
Intellectual Freedom   
   

Intellectual freedom is a First Amendment right, one that libraries have long been 

vigorous in protecting. The American Library Association has prepared three strong 

statements of support for intellectual freedom, which we present on this page for 

your information. The board of trustees of the Lake Oswego Public Library has 

affirmed all these statements.  

Librarians receive many requests to remove objectionable material. All these 

requests are voiced by sincere people who have concerns that a certain work is 

inappropriate, inaccurate, immoral, or in bad taste. 

 

There is no agreement among patrons about what is objectionable. Throughout the 

history of libraries, almost every classic work of literature has been objected to at 

one time or another. The library is not a controlled information source, and cannot 

act as a safeguard to present only sanitized or safe ideas and works of art. The 

library purposely seeks to challenge users with the widest range of human thought 

and experience. Only in this way can truly free people make informed choices about 

their own lives and morals, and thus forge their very being. The library's mission is 

to support that development, and thus help grow a truly free and wise people. 

 
 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for 

information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide 

their services: 

1. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, 

information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library 

serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, 

or views of those contributing to their creation.  

2. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of 

view on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or 

removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.  

3. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility 

to provide information and enlightenment.  

4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with 

resisting abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.  

5. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of 

origin, age, background, or views.  

6. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the 

public they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, 

regardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their 

use.  

Adopted June 18, 1948; amended February 2, 1961, and January 23, 1980, by the 
ALA Council.  

 

    

 

 

 



Freedom to View 

 

The freedom to view, along with the freedom to speak, to hear, and to read, 

is protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States. In a free society, there is no place for censorship of any medium of 

expression. Therefore these principles are affirmed: 

1. To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials 

because they are a means for the communication of ideas. Liberty of 

circulation is essential to insure the constitutional guarantees of freedom of 

expression.  

2. To protect the confidentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, 

video, and other audiovisual materials.  

3. To provide film, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a 

diversity of views and expression. Selection of a work does not constitute or 

imply agreement with or approval of the content.  

4. To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or 

prejudging film, video, or other audiovisual materials on the basis of the 

moral, religious, or political beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or on the 

basis of controversial content.  

5. To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the 
public's freedom to view.  

This statement was originally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the 

American Film and Video Association (formerly the Educational Film Library 

Association) and was adopted by the AFVA Board of Directors in February 1979. This 
statement was updated and approved by the AFVA Board of Directors in 1989. 

Endorsed by the ALA Council January 10, 1990  

 

 

  

 

 


