
Booklist’s Top   

Historical Novels 

 
 

Agaat by Marlene van Niekerk 

 Library Journal warns that this novel is “not comfortable or easy to digest” but they call it essential reading “because of its 

exquisite and provocative writing and moving story.” 

Beautiful Maria of My Soul by Oscar Hijuelos 

In its starred review, Kirkus Reviews finds this “a sequel that can be relished independently of the first volume while 

harmonizing with it. 

 



 

Clara and Mr. Tiffany by Susan Vreeland 

 According to Library Journal, this is an “affecting story of artistic vision and innovation … likely to become a favorite on 

the book club circuit.” 

The Elephant’s Journey by Jose Saramago 

The tale of an elephant, his keeper, and their journey through sixteenth-century Europe, based on a true story.  Booklist 

gives this posthumously published novel a starred review, and Publishers Weekly notes that “Saramago skillfully evokes the 

era with period detail and the clashing cultures of the Iberians and the Ottomans.” 

The Matchmaker of Kenmare by Frank Delaney 

Forging a powerful friendship with the enigmatic Miss Begley at the height of World War II, Ben McCarthy slowly recovers 

from the loss of his wife and supports Miss Begley's romance with a high-ranking U.S. officer who tests her love by sending her 

on a dangerous mission in enemy territory 

Percival’s Planet by Michael Byers 

Booklist gives this novel a starred review, saying this “insightful, witty novel grabs the heart and tickles the mind.”   

Promises to Keep by Ann Tatlock 

Booklist gives this novel a starred review, and Publishers Weekly calls it a “heartwarming faith-based tale.” 

Revenants by Daniel Mills 

Booklist calls this “otherworldly fiction from a promising new talent.” 

Rodin’s Debutante by Ward Just 

Library Journal says this book will appeal to adults nostalgic for the 1950s, and Publishers Weekly finds this coming-of-

age tale full of “rich observations and finely tuned details.” 

West of Here by Jonathan Evison 

 Publishers Weekly calls this “a damn fine book … a big novel about the discovery and rediscovery of nature, starting over, 

and the sometimes piercing reverberations of history.”  

 


