
What is “The Deep Web”? 
 
 It is the part of the Internet that is not searchable with with search engines like    
    Google: www.google.com, or able to be found with directories like the one Yahoo   

    has created:  http://dir.yahoo.com/.  “Spiders” also known as “web crawlers”. are  
    programs search engines use  to crawl around and index the internet.  When you use  

    a search engine, you are  searching one of these indexes. 
 

The Invisible Web consists  of information contained in databases and some script-
based web pages which are difficult for search engines to index, or require a 

subscription for access. 
 

The Invisible Web  is estimated to be 500 times larger than the searchable Web!  

This is huge, considering Google has indexed about 8 billion Visible Web pages... 
 

Files such as image files, Usenet archives and documents in non-HTML file formats 
such as .PDF and .DOC documents used to form a part of the Invisible Web, but most 

search engines now index many of these resources.   
 

The Invisible Web is only invisible if you don’t know that it exists, and don’t know how 
to search it.  If you are unable to find what you are looking for with a standard search 

of the Visible Web, or you need the level of information which is only available in a 
database, it is time to search the Invisible Web.   

 
Lake Oswego Library databases (see handout)  are also part of the Invisible Web. 

EBSCO newspapers, magazines, and journals, RefUSA business database,  
HeritageQuest genealogy database, and the other databases the Library subscribes to, 

are not searchable with tools like Google –you have to go to the Library’s website and 

log in with your library card number to search them! 
 

Increasingly, search tools are able to search parts of the Invisible Web. 
Search engines can now search for many different file types, from pictures to PDF 

files.  Now, Google Books and WorldCat even search library catalogs for you! 



Google advanced search features: www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en 
Get to it from the main Google search page. Search by file type, within the pages of a web site, and more.  

Also check out  Google Labs (under the  “more” and then “even more” links,  where new Google features 

are tested.   
 
Google cache:  
When you search with Google and come across a website which is currently down, you can click on the 

word “Cached” below the site summary, to see what the site recently looked like before it went down.  

Useful for finding information that “was just there yesterday!”. 

 

The Wayback Machine:  www.archive.org  
The Wayback Machine is a service offered at the Internet Archive.  Type in the web address of a site,  

and you will be able to look at the site as it appeared at various times in the past.  This is very useful  

for finding information that used to be posted on a site but is no longer there!   Also image, music,  

audio and text searches. 
 
Public Worldcat:  www.worldcat.org/ 
Imagine the country’s library catalogs rolled into one!  Search for a book or other item, and find the  

libraries closest to you that have the item, and see if it is checked out or not! 
 
Google Books:  http://books.google.com/ 
Much like a cross between Amazon.com and Public WorldCat.  Google Books allows you to contribute  and 

read others’ reviews.  Google Books links to WorldCat, so you can find the book in library catalogs, and  

major booksellers where you can purchase the items.  Those books not copyrighted, are available full text! 

 

 

Google Scholar:  http://scholar.google.com 
Search “peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, abstracts and articles, from academic publishers, profes-

sional societies, preprint repositories, universities and other scholarly organizations”. 
 
Library Databases: see databases handout! 
We offer amazing online databases available from home through our website, including EBSCO full text 

newspaper, magazine and scholarly journal articles, RefUSA business database, and HeritageQuest  

genealogy database. Technically they are part of the Invisible Web, since their content is not searchable 

with search engines like Google, or findable with web directories or indexes. 
 
Websites that have useful databases are good to bookmark! 
At the Reference Desk, if we had to do a Google search every time we wanted to get to a particular  

website, it would really slow us down!  Bookmark (or add to your “favorites”) sites which you run across 

that are very useful to you.  You can even categorize them into folders like we do at the Reference Desk.  

We have everything from an “Art” folder to a “Weather” folder in our reference bookmarks.  And we can 

quickly go to the appropriate folder and click on the appropriate bookmark when we have a reference 

question. 
 



OK, so not all of these sites are technically part of the Invisible Web, 

but they are very useful nonetheless… 
 
 
Matisse Enzer’s Glossary of Internet Terms:   
www.matisse.net/files/glossary.html 

Have a computer terminology question?  This glossary is continuously updated and easy to use. 

 
Consumersearch.com:  www.consumersearch.com 

An excellent and free website (unlike Consumer Reports), with reviews of a wide range of products.   

Content from Consumer Reports is included as well as reviews from other pertinent sources! 

 

 

Refdesk.com:  www.refdesk.com 

All-in-one reference resource!  Tons of links to a wide variety of resources!   

*Remember:  you can hit  the “Ctrl” and the “F” keys simultaneously to search for a word on a 

webpage.  This will save your eyes from melting from your head as you scan endless lines of text trying 

to find what you are looking for. 

 

 

Technorati.com:  www.technorati.com 

Powerful blog search.  Read what people are saying about the world.  Also try: 

 

 

Boingboing.net:  www.boingboing.net 

A fascinating directory of blog links and articles. 

 
Oregon Revised Statutes online:  www.leg.state.or.us/ors 

Need to read up on Oregon laws?  The complete landlord tenant laws are in there too! 

 

 

Wikipedia:  http://en.wikipedia.org 

One of the most amazing resources on the Internet!  Search for articles on nearly every topic!  It is a 

“wiki” so that means that it is able to be edited by users –you!  If you are an expert on a given topic you 

can create an entry or edit an existing one!  Changes are checked for accuracy by others. 

 

 

Internet Public library:  www.ipl.org/ 

A wonderful resource!  Full text of books, and an excellent Internet directory.  Many links to sites with  

Invisible Web content. 
 

 

Lake Oswego Public Library Homepage:  www.lakeoswegolibrary.org 

Your community resource for information and enrichment!  You can ask a librarian a reference question, 

search the library catalog, renew your items AND search the online databases!!  Please see the databases 

handout for step-by-step directions on how to access them. 

 

 

 


