
Secondary Dwelling Unit (SDU)

Low-Density Residential

definition: One detached dwelling per lot.

characteristics: Typically will have landscaped front yard setbacks. 
Stoops and porches at the front entry are common. Size & height varies.

Single-Family Detached (LO)
Low-Density example: 

Single-Family Detached Home

Single-Family Detached (Lake Oswego)
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Secondary Dwelling Unit (SDU) example: 
Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)

definition: A dwelling unit that is supplemental to a 
primary dwelling unit (typically a single-family de-
tached home). May be auxiliary to the primary dwell-
ing unit (ADU), or a separated space within the primary 
unit (such as a converted basement space), or over/
part of a garage (attached or detached).

characteristics: Visually consistent with, and smaller 
in scale than the primary dwelling unit.Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit (Portland)

Secondary Dwelling Unit Over Garage (Monmouth)
SDU behind primary unit (LO) SDU over garage EXHIBIT F-11
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High-Density Residential

Medium-Density Residential

definition: High-density housing may be attached individual units 
is located on a separate parcel (townhouse), duplexes, or multi-
family buildings such as condos or apartments. 

Townhouses (Lake Oswego)
Townhouses (LO)

High-Density example: 
Townhouse & Rowhouse

Condominiums (Lake Oswego)

High-Density example: 
Condos & Apartments

characteristics: Multistory, typically 2-4 stories tall in Lake 
Oswego. May include a shared courtyard, pathway or greens-
pace typically maintained by the HOA.  Entrances to dwellings 
may be directly from the street or through a shared building 
entrance.

Medium-Density example 

definition: Medium-density residential development is defined 
has less land area is allotted per housing unit than low-density 
housing. Depending on the zone, it may include a detached single-
family home on a small lot, a duplex, low-intensity multi-family, or 
a cluster of cottages.

characteristics: Typically the massing and details can be designed 
to compliment/blend with surrounding single-family units, such as 
this duplex in Old Town, designed to look like two detached homes.

Courtyard Cottage Units (Kirkland, WA)

Duplex Unit (Lake Oswego)

example: Courtyard or cluster 
units consist of several small 
attached or detached units ar-
ranged along a common space. 

characteristics: Front entries 
may be oriented to the sidewalk 
or a shared court/path, and front 
yard setbacks are typically smaller 
than in a single-family home.



Affordable Housing

Mixed-Use Development

Low-Income Senior Housing Complex (Lake Oswego)

Mixed-Use, Mixed-Income Housing (Portland) Affordable For-Sale Single Family Homes (Seattle)

definition: Housing is affordable when households spend no 
more than 30% of their gross income on housing costs. Compre-
hensive Plan is looking at housing that’s affordable for house-
holds earning 80% or less of the area median family income. En-
tire buildings that are affordable are typically funded with federal 
and state subsidies, are income-restricted, and are required to 
maintain long-term affordability. 

characteristics: Comes in many forms - may be rental or for-
sale homes; attached or detached units; various densities and 
scales. Also may be mixed in with market rate units - creating a 
mixed-income development or neighborhood.

May have housing above or behind a commer-
cial use, in the same or separate buildings.

definition: One structure or parcel that holds more than one 
use such as retail, housing,  and office space.

characteristics: Usually the ground floor is commercial with 
residential and/or office space above. Structure is similar to other 
medium and high-density housing structures and can vary is scale.Mixed-Use Building (Lake Oswego)

Mixed-Use Building (Lake Oswego)Mixed-Use (Hillsboro) Mixed-Use (Hood River)

retail in front

housing in back



 


