mayor Studebaker and Members of the Council, 

On behalf of the more than 5,700 members of the Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors® 
(PMAR), I commend Lake Oswego in its effort to maintain a workable and mutually beneficial sign 
code for its citizenry, local businesses and those who conduct business within your city. One of the 
tools Realtors® use in their business is a sign placed on a property to communicate to potential 
buyers. Signs are used to assist people in finding homes within your community that are for sale. 
Clients, your constituents, ask for, and want, signs to be used to market their property. 

PMAR appreciates this continued opportunity to assist the City by providing our comments to 
Council regarding the proposed revision language contained within Ordinance No. 2617 as it 
pertains to Section 47.08.305 Temporary Signs Requiring Permit. 

Section 47.08.305(1)(b) & (1)(b){i) 

PMAR opposes the Proposed Language disallowing the use of a Temporary Sign on private 
property in residential zones marketing said property as being for sale except by permit. 

Comment: The above referenced section within Ordinance No. 2617, as written , would require 
citizens of Lake Oswego to purchase a permit from the City in order to be allowed to place a For 
Sale sign on their residential property that happens to be multi-family (i.e. duplex, triplex, etc.). That 
language, as proposed, reads as follows : 

b. In addition to subsection (a) above. the following tempora1y signs require a permit: 
i. Residential Zones: Temporary signs permitted by LOC 47.08.300(2)(a)(ii) that are 

required to be removed following sale, lease or rental of property, when the residential use on 
the site is apartments for rental. 

Pursuant to my telephone conversation with Lake Oswego's Deputy Attorney Evan Boone, it is my 
understanding that this language was recommended for inclusion in order to avoid perpetual signage 
for apartment buildings advertising units for rent and/or lease. However, as written, this language 
would also require that the homeowner apply and purchase a permit for placement of a For Sale 
sign on their property . 

Unlike the language contained within Section 47.08.305(1 )(b)(ii), which provides continued permit 
exemption for placement of a temporary sign on property that is For Sale within "Commercial Zones 
and Industrial Zones" with the additional words: "unless the entire parcel is for sale," no such 
exemption is available for your citizens who happen to own a multi-family property within residential 
neighborhoods in your city when their entire property is for sale as well. 
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PMAR Recommendation: PMAR urges Council's consideration of the addition of the words "unless 
the entire parcel is for sale" to the proposed language within Section 47.08.305(1)(b)(i) to read as 
follows: 

b. In addition to subsection (a) above, the following temporary signs require a permit: 
i. Residential Zones: Temporary signs permitted by LOC 47.08.300(2)(a)(ii) that are 

required to be removed following sale, lease or rental of property, when the residential use on 
the site is apartments for rental unless the entire parcel is for sale. 

PMAR is a professional association, serving members within the real estate industry. Its mission is to 
provide services, products and programs that will enhance its members' ability to conduct their real 
estate business ethically and competently, to advocate and protect private property rights, and to 
promote the real estate profession. PMAR represents and serves individuals in all facets of the real 
estate industry. Its members are committed to protecting homeownership, establishing and 
maintaining high professional standards of practice and creating unity in the real estate profession. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you require any further information or have any 
additional questions for PMAR, please do not hesitate to contact me at 503-459-21 62. 

i~ 
'7\J 

Daryl -y{ Winand 
Governmental Affairs Specialist 
Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors® 

Cc; Members, City Council: 
Councilor Karen Bowerman 
Councilor Jeff Gudman 
Councilor Jon Gustafson 
Councilor Donna Jordan 
Councilor Mike Kehoe 
Councilor Skip O'Neill 

Members, PMAR Governmental Affairs Committee 
Jan Cullivan, 2013 PMAR President 
Kathy Querin, PMAR CEO 
Jane Leo, PMAR Governmental Affairs Director 


