
 

 

 

 
 

Lost Lake (Jan 2014) 

Author:  Allen, Sarah Addison 

The first time Eby Pim saw Lost Lake, it was 

on a postcard, half a life ago. Now it's about 

to slip into Eby's past. Her husband George 

is long passed away and most of her 

demanding extended family are gone. All 

that's left is a once-charming collection of 

lakeside cabins succumbing to the Southern 

Georgia heat and an assortment of faithful 

misfits drawn back to Lost Lake year after 

year by their own unspoken dreams and 

desires. It's a lot, but not enough to keep 

Eby from relinquishing Lost Lake to a 

developer with cash in hand, and calling this 

her final summer at the lake. Until one last 

chance at family knocks on her door.  

Booklist says that “this endearing tale of 

surprising second chances may just be 

[Allen’s] wisest work yet.” 

 

Gemini (Mar 2014) 

Author:  Cassella, Carol Wiley 

Dr. Charlotte Reese works in the intensive 

care unit of Seattle's Beacon Hospital, 

tending to patients with the most life-

threatening illnesses and injuries. Her job is 

to battle death -- to monitor erratic 

heartbeats, worry over low oxygen levels, 

and defend against infection and demise.  

Booklist calls this a “uniquely involving 

read.” 

 

New uses for old boyfriends (Feb 2015) 

Author:  Kendrick, Beth 

 After growing up in privilege and marrying 

into money, Lila Alders has gotten used to 

the good life. But when her happily-ever-

after implodes, Lila Alders returns to Black 

Dog Bay, the tiny seaside town where she 

grew up and struggles to reinvent herself.  

Kirkus finds this novel “an astute and 

charming look at friendship, love and self-

discovery.” 
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Making Marion: where's Robin Hood when 

you need him? (Jul 2014) 

Author:  Moran, Beth 

  

Determined to uncover her father's 

mysterious past, Marion Miller finds herself 

working at the Peace and Pigs campground.  

Publishers Weekly says “this is one of the 

best inspirational novels of the season, a 

marvelous debut by a British author to 

watch.” 

 

 

A star for Mrs. Blake (Jan 2014) 

Author:  Smith, April, 1949- 

After losing her son in World War I, small-

town librarian Cora Blake is surprised over 

a decade later to receive a letter from the 

U.S. government inviting her to go to 

Europe to visit his grave as part of a 'Gold 

Star Mother' tour. Looking forward to the 

adventure, Cora also hopes that she and 

the other mothers will be able to find the 

closure that has eluded them for so long. A 

chance encounter with an embittered 

journalist gives her the opportunity to tell 

her story to the world and leads her to 

discover some unexpected truths about the 

long-term legacy of the war.  Booklist gives 

this novel a starred review, calling it 

“captivating and enlightening.” 

 

 

Dog gone, back soon (Apr 2014) 

Author:  Trout, Nick 

  

Veterinarian Cyrus Mills struggles to 

maintain his late father's independent 

practice in the face of a national chain rival, 

an effort that is further complicated by the 

return of someone from waitress Amy's 

past.  In its starred review, Library Journal 

praises this novel’s “delightful charm, drama, 

and humor.” 

 

A spool of blue thread (Feb 2015) 

Author:  Tyler, Anne 

The Whitshanks are one of those families 

that radiate togetherness: an indefinable, 

enviable kind of specialness. But they are 

also like all families, in that the stories they 

tell themselves reveal only part of the 

picture. Abby and Red and their four grown 

children have accumulated not only tender 

moments, laughter, and celebrations, but 

also jealousies, disappointments, and 

carefully guarded secrets.  Booklist finds this 

a “charming, funny, and shrewd novel of the 

paradoxes of self, family, and home.” 

 

 

Small blessings (Aug 2014) 

Author:  Woodroof, Martha, 1947- 

In Woodruff’s charming debut, an affable 

Shakespeare professor’s world is rocked by 

three unexpected events in quick 

succession. When Tom Putnam first meets 

Rose Callahan, who has just been hired at 

the university bookstore, he’s instantly 

attracted to her. But aside from one brief 

affair 10 years earlier, Tom has been a 

devoted husband to fearful, damaged 

Marjory for more than two decades. Soon 

after the couple meets Rose, Marjory dies 

in a car crash, setting both her husband and 

her mother, Agnes, who has been helping 

Tom care for Marjory, free. But the biggest 
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change comes when Tom receives a letter 

from his ex-lover, informing him that he has 

a 10-year-old son, Henry, who she’s sending 

to live with him. When Henry arrives, he’s 

only 6 and very clearly not Tom’s biological 

child, but Tom quickly learns how little that 

matters in the face of the love he, Agnes, 

and Rose come to feel for the boy. A sweet 

exploration of the way unexpected twists in 

life can bring surprising rewards.  (Booklist) 

 

 

For more booklists, contact Kiira K. Taylor at the 

Lake Oswego Public Library, 706 4th Street, Lake 

Oswego, Oregon 97034, 503-697-6581, 

ktaylor@ci.oswego.or.us. 
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