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July 6, 2012 

 
 
 

To: Lake Oswego Planning Commission  
 C/O Iris McCaleb via email 
 
Subject: July 9, 2012 Planning Commission Meeting,  

 Comprehensive Plan Affordable Housing Policy Comments 

 
Dear Planning Commission Members, 
 
I am writing in support of the Lake Oswego Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) 
recommendations for Complete Neighborhoods and Housing Goals and Policies and 
especially the 7 Housing Affordability policies found in Section C.   
 
The Comprehensive Plan Housing Affordability policies were adopted as a result of frequent 
discussions and multiple iterations that led to CAC member consensus.  Because they are also 
consistent with prior Lake Oswego Affordable Housing Task Force recommendations, two 
housing affordability policies are especially critical, and should be approved without change:  
 

C-1 With interim five year targets, set and achieve measurable goals for the production of 
affordable housing units in Lake Oswego. 
 

C-4 Work with the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency to establish strategies and 
minimum target percentages of affordable housing units as part of Lake Oswego urban 
renewal plans. Tailor customized strategies for each plan shall to reflect the citywide 
targets required to accomplish affordable housing goals. 

 
I also support policy C.3 
 

C.3 Promote the development of affordable housing in multi-family residential and mixed-
use locations near public transit and commercial amenities through incentives such as 
fee waivers, reductions or deferrals; expedited review processes; or density bonuses 

 
I strongly recommend revising the fourth policy, C-5, to help refocus it on the policy’s 
original intent.  Metro requires that Lake Oswego demonstrate that there is no [overall] net 
loss of housing, however, the no net loss for affordable housing was intended to be focused  
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on the preservation of income restricted and/or government assisted affordable rental housing 
including HUD project based section 8 projects like Hollyfield Village and Oakridge Park 
Apartments.   
 
The first step in addressing the shortage of affordable rental housing is to preserve our 
existing affordable homes.  Preserving government assisted rental housing remains an integral 
part of meeting the housing needs of communities throughout Oregon and is sound public 
policy.   
 
Recommended revision to the language in C-5: 
 

“C-5, Require “no net loss” of affordable housing” to “No net loss of income restricted 
rental housing” or “No net loss of government assisted rental housing”.   

 
I would like to compliment the work of the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) in developing 
these policies and for advancing the earlier work of another Lake Oswego citizen committee, 
the 2005 Lake Oswego Affordable Housing Task Force.   

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
 

Rob Prasch, Director 
Oregon Housing Preservation Project  
 


