
RE: LU13-0012 
 
As we all realize, this is an issue that involves both heartstrings and purse strings.  I 
believe that the City ought to preserve the 1855 Carman House for the public good and 
let me tell you why: 
 

1. It remains the oldest house in our community today. 
2. It’s one of a scarce number of such houses in Oregon. Research conducted by 

Restore Oregon shows that demolition of these Willamette Valley structures 
has resulted in losses that bring us down to just 5% the homes and homesteads 
that were standing in 1865. 

3. It’s the only house we still have that dates back to the federal Donation Land 
Claim Act passed in 1850 as a means to lure settlors to the Oregon Territory.  

4. Of the 43 homes on the City’s Landmark List, this is, historically, the most 
significant to the community. 

5. Waters Carman was a pioneer who contributed greatly to the early 
development of the area.  

6. The house was one of the earliest homes built in Oswego. 
 
At the same time, I’m sensitive and sympathetic to the owners’ right to realize some 
economic value from their property. Knowing that the public hearing process is 
inherently adversarial, I contacted the owners, through their attorney, months ago. I 
offered to sit down around a table and talk about scenarios that include retention of the 
house and to discuss benefits of which they may not be aware. My hope all along has 
been to find a solution that works for both sides. I’m still very interested in having that 
conversation.  
 
On August 7, 1979 an article was published in the Oregonian entitled, “Homestead Stays; 
Family Goes.” It states, “Dick Wilmot has obtained approval for the 51-unit Pony Hill 
condominium project on his land adjacent to the Mountain Park development, but he is 
planning to donate the wood-frame house and about one-half acre to an appropriate 
historical or governmental body for preservation.” Richard Wilmot clearly understood 
and appreciated the historic significance of the Carman House to the community. Tonight 
I am asking you to grant the opportunity to honor his wish.  
 
As long as the Carman House still stands, the options for a solution that balance 
development with preservation exist. On the other hand, there is only one chance to make 
the decision to demolish this historic structure and that decision is made, not only for the 
community today, but for our children and all who come after us. Please uphold the 
decision of the Historic Resources Advisory Board and deny LU13-0012 so we’ll have 
enough time to work together to craft a win-win solution.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Marylou Colver, 68 Leonard Street, Lake Oswego 97034 
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