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The 50+ Advisory Board supports the efforts of the CAC Comp Plan revision efforts with full 
current participation and within the historical record. The Board has enthusiastically contributed 
to the Comp Plan revision in all of the surveys, public outreach, summits, CAC meetings, and 
new document development over the last two years. The Board was also represented and 
contributed to the 2010 CAC Housing Needs Analysis and Economic Analysis work sub-group. 
In addition, since our Board formation in 2006 was due in large part to the needs identified both 
in the Affordable Housing Task Force Report (2005) and the subsequent 50+ Dialogue Report 
(2006), 50+ has provided critical input for concurrence in the text amendments proposed for The 
Complete Neighborhoods and Housing (CNH) section of the revision. 

The challenge during this process was to balance the needs and desires of the existing 
community and the projected community vision for the next 30 years against the backdrop of 
shifting demographic realities of an aging population and a largely built-out City. The legal 
framework also presented areas of constraint stemming from local, regional, and state 
regulations. The CAC began by refining the Vision Statement (previously reviewed by the City 
Council and the PC) to include realistic future housing options (mixed-use districts, higher 
density) while protecting the existing neighborhoods which importantly define our City 
character. Goals were then updated and expanded to develop broader definitions for housing 
opportunities at all income levels. Finally, four distinct housing policy sections were created 
which capture contemporary and projected housing choices for an evolving, and aging, 
population.   

I believe that the CNH section reflects a commendable and well-crafted committee refinement 
process. While the entire spectrum of our population and their interests are well-represented 
throughout this CNH section, I will focus on several aspects of particular interest to the 50+ 
community. The first of these is the recognition of simple demographics. Our City is aging and 
our aging is outsized proportionally compared to the region. Lake Oswego has the highest level 
of aging population in Clackamas County. If we wish the Comp Plan to reflect the needs and 
desires of this population to remain as vital contributing members, it is required that compatible 
housing alternates be developed. The second important recognition of the CAC since the 
composition of the previous Comp Plan is the target desire of our community to attract and 
include more young families with school age children to keep our schools and community vital 
and economically thriving.  

Finally, these realities and the expressed wishes of the community had to be tempered with the 
economic, legal and physical opportunities and constraints within the City limits for the plan 
vision to succeed. Hence, it is impossible to ignore that a range of generally smaller types of 
housing units and clusters built to accommodate a range of income levels are critical future 
trends to encourage. 

In making this recommendation to the PC, I believe that the CAC has successfully completed 
their CNH goals and policy tasks in several vital areas: 
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 The proposed Comp Plan changes reflect to a high degree the planned and shared vision 
of the community for diverse housing options with new growth focused in commercial 
areas – typically along transit corridors – to create mixed-use districts while preserving 
the character of our single family residential and other neighborhoods. 

 Provided contemporary zoning criteria to support a range of housing options and creates 
updated residential definitions to help meld new densities in a pleasing fashion. 

 Significantly strengthens the City’s commitment to affordable housing with measurable 
and incremental attainment goals. Newly formed Urban Renewal Districts – the most 
likely and readily available future location for affordable housing development – are 
directed to include affordable housing attainment strategies. 

The 50+ Board and I personally are pleased with end result before you today. Moreover, I am 
convinced that the deliberative process of public outreach and CAC work has truly developed a 
consensus between our shared community vision and the planning strategies required to 
implement them. I strongly recommend these CHN Goals and Policies as thorough reflections of 
those shared values.          

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tom Brennan, Chair, 50+ Advisory Board 

CAC Member 


