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OCTOBER 22, 2012 

Erin O’Rourke-Meadors 
5261 Coventry Court 

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035 
22 October 2012 

Regarding: LU12-0032 
 
Dear Gentlepersons: 
 
You are being asked to provide recommendation on a plan which will have significant 
impacts for both the Foothills District and our entire community-a plan whose 
implementation will bring re-zoning of tens of acres of land. Your role as Planning 
Commissioners is critical for objective, sound decision-making for our Council, our City 
and our citizenry. 
 
As addressed in a separate message, the Applicant has failed to address all the issues 
raised by the proposal; such as the identification/protection of historic and archaeological 
resources. Equally, if not more important, is the “evidence” they ask you to rely upon in 
rendering your decision. One readily acknowledges the significant number of Plan pages, 
photos and charts; however, as one begins close examination, one questions that which is 
contained within those pages. One questions the apparent responses to some very 
fundamental “burden of proof” questions; the responses upon which one relies when 
seeking to make the “right” decision for our city. 
 
As an example, the Applicant asks you to rely upon census data from 1980 & 1990’s, as 
well as, faulty Metro 2010 population projections. Seemingly these are provided in an 
attempt to justify need in seeking re-zoning of Foothills properties. However, if our 
current population numbers, and reliable projections, do not support such a significant 
expansion of housing, is it appropriate to support the proposed plan?  
 
As others have commented, the process for adoption of the revised Foothills Framework 
Plan has not met the traditional level of citizen involvement standard in our community. 
Although, sometimes viewed as burdensome, earnest compliance with Goal 1 is essential 
if good decision-making is to be secured. It is often through such involvement that the 
“right” questions are asked, and the “right” answers secured, ensuring, we trust, the 
“right” future for our beloved city. 
 
Therefore, it is respectfully requested your recommendation to the City Council withhold 
approval of the proposed plan; and, suggest reliance on accurate, reliable data, as well as,  
broader citizen involvement in a deliberative, collaborative, inclusive process in the 
preparation of an updated plan for the Foothills district. 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
Erin O’Rourke-Meadors.  
 
PS: Via separate email 2010 Census data has been forwarded to you. 
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