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Mayor Studebaker called the special City Council meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. on February 
11, 2014, at the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way. 

Present: Mayor Studebaker, Councilors Jordan, Gudman, Bowerman, Gustafson, 
Hughes, and O’Neill 

Staff Present: Scott Lazenby, City Manager; Catherine Schneider, City Recorder; David 
Donaldson, Assistant City Manager; Bill Baars, Library Director; Andrea 
Christenson, Natural Resources Planner; Scot Siegel, Planning and Building 
Services Director; Nancy Flye, Traffic Engineering Technician; Anne-Marie 
Simpson, Deputy City Recorder; Ann Adrian, Adult Community Center 
Manager 

  

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Mayor Studebaker outlined the meeting format. 

OVERVIEW OF 2014 COUNCIL POLICIES AND GOALS 

Mayor Studebaker presented an overview of the City Council’s goal-setting session in January.  
After reviewing the City Council policies published on February 4, 2014, he explained that 
Council’s 2014 Goals are now categorized either as short term, for 2014, or long term.  He 
highlighted all of the Goals.  

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS PRESENTATIONS – 2013 ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND 
2014 GOALS 
 

 Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) 
Todd Van Rysselberghe, Co-Chair and Heidi Schrimsher, Co-Chair 

Mr. Van Rysselberghe reviewed the mission of NRAB and referred Council to Ms. Christenson’s 
report, submitted on their behalf. He highlighted accomplishments achieved through the City’s 
Heritage Tree program.  

Ms. Schrimsher cited NRAB’s role in adoption of the Luscher Area Master Plan as a major 
accomplishment of 2013.  She indicated that NRAB looks forward to working on implementation of 
Parks Plan 2025, including creation of a community garden on the north end of town. 

Mr. Van Rysselberghe mentioned that this year Lake Oswego will be recognized by Tree City 
USA for reaching the 25th year of its urban forestry program.  He also indicated that NRAB had 
reviewed and been pleased with the recently-adopted Council Goals and Policies; in particular, 
they hope the City moves forward with the goal of considering the volunteer coordination services. 

 50+ Advisory Board 
Gene Arnold, Chair 
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Mr. Arnold discussed the charge of the 50+ Board.  He highlighted a top 2013 agenda item, the 
formulation of plans for an elder playground and handed out additional information to Council 
members.  He emphasized the Board’s close relationship with the Adult Community Center and its 
value to the community.  After relating data that shows the city’s aging population and their future 
needs, he discussed activities and potential expansion of an organization based in Multnomah 
County, Elders in Action.  In reviewing the 50+ Board’s 2014 goals, he indicated several important 
items, including pursuit of City funding for the elder playground; increased involvement with the 
Mary’s Woods community; and calling for increased support of the Adult Community Center. 

 Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) 
Kasey Holwerda, Chair 

Ms. Holwerda described HRAB’s role as a quasi-judicial body involving public hearings related to 
landmarks.  Among a number of projects in 2013, HRAB members continued their efforts with the 
Worker’s Cottage and did publicity on the Iron Heritage Trail, she reported.  They have continued 
in their role as a Certified Local Government, applying for grants and taking other steps to 
strengthen the city’s landmarks situation.  She discussed focus areas for 2014, including work on a 
heritage trail in the Luscher basin and Phase 3 of the Worker’s Cottage rehabilitation, among other 
items. She described plans for attracting a qualified nonprofit organization to occupy the Worker’s 
Cottage.  Pointing out the lack of incentives for property owners who might seek historic landmark 
designation, she indicated that the Preservation Incentive Program would also be a focus.  She 
concluded with a summary of HRAB outreach initiatives. 

 Library Advisory Board (LAB) 
Richard Slaven, Chair 

Mr. Slaven’s presentation was accompanied by PowerPoint slides, beginning with a historical 
overview of the Library and key data related to its growth over the past 30 years.  He discussed the 
decrease in the City’s funding as a percentage of total Library funding since passage of the 
Clackamas County library levy in 2008.  After touching on LAB outreach and fundraising efforts 
included in the Library report he urged Council not to further reduce the City’s support. 

 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) 
Bill Gordon, Chair 

Mr. Gordon summarized three focus items for PRAB for the past year:  (1) working on and 
achieving approval of the Luscher Area Master Plan; (2) working on establishment of several new 
Friends groups; and (3) conducting a review of the Recreation part of the Department programs, a 
“deep dive” focused on detailed analysis of revenue and expenses.  For 2014, he indicated that 
PRAB will build on their improved ability to analyze Parks and Recreation data and continue with 
the “deep dive” initiative.  Additional 2014 goals were described, as reflected on the PRAB report 
(p 21 of Council packet).  Among highlighted goals was the implementation of the Luscher Area 
Master Plan and exploration of possibilities for a Parks Foundation.  

 Planning Commission 
Bill Gaar, Chair 

Mr. Gaar extolled the excellence of the Planning Department staff.  Observing that it seemed that 
the Planning Commission had been working solely on the Comprehensive Plan Update, he 
expressed pride in the final document that the Commission has recommended for City Council 
approval.  He indicated that they look forward to working on the Natural Resources section update 
and expressed the Commission’s commitment to meeting the timelines as shown in the 
memorandum to Council (p 19-20 of Council packet).  He emphasized the significance of the 
project to clarify and streamline the Community Development Code.  Discussing the Planning 
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Commission’s role as the Commission for Citizen Involvement, he highlighted the expertise of 
Boards and Commissions members and their availability as a resource to the City.  Staff and 
Council were encouraged to call on the Boards and Commissions and to encourage their 
collaboration. 

 Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) 
Mary Ratcliff, Co-Chair 

Ms. Ratcliff touched on three areas of influence for SAB:  (1) advising the City Council; (2) working 
to improve sustainability of City operations; and (3) working with the entire community on issues of 
sustainability.  She provided background on the charter of SAB and their focus on weighing various 
considerations in relation to sustainable practices.  She explained that their activities are grounded 
in long-term goals that focus on the next 40 to 50 years. After discussing functions of SAB and 
their cooperation with other boards and with Staff, she reviewed key activities for 2013.  In 
describing SAB goals for 2014, she noted their participation in the update of the Sustainability 
Action Plan for City Operations; SAB will recommend that the City Council adopt a high-
performance building policy that uses a 50-year life cycle for design and development of facilities.  
Additional goals were described as outlined in the SAB memorandum to Council. 

 Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) 
Tom Fahey, Chair 

Mr. Fahey thanked Councilor Jordan for her work as Council liaison to TAB last year and 
welcomed Councilor Bowerman as the new liaison.  He provided background information on TAB.  
Among their 2013 accomplishments was active participation in the Transportation System Plan 
update and in Southwest Regional Corridor planning meetings.  He indicated that in 2014 TAB will 
continue to take an active role in the Transportation System Plan work in order to present an 
updated Plan for City Council approval.  As noted in their memorandum, he indicated that TAB 
would advocate that Council implement an alternative method of funding for transportation-related 
projects.  Other 2014 priorities would include coordinating with other City advisory boards and 
reviewing neighborhood traffic management program Codes. He concluded by emphasizing the 
need for more funding for TAB’s many projects. 

 Budget Committee 
David Berg, Chair 

While commending the work of the various Boards and Commissions, Mr. Berg observed that he 
would like to see them interact in advance with the Budget Committee.  He described the great 
challenges facing the Committee because of the constrained General Fund.  Boards and 
Commissions members were asked to keep this in mind as they went about their work. 

Mayor Studebaker introduced his fellow Council members and welcomed any questions. 

Councilor Jordan inquired about the parameters for determining the types of groups that might be 
suitable tenants for the Worker’s Cottage.  Ms. Holwerda responded that a request-for-proposal 
process would be used, with a description of proposed uses that would enable the City to make a 
decision. 

Jackie Manz thanked the Mayor for his continued support of the monthly Mayor and Neighborhood 
Chairs meeting. 

Councilor Gustafson explained that one of Council’s goals for the year is to review and change 
as necessary the role and scope of City advisory boards.  This might include such consideration as 
the number of Boards and Commissions and the need to increase or decrease their 
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responsibilities.  He asked for comments from any of the Boards and Commission members 
present. 

Maria Menaghin expressed her belief that a benefit of the City’s Boards is not only citizen 
involvement and input, but availability of more informed citizen input to the City Council. 

Ms. Holwerda responded that she believes the advisory boards provide Council with a level of 
expertise and opinions that are sometimes quite diverse; a recommendation based on their 
consensus should be very valuable to the Council.  She expressed her hope that if any particular 
board was proposed for elimination, its Council liaison would address that directly with that board. 

In further discussion, other Boards and Commissions members pointed out additional benefits 
offered by the groups.  Nick Berardi observed that multiple boards offered a system of checks and 
balances.  Mr. Gaar described the opportunity for Council members to educate themselves on the 
community by hearing multiple voices; savings in Staff time was another benefit provided by 
volunteer advisory board expertise and effort.  Ms. Holwerda cited the significance of the Luscher 
Area Master Plan process, in which multiple boards collaborated and compromised. 

Additional discussion centered on the idea of “cross-pollination” of the Boards and Commissions.  
Mayor Studebaker suggested the possibility of scheduling a mid-year meeting of the board chairs.  
Joanne Haynes opined that, while most of the boards are vertically focused, the 50+ Advisory 
Board is more horizontal; by its nature it represents “cross-pollination” within a particular 
population.  She suggested that this concept could be applied to an initiative like attracting younger 
families to the city. 

Councilor Jordan suggested that there is room for improvement by the Council in communicating 
their focus items in advance to the boards.  This would allow these groups to help the Council 
more effectively.  Ron Smith concurred, commenting on the extensive expertise offered by Boards 
and Commissions members.  He urged Council members to take advantage of this resource.  Mr. 
Berg suggested that Council provide specific goals and objectives for the Boards and 
Commissions. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Studebaker adjourned the meeting at 8:09 p.m. 

 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

  _____________________________ 

  Catherine Schneider, City Recorder 
 

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
ON July 1, 2014    
 
______________________________ 
Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
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