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5.9 PUBLIC ART AND THE 
FOOTHILLS DISTRICT

The City of Lake Oswego currently maintains a rich 
focus on public art. This is accomplished through 
a variety of means including development code 
standards that encourage the integration of art 
in building and site design, the Percent for Art 
program under LODC Chapter 18, and through the 
work of the Arts Council of Lake Oswego.

The purpose statement of the City’s Percent for 
Art program found in Section 18.020.010 explains 
the motivation behind this City-wide dedication to 
public art:

“The City of Lake Oswego desires to expand the 
experience of its citizenry through public art of 
the highest quality in concept and execution. 
Public art contributes directly to the quality of 
life in the City of Lake Oswego because citizens 
view and interact with it daily in public spaces. 
Public art instills concern for beauty and good 
design in the public and private sectors by setting 

high aesthetic standards. Public art reflects and 
communicates the history, character and values 
of the community and thereby creates a sense of 
place. The public art process involves citizens and 
artists by inviting them to participate in important 
decisions about the design of their environment. 
The City therefore declares its policy to include 
works of art in projects of the City by establishing 
a Percent for Art program.”

Other commentary on the value of public art reflects 
this sentiment.

“The purpose behind public art is to enrich the 
community by evoking meaning in the public 
forum. Public artwork is meant to inspire higher 
thought about the community or thought in 
general, and can help raise awareness or give 
remembrance to events. Public artwork is meant 
to be seen, but more so experienced, as a work of 
art can help inspire and provide perspective no 
matter what the subject at hand.” 

The Arts Council of Lake Oswego was created in 1999 
to ensure the arts will continue to be an integral part 
of life in the community. The Arts Council was initiated 
by members of The Lake Oswego Arts Commission, a 
City Commission, to promote philanthropic support 
of the arts in the City. Organizational goals include:

• Develop philanthropic funding and methods 
of distribution that will benefit locals arts 
programs, expand civic arts acquisitions, and 
further community arts exhibitions. 

• Advance arts education as a means to 
promote lifelong enjoyment of the arts for all 
citizens of Lake Oswego. 

• Work to raise the level of appreciation and 
understanding of all arts forms by people of 
all ages. 

• Increase opportunities for participation in the 
performing, visual and literary arts. 

• Promote the placement and preservation of 
public art in Lake Oswego. 

Figure 5.9.1: Photo of great piece of Lake Oswego art.
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• Convene advocates of the many arts and 
support their endeavors.

Most relevant to the display of public art in Lake 
Oswego’s urban core, the Arts Council has managed 
the Gallery Without Walls program. The Gallery has 
over sixty rotating and permanent sculptures. The 
rotating sculptures are on-loan from artists of national 
and international acclaim for a two-year period, 
and are for sale. A volunteer committee works for a 
year to select the artwork, balancing the exhibition 
to include a wide variety of concepts, forms and 
materials. [Arts Council website].

The Gallery Without Walls has been a huge success 
in improving public access to art, in inspiring the 
community and as a centerpiece for community 
activities and focus. 

The development code also contains provisions 
that encourage the development of public art. For 
example in the Downtown Redevelopment District 
Design Standards, Section 50.65.050 provides: 
 

“The site design for a new or substantially 
remodeled existing building shall include locations 
for placing public or private art.”

I. Art in Foothills
There is currently one art installation in the 
Gallery Without Walls program within the Foothills 
District: Stafford Stones by Frank Boyden at the 
site of Tokalt Originals. The remainder of the 
Gallery is located in the Downtown core. The 
tour map below shows the historic line of State 
Street separating the vibrant and rich walking 
environment of Downtown with its public art and 
the undeveloped streetscape and public space 
that occupies much of the Foothills District.

Redevelopment of the Foothills District will impose 
new standards within the District that emphasize 
pedestrian friendly streetscapes and human scale 
design. The street and building standards in the 
northern area are designed to create a new major 
connection along B Street directly to Foothills 
Park. In the south, several pedestrian pathways 
are recommended in the Street Plan connecting 
Millennium Plaza to the public waterfront.

These pedestrian ways both major and minor 
will be ideal locations for art installations. If these 
installations are part of the Gallery Without 
Walls program, the art walk and tour could 
be expanded through the downtown core to 

Figure 5.9.2: Photo of sculpture from Lake Oswego Arts Council tour.

Figure 5.9.3: Gallery Without Walls tour map.
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the waterfront. Just as art has helped scores of 
Lake Oswego residents discover new places to 
gather as a community, the Gallery Without Walls 
expansion into Foothills will energize the discovery 
of this new area of the Downtown and create 
new gateways for appreciating art and finding 
community.

II. Recommendations
Adopt the following recommended zoning code 
amendments that would require site design 
for new or substantially remodeled buildings to 
include locations for placing publicly accessible 
art:

1. Within the Foothills District, each new or 
substantially remodeled building must include 
a location for installing public art. Private art, 
not accessible to the public, does not meet 
this criterion. 

2. In significant locations within the Foothills 
District, opportunities for public art must be 
integrated in the approved site or building 
design. These significant locations would 
include the B Street steps, the terminus of B 
Street at Foothills Park, the Streetcar terminus 
and stations and pedestrian pathways in the 
southern district leading to the Willamette 
Greenway.

Within the Comprehensive Plan amendment 
process, include at least the following new 
Comprehensive Plan policies under Community 
Design and Aesthetics:

1. In consultation with the Arts Council of Lake 
Oswego, encourage the expansion of the 
Gallery Without Walls program into the 
Foothills District.

2. Encourage the development and placement 
of public art within the Foothills District in 
significant public locations such as the B 
Street steps, Streetcar terminus and station 
and along pedestrian paths leading to the 
Willamette Greenway and Foothills Park.




