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From: Yolanda Price [mailto:ylopez111@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2012 4:41 PM 
To: WeLoveLO 
Subject: Lake Oswego access issue 
 
Dear Planning Commission, 
 
My husband and I were in attendance last night as the decision of the CAC to not discuss making 
our private lake public was quickly bulldozed by one of your colleagues, Todd Prager.  We are 
aware that there is more than one commission member, and we hope and trust that you are all 
working collectively on this issue, and not being bullied by our Mayor's agenda and other 
committee members egos.  Out of curiosity, I checked Mr. Prager's facebook and it appears that 
making the front page of the Oregonian is cause for his friends to pat him on the back, and for 
Prager to respond with a jovial comment that ..."If the Pragers need asylum in city of Portland, 
can we stay in your crawl space?"  To see this light-hearted comment was extremely insulting.  
We are beyond disappointed in his banter as this is no laughing matter  for those of us who pay 
to live on this lake and for its' upkeep.  A decision to make this private lake public effects many 
citizens who love this town and have a vested interest in their properties and community.  Are 
the two rivers not enough for those wanting to access local waters??  As for the local residents 
not living on the water, many have easements, and every resident has access to our swim parks.  
I guess the intention here seems unclear to us.  If the commissions future goals include bringing 
more non-residents into our town for recreation, then perhaps it is time to talk to your local 
citizens to ask them what their long term goals are for our city.   I am certain that they are not 
along those lines.   
 
Many of us who live here worked very hard to move to the lake, and understood that such a 
move came with privileges as well as responsibility.  The lake is our backyard, and we are very 
uncomfortable knowing that with a proposal to make our lake open to the public this puts all of 
our properties at risk on so many levels.   
 
To say that a discussion is necessary is flippant unless you are ready to really discuss how this 
will effect the citizens of this community.  We have many questions, and the first that comes up 
is, why when our schools are facing such difficult times are we having to worry about possibly 
financially supporting our Lake Corporation to defend our property rights when those monies 
could be helping our schools?  I think we can all agree that all of our time and money is better 
spent focusing on the Lake Oswego School District; not who can or who cannot paddle along the 
lake shoreline!   
 
With so much to consider, here are a few questions that come to mind from our household: 
 

 How much time and money are you going to waste trying to pursue a goal that may or 
may not have any legal backing, and who is paying for this?  Will it impact taxpayers, or 
just shareholders and the Lake Corporation?  

 How are you going to combat all the recognitions/criteria in place that declare this lake as 
private? 
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 How will shareholders be compensated for dues paid to maintain our lake if it becomes a 
public entity? 

 How will this impact our local police and fire departments in terms of increased policing 
at public entry points etc? 

 What are the environmental impacts on the plant and wildlife of the lake with an 
increased population and pollution?  Who would pay for the research of said issues? 

 How will you keep non-native plant/animal species out of the lake if public access is 
allowed and canoes and kayaks may be coming from other open bodies of water? 

 Where will non-residents coming to Lake Oswego park to utilize recreation?  How will 
this impact traffic flow?   

 As it stands, there are strict rules that govern our lake.  How will non-residents be 
educated about these rules and regulations?  What type of licensing and fees will be 
issued for day use, and how will that be monitored?   

 Has anyone looked at the devastating impact that making our lake public will have on 
property values?   

 Does the Planning Commission have the time, resources, and the willingness to have all 
other issues at hand put aside to fight this battle that will no doubt go on for years?  

 
There are so many things to consider, and it is truly disappointing that with all the bigger issues 
at hand, namely our school issues that we are even discussing this as a possible future goal.  We 
are further disappointed that our elected officials have decided to waste our time on a matter that 
should be clear as it has been for the past 80 years.  We beg you to set aside personal agendas, 
egos, and really look at the negative impact this could have on our community, and the amount 
of time and money that will be wasted in pursuing this issue.  The citizens of this community are 
proud and strong.  No one will back down from this issue without a fight.  This is certain.  We 
can only speak for ourselves, but we worked very hard to own a modest home on the canal.  We 
got here the honest and right way.  We respected the fact that this lake is private, and if we were 
to share in that we would have to earn it ourselves through property ownership.  We take pride in 
keeping our lake clean, safe, and we are proud to be citizens of this town.  We also support our 
Lake Corporation, our resident neighbors, and other shareholders in saying that we will fight to 
keep our current property rights. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jarrett and Yolanda Price 


