
 Project Overview
A new 60,000 square-foot Lake Oswego Public 
Library at 1st and B would replace the existing 27,100 
square-foot library at 4th and D.  A new library, with 
associated structured parking, is a key element of the 
First Street North Anchor downtown redevelopment 
project, which could also include residential and 
retail uses and additional parking to support general 
downtown parking demand.

 Library Usage
According to the 2011 Oregon Public Library Statistical 
Report, since the current library opened in 1983, the 
number of library cardholders has increased from 
17,000 to 29,778; reference questions have increased 
from 19,651 to 62,494; circulation has risen from 
approximately 444,000 to 1,350,000; and the library’s 
collection has grown from 104,276 to 237,180 items. 
From 1987 to 2012, library materials circulation per 
capita has risen from 10.2 to 35.3. The Library has an 
average of approximately 1,000 visitors per day. 

The existing library building presents operational and 
programming challenges in the areas of:
volunteer work space, parking, space for materials presentation, storage and archiving, and capacity to meet demand for 
computer time, community meetings and programs.
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 Project goals
Consistent with the North Anchor redevelopment project goals and library usage analysis, the project intends to provide: 
•	 Additional space for collections and multi-media library materials
•	 Areas for adult, teen and children’s programming
•	 Study and computer areas
•	 Multi-purpose community meeting rooms
•	 Work space for staff and volunteers
•	 Activity in the downtown redevelopment area.



 Library size
1983  Existing 27,100 square foot library facility opens at 4th and D. 

1988 	 City	Council-appointed	Library	Growth	Task	Force	finds	that	the	library	has	reached	the	maximum	capacity	for	its	current	
building.  

2006   Independent Study of the Clackamas County Library System Facilities Assessment recommended the replacement of the 
current building with a 64,854 sq. ft. facility. 

2008   SERA Architects analysis of Lake Oswego Municipal Facilities and Space planning recommends that a “66,000 square 
foot Library will serve the public into the future by providing additional space to meet current needs and accommodate 
future	growth	through	flexible	space	planning.”	

2010 Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency studied the feasibility of a library-based redevelopment at 1st and B, and based on 
past studies and space programming, included, as part of the North Anchor Project, a new 60,000 square foot library.  

 Project Finances
Cost Estimate:  $35 million, fully furnished and equipped, including 120 structured parking spaces.  

Library Funding 
•	 $14 million General Obligation Bond*, increasing 

property taxes at an estimated rate of 17 cents 
for every $1,000 of assessed value, if approved by 
voters in November 2012  

•	 Up to $18 million of urban renewal funding 
•	 $2 million of Clackamas County Library District and 

City of Lake Oswego Library capital funds  
•	 Endowments and donations (more than $2 million 

accrued to date); sale of existing property  

* Bond proceeds will be used only to fund the new 
library and not other aspects of the larger North Anchor 
project. Bond proceeds would be used solely for capital 
improvements and not used to pay for library staff or the 
operation of the library.   

 Project Involvement
LORA will convene a citizen task force to assist with project design.     

For more information, please contact:
 Jane Blackstone , Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency   Bill Baars, Library Director
 503-635-0243        503-697-6584

Development of the new Public Library: www.ci.oswego.or.us/lora/library 
Redevelopment of the North Anchor: www.ci.oswego.or.us/lora/north-anchor-project 

 schedule
Library Bond Election  November 2012

If library bond is approved:
Design    2013-2014
Construction   2014-2016 


