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most are the changes in the community and its char-
acter.  Lake Oswego, the metropolitan area and
the state have grown. There have also been changes
in the social, economic and political structure of the
state and region.  Oregon’s statewide land use pro-
gram was in its infancy when Lake Oswego’s Plan
was first formulated.  Since then, the program has
matured and there have been numerous changes in
state law which must be reflected in communities’
comprehensive land use plans.

In December, 1992 the City Council appointed the
Lake Oswego Comprehensive Plan Review Com-
mittee (LOCPRC) and directed it to review and
update the text of the Comprehensive Plan and for-
ward recommendations to the Planning Commis-
sion and City Council.  The direction given to the
Committee was to take into account the many
changes which have occurred in Oregon and Lake
Oswego since the Plan was first adopted. The
Council also desired that the Plan address changes
in state land use laws and administrative rules.  An-
other goal was to make the plan more clear and
“user friendly” for all those who refer to it — citi-
zens, city staff and officials, developers and other
agencies and jurisdictions.

Update of the transportation element of the Com-
prehensive Plan was completed by a separate ad-
hoc Transportation Committee. Revised transpor-
tation goals and policies, street classifications and a
public facility plan for street improvements were
adopted by Council in December, 1992.

The LOCPRC, with the assistance of others, in-
cluding city boards and commissions and neighbor-
hood associations, reviewed and updated the Com-
prehensive Plan with the purpose of meeting the
above objectives.  This built upon the direction es-
tablished by the Plan’s original authors and the vi-

This is the first update of the original Comprehen-
sive Plan which was developed over a four year
period from 1974-78.  Development of the original
plan involved substantial citizen commitment and in-
volvement, extensive research and thorough review
and public hearings by Lake Oswego’s public offi-
cials.  Lake Oswego’s neighborhood association
program arose from this process and today there
are 16 recognized neighborhood associations.

After adoption by the City in 1978, various por-
tions of the Plan continued to be worked on for
another six years until the plan was acknowledged
in 1984 by the Oregon Department of Land Con-
servation and Development as being in conform-
ance with the Oregon Statewide Planning Goals.

The original planning process began with the devel-
opment of 14 Community Planning Goals and sup-
porting objectives which were produced by 14
separate citizen committees. This effort involved
more than 250 people. The goals and objectives
were adopted by the City Council in 1974.  They
encompassed the following categories; 1) Commu-
nity Area and Regional Relationship; 2) Natural Re-
sources and Environment;  3) Population Density
and Growth; 4) Community and Neighborhood
Identity; 5) Aesthetic Quality - Community Design;
6) Land Use - Open Space; 7) Land Use - Resi-
dential; 8) Land Use - Industrial; 9) Land Use -
Commercial; 10) Transportation; 11) Recreation
and Culture; 12) Community Services and Facili-
ties; 13) Implementation; 14) Citizen Participation.

It has been nearly twenty years since the original
Comprehensive Plan community goals and objec-
tives were adopted and fifteen years since the Plan
policies were approved by the City Council.  Since
then there have been many changes which now re-
quire revisions to the Comprehensive Plan.  Fore-
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sion they had of the community. Every policy state-
ment in the original plan was carefully reviewed and
a conscious decision was made for each as to
whether it should be amended, deleted or retained.
Also, new goals, policies and recommended action
measures were individually considered to ensure
Lake Oswego’s unique character and needs were
addressed.  A careful record has been kept of this
process and is available upon request from the Lake
Oswego Department of Planning and Development.


