
To: Development Review Commission: 

 

     I am writing to ask you not to approve the proposal from W&K Development for Block 

137. You know that the Lake Oswego CDC for downtown redevelopment area defines 

‘village character’ as a community of small-scale structures that appears and operates 

like a traditional small town…” You know the 5th story is not allowed by Code and there 

is no precedence for allowing for a 5th story regardless of whether they can stack it 

within 60 ft. I want to ask you to consider the important human factor. I would like to 

highlight the strong sentiment about the Block 137 design proposal. 

     People who live in Lake Oswego LOVE their town. Those who grew up here are 

fiercely proud. Those who moved here did so for various reasons. The quality of our 

schools is a big draw. The lake is an enticement for those lucky enough to live on the 

lake or enjoy a lake view. Those who don’t own lake property, take pride in walking 

downtown by the lake,  catching a glimpse of the lake while dining or going to the 

Farmer’s Market.   

     In 2000, Lake View Village & Millenium Plaza Park, with the lake in the background, 

became our “town square,” the heart of our community that binds us all together. This is 

where we meet on market Saturdays, the Lake Run, the Buddy Walk, pet parade, light 

the holiday Christmas tree, etc.  Lake View Village, Lake Twin Cinema, Christ 

Episcopal, homes around town and in First Addition, an award winning cottage 

community, represent our architectural history and create our town identity. There is 

deep attachment to the architecture which represents our history and roots. 

       Lake View Village consists of 6 buildings with distinct Lake Oswego Style designs 

for each building; unique welcoming entrances, distinct variety of windows, awnings, 

trim and materials.  In contrast, the design for Block 137 is blocky and repetitious which 

is not complimentary to Block 138 and 136 as our Code requires. The Block 137 design 

is out of scale to it’s neighbors, and not to Code at 5 stories. It is out of character as it 

will tower over neighboring buildings. The Kessi buildings have no breaks creating a 

large, flat, monotonous set of buildings. When the original plan for Lake View Village 

was proposed, residents also rejected it as too large and out of character. But Gramor 

changed its design to fit our CDC. Kessi has refused to move from the height, scale and 

modernistic designs which do not complement our redeveloped downtown. His proposal 

inspires anger, bewilderment and frustration by the vast majority of residents. We 

cannot change course. Lake View Village set the standard for redevelopment.  It is 

architecture that is loved in Lake Oswego and fits within our architectural roots.  

Residents do not want to copy Lake View Village but expect buildings that complement 

as our code requires. The Block 137 redevelopment proposal has been called “the 

monster machine,” “institutional,” a “prison,” “barracks,” “megabox.” These are not the 

words that should be expressed to describe our next beautiful redeveloped buildings. 

     Frank Lloyd Wright liked to joke that “ A doctor can bury his mistakes but an architect 

can only advise his clients to plant vines.” One of our City Council members asked if 
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mature trees could be planted to “soften” the proposed buildings. A new redevelopment 

should not require trees to soften its stark images. This proposed redevelopment of 

Block 137 is a mistake that will destroy a unique and special downtown that 

overwhelmingly residents want to preserve. Your job is to “preserve the beauty of Lake 

Oswego.”  I have been lucky in both work and pleasure to have traveled to 20 countries 

and countless cities throughout America and the world. I respect all architecture. 

Beautiful communities where people desire to live and vacation honor their architectural 

roots, have strict design codes from which they do not deviate. No DRC in Nantucket, 

Cape Cod or Cannon Beach would allow such an out of character development in the 

heart of its city. Nor should Lake Oswego allow a modernistic development ruin the 

award winning architectural integrity of our Lake Oswego Style. Thank you. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie Pirrotta 

Bridge Ct. 

Lake Oswego, OR. 
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Please consider scaling back the Wizer project.
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 11:04:56 AM

 
 

From: David Higgins [mailto:dzhmdh@msn.com] 
Sent: Saturday, January 11, 2014 3:41 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Please consider scaling back the Wizer project.
 
 
To the Design Review Commission
Regarding the Wizer development:
Please consider scaling back this project.
This development is an important and challenging project for the City of Lake Oswego.
Thank you for the work you are doing to find the right balance.
We know that there must be an adequate return on investment for the developers to proceed.
It is also important that the project does not diminish the livability and accessibility to the
area.
It is our hope that you will work with the developer to adjust the design to be considerably
less aggressive in scope.  Please consider a lower density, softer look and perhaps a 3-story
maximum.
We are concerned that the project as currently proposed might discourage others who live in
Lake Oswego from frequenting businesses in the downtown area.
We live in Lake Oswego and trust that as the city grows it will maintain its charm.
Thank you,
David and Mary Higgins   503-910-3344
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: High density
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 11:07:17 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Deanna Glanville [mailto:deannaglanville@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 8:00 AM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: High density

Dear Sirs,
Please take into consideration what an impact the downtown area will have if you allow this high
density that you are considering  for the core of downtown Lake Oswego.  Not only will crime be of
consideration, the traffic will be a nightmare and most shoppers will go elsewhere just to avoid the
congestion.  Parking is often an issue now with the draw of the park and vendors.  Can you imagine
what kind of impact it would make on one street.

I moved to 3rd Street Lake Oswego in 1943  and have been very impressed how it has turned into the
best city in Oregon.  A place where we gather at the market with family and friends for the events on
Saturday.  Mirror what is there and keep it people friendly.

Thank you for taking this into consideration, Deanna Glanville
769 North Shore Road
Lake Oswego, Or.
503 636 1264

Sent from my iPad
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Redevelopment
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 6:13:42 PM

 
 

From: karinkelsey@gmail.com [mailto:karinkelsey@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 5:50 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Redevelopment
 

Hello All…
Based on the redevelopment plans that I’ve been privy to I feel the current
plan for a multi-story apartment complex on this site is an urban planning
nightmare.  It shows a lack of concern for the public welfare and is at the very
least irresponsible.  Joining existing retail customer parking spaces with tenant
and guest parking will no doubt result in something along the lines of what we
currently see while visiting SE Hawthorne Blvd or the Pearl, only worse.  Lake
Oswego is a sleepy suburb which does not have public transportation in place
to serve the needs of commuters to Portland’s central business district or the
Washington County hi-tech corridor.  Tenants who will occupy these units will
likely have two automobiles per unit with no place to park them and will not
rely on alternative transportation options because there simply aren’t any.      
 
Please consider the public’s welfare and maintain this area of Lake Oswego in
its present form….as a pleasant place to shop, have a bite to eat and enjoy the
Farmers Market, music events and the views of the bay.  Not narrow streets
overrun with traffic, congestion and too many people trying to live in too small
a space.  Lake Oswego….you are not Urban Portland so quit trying to act like it. 
 

P Go Green!  

Please don’t print this e-mail unless you really need to.
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 8:08:43 AM

 
 

From: Dermot [mailto:hiqbd@msn.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 8:24 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Development
 
To the Lake Oswego City Council,
 
We want to voice our opposition to the current planned 228 unit apartment
building planned on the Wizer Block.
As a resident of Lake Oswego with homes in Forest Highlands and First Addition,
we believe that this development will destroy the character of our city.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dermot and Theresa O'Leary
13745 Cameo Court
LO 97034
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: DRC - Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 10:26:12 AM

 
 

From: Phil Pirrotta [mailto:pirrottas@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 11:14 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: DRC - Block 137
 
To: Design Review Commission
 
     The residents have been very vocal in opposition to the proposed redevelopment of
Block 137. It appears that the vast majority of letters to the editor have been against the
project from its initial presentation. Lake Oswego residents tend to be well educated and
well traveled. They have witnessed cities that have not maintained their unique character
with oversized development and do not wish Lake Oswego to follow that path. In contrast,
many of the letters supporting the developer’s proposal are from Portland or environs
outside Lake Oswego. I believe you have an obligation to listen to the citizens of Lake
Oswego who are not invested in this proposal.
     First Addition is an award winning cottage community. How do you plop a 5 story
apartment complex in a prominent position next to a downtown area filled with cottages
and homes predominantly designed in the Lake Oswego Style? The footprint of the
proposed redevelopment is about 3 times that of Lake View Village and Oswego Village
Townhomes. This development will dwarf every other building downtown! These buildings
do not complement in either scale or design. The corners are particularly incompatible. 
     The developers and city staff have done everything to have us believe that the design
meets CDC. It does not. The 3 buildings are not small-scale. The overall massing is not similar
scale to surrounding buildings. The 5th floor exception is not code and is not designed “to
improve the project.” It is requested to maximize profit. The designs are modernistic and are
not in the “L.O. Style.”  The buildings are massive and institutional. The A Avenue building is
not asymmetrical and the windows of all buildings are not "many paned." The slightly tilted
top floor walls with trim simulating a roof  are not steeply pitched roofs. It is still a 5 story
flat roofed building. This project would fit an urban environment like the Pearl not a style
such as Lake Oswego. 
     Lake View Village began as a modernistic, large red brick project. After public outcry, the
building was redesigned. Whether developers love the building or not does not matter. It fits
the “Lake Oswego Style” and meets Code.  Citizens and visitors love the ambiance. Its’ 60 ft.
peaks create a European flair. The W&K Development have not substantially changed any of
their proposals despite strong negative feedback. On July 19th, 2013 Mr. Kessi said in regard
to Lake Oswego’s European look that “Lake Oswego is not Europe.” Yet now he claims “The
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building’s design will complement the European-influenced architectural styles prevalent in
Lake Oswego.” His Oregon Rustic, Arts and Crafts and English Tudor styles are not only
unauthentic but will look absurd in relation to existing styles on Blocks 136 and 138. 
     Please do not grant the exceptions requested for this oversized project which will be the
beginning of the collapse of our entire small-scale picturesque downtown. Every future
developer will demand 5 stories. Protect the beauty of Lake Oswego and support the
Evergreen Neighborhood Association, LONAC and the majority of residents in denying this
project so that a redevelopment that blends with surrounding blocks can emerge. 
Philip Pirrotta
Bridge Ct.
Lake Oswego
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Village
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 4:00:27 PM

 
 

From: Robert Lawrence [mailto:lawrence2243@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 3:15 PM
To: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com; Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Cc: craigattbi@yahoo.com; saveRvillage@aol.com
Subject: Village
 

I think the definition of a village is interesting: “a small community or
group of houses in a rural area, larger than a hamlet and usually
smaller than a town, and sometimes  incorporated”. Don’t we need a
Pied Piper to qualify as a village? Save our village or save our city? I
agree with Mr. Brown when he wrote publicly that the term village is
not apropos. It is nothing less than a misnomer. Asante
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer block
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 3:57:49 PM

 
 

From: Barbara [mailto:b.j.eden@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 12:59 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Wizer block
 
To LO Planning Commission:    
Last year, I was delighted to learn that Gene Wizer was going
to redevelop his property on First and A. 

HOWEVER, I am extremely disappointed in his proposed
development. 

1) There is a good reason that LO has a 3-story limit on most
developments. Four and five stories are totally incompatible
with the village character of the surrounding buildings.
2) A large,  multi-family development in the very heart Lake
Oswego, destroys the very concept of a "village square".
It would be comparable to putting a 15-story apartment 
building on Pioneer Courthouse Square in downtown Portland.
3) Even the developers concede that the proposed underground
parking structure is totally inadequate to handle both the
planned retail space and several hundred new permanent
residents and their cars.
4) Traffic is already a major issue at State and A Ave. What
will happen when another 400 to 500 cars are added to the
mix?

Please reject this plan and urge the architects to come back
with a proposal more in keeping with existing village concept.
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Barbara Eden
54 Greenridge Ct
Lake Oswego 97035

503.657.7529
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Opposition to Wizer Block
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 12:02:31 PM

 
 

From: Richard Cavalli [mailto:pres.tcgc@outlook.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 11:54 AM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: FW: Opposition to Wizer Block
 

From: pres.tcgc@outlook.com
To: planning@cioswego.or.us; councildistribution@cioswego.or.us;
mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com
Subject: Opposition to Wizer Block
Date: Tue, 14 Jan 2014 11:52:58 -0800

We wish to voice our opposition to the proposed
development of the Wizer Block for the following
reasons:
The project is aesthetically out of balance with the
rest of our downtown
There is insufficient parking to accommodate residents
and guests
Rental units mean constant turnover with the
congestion that entails
Renters have no stake in Lake Oswego's future
Most residents will work elsewhere adding to traffic
congestion due to lack of          public
transportation 
It violates our City Code and to grant variances will
lead to future degradation      of our core values
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Please do not let the greed of the developers and the
lure of increased revenues      ruin our city
 

Richard D. Cavalli
Katharine L. Cavalli
821 North Shore Road  
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: my thoughts
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 1:08:54 PM

 
 

From: mr.henry@comcast.net [mailto:mr.henry@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 12:44 PM
To: saveRvillage@aol.com
Cc: Council Distribution; Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: my thoughts
 
1/14/2014

 

Save Our Village and to whom it may concern,         

 

I am 63 years old. Our family moved to Lake Oswego in 1963. I have lived here for

most of my adult life. When it comes to population growth, I don't understand it when

people think more is better.  I don't support this large project on such a small space. If

my opinion was in the minority I would cave in and just live with the majority opinion.

 However I do not believe I am in the minority.  From what I have read in the Lake

Oswego Review, an overwhelmingly large majority of the citizens of Lake Oswego

are against the current design of block 137.  I believe that strong leadership (City

Council and Development Review Commission) should listen to the majority of it's

constituents when they make decisions affecting all of our citizens.  And $6,000,000

of public funding, besides the future traffic and parking problems, affects everyone in

our town.

 

I haven't heard any figures thrown around, but I think the main problem comes down

to price.  Mr. Wizer must be asking an arm and a leg for that block.  So obviously, the

only parties interested need to build some monstrosity project to make it pencil out.

 Mr. Wizer and his family may be just plain greedy.  I may be wrong here, but  I don't

think they really care about the neighborhood (which is firmly against this project) or

public opinion.  I question what is going on that we don't know about for the council to

go against the code and the majority of our citizens to approve this project as it

stands.

 

Has anyone questioned the impact this large of project will have on the Tryon Creek

Sewer Plant.  That may be one line of thought and an issue nobody has thought of to

help reduce the size of this project.

 

Thank you Save Our Village,

 

Mark Henry

 

mr.henry@comcast.net
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development
Date: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 1:55:53 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: David McLaren [mailto:davidbmclaren@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 8:56 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Development

Honored Council Members

As you are considering proposals for the redevelopment of the Wizer Block please consider the
congestion that will be created.  It is already too congested in that area and only adding several
hundred homeowners or renters in the area will make it worse. In addition I trust that you will not be
asking the tax payers to carry any of the financial burden for this.  The property taxes are already high
and adding any burden might be a hardship on many, including my own family.

Respectfully

David McLaren
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: wiser block
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 8:17:52 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Don McMahon [mailto:don@birdsonthings.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 8:05 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: wiser block

I am very much against the size and scale of the proposed development of the Wizer block.  I
understand that Mr. Wizer privately owns this property and has the right to try to make as much money
as possible out of every square foot, but the important word here is "try".  When we built our home
here in Lake Oswego we had endless hurdles to jump and what seemed like never ending redesigns
and meetings with the planning commission.  The planning commissions concerns were all about fitting
in with the scale and style of the surrounding neighbors.  They seemed to have thrown this big concern
out the window with the design of the Wizer block.  The proposed design does not compliment the
warm feel of downtown LO.  My other concern is the 228 apartments.  The increase in traffic and
parking needs will overwhelm our small and pleasant town.  A nice mix of retail and condominiums with
an open feel and limited to 3 stories will fit nicely. 
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer block
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 10:17:20 AM

 
 

From: Larry [mailto:loffer15@msn.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 9:36 AM
To: Council Distribution
Cc: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com
Subject: Wizer block
 
There seems to be a recurring idea that Lake Oswego NEEDS more apartments!
I don't believe there is a compelling reason behind this, but if so the Wizer blocks are
the last place to locate an apartment project of this size.
Our city is ill prepared from an infrastructure standpoint, and this project is way over
the top when viewed in that light.  Thanks to the lake, we only have a few routes in
and out of town.
If gridlock is your thing, move to Beaverton or Portland!
I will be very disappointed if the members of the city council allow this project to
move forward.
Remember you serve the citizens of Lake Oswego, NOT the developers of huge
apartment complexes!
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wiser Property
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 11:54:24 AM

 
 

From: tomsteeves@comcast.net [mailto:tomsteeves@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 9:11 PM
To: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com; Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Subject: Wiser Property
 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the various Planning Committees, the Council,

and The Review,

 

Since moving to Lake Oswego from my previous home in unincorporated

Washington County, north of Beaverton,

I have been closely following the discussion on the Wiser Property.

During my lifetime, now at age 79, I have moved 25 times from one

community to another, and many times to or from Europe

or Asia, living in ten different states and residing thirteen years overseas

in several countries and communities.

 

Because of these many moves, I am quite familiar with the characteristics

of small towns and villages, and some of their quaint

attributes here in the USA as well as the overseas areas.  Sorry to say

this, but I do not believe the architect team had their eye on the

squirrel, so to speak; the squirrel being the character of the downtown

Lake Oswego.  Slab-sided buildings of four and/or five stories

do not appear to match the needs of this community from what I can see

with my own eyes, see in the Letters to the Editor, or hear in my

discussions with neighbors and members of "My Community" who have

lived here much, much longer than I have. 

I really believe that this architect team does not have the right skills or
experience to design a building befitting or complementing a small
village center, and they should go back to their drawing boards and try
again.  This design team should listen, please, to the long-time
residents who have voiced over and over their concerns about the
appropriateness of the current designs and scale of buildings. Since I
shall be living here for the rest of my life, I, also, would like to look
out over the quaint village of Lake Oswego in my future.

 

Thank you for listening and for your consideration. G-231 
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Tom Steeves

 

Thomas W. Steeves

8 Bernini Court

Lake Oswego OR 97035-1236

 

503-344-4604

tomsteeves@comcast.net
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Development of Wizers Block
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 12:02:12 PM

 
 

From: cherylpetrie5@aol.com [mailto:cherylpetrie5@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, January 05, 2014 4:12 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Development of Wizers Block
 
 
I have lived in Lake Oswego for many years and I am completely against the proposed design of the new Wizers
 development block. In particular, I do not want the building to be taller than the ones across the street from it, so 5
stories is totally inappropriate. The density of the block is too high, the design is too contemporary...everything
about it is wrong. I don't understand how Lake Oswego building review committee could possibly think this is ok.
Obviously, this block needs to be developed, is way overdo, but not at the expense of ruining our town. 
Money and greed seem to be the driving force, not community livability with beautiful design.
Cheryl Petrie
668 Mc Vey #36
Lake Oswego 97034
Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE device
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Help Save Our Village movement
Date: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 12:02:35 PM

 
 

From: LARRY [mailto:larrykarenhayes@msn.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 14, 2014 9:32 PM
To: counsildistribution@ci.oswego.or.us; Dillinger, Barbara; mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com
Subject: Help Save Our Village movement
 
Dear Council Members:
 
As a 36 year residents of Lake Oswego, please register our opinions as being against the too tall, too
dense and too over bearing proposed Wizer block apartment complex. Please scale it down to a
maximum of four stories to fit the available parking configuration and help retain some of the  the
quaintness of downtown Lake Oswego.
 
Thank you,
Larry & Karen Hayes
15596 Village Dr.
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Citizen View Letter
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2014 11:02:49 AM

 
 

From: pdavisor@aol.com [mailto:pdavisor@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 9:00 AM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Fwd: Citizen View Letter
 
-----Original Message-----

From: pdavisor <pdavisor@aol.com>

To: email <email@lakeoswegoreview.com>

Sent: Wed, Jan 1, 2014 4:46 pm

Subject: Citizen View Letter

WIZER BLOCK NEEDS A WISER PLAN

  Our town looks forward to the redevelopment of Wizer's.  But, as a resident of the Evergreen

Neighborhood, I am writing to add my voice to the concerns of my Evergreen neighbors with the

current proposal.  Due to design,density, and traffic issues, the Evergreen Neighborhood

Association voted against the current proposal.  Our neighborhood is composed of 373 homes and

town houses.  W&K Development will bring a large apartment complex of 228 units, increasing

Evergreens density by 60% in one square block.

  Traffic and parking are concerning issues.  We already contend with all of Farmers Market Saturday

spillover from lack of nearby parking availability.  Street parking will become extremely difficult,

especially on weekends and other days when there are events and activities taking place in

downtown.  The developers are offering only 137 public parking spaces.  Lake View Village has 365

public parking spaces which is currently insufficient.

  I have looked at the design rendering and see little "tweaks" made by developers that have little

resemblance to the Lake Oswego Style.  They have proposed large buildings that do not complaint the

designs in the cottage style of the Evergreen Neighborhood.  Most of Lake Oswego residents clearly

love the renewal that has taken place in recent years.  The developers continue to ask for exceptions

and variances to have us believe their small changes are now village design.  Their modern, urban

style will destroy the character of the small town" feel" we love and have no desire to lose.

  First we were told that one building would be condominiums.  Now,ALL the buildings will be rental

apartments.  With their recent Focus group they are recommending that most of the two and three

bedroom units be reduced to studios and one bedroom units.  We have poured millions of renovation

dollars into downtown in careful consideration to preserve, update, and revitalize Lake Oswego, lets

not destroy it by building a massive complex of studios and one bedroom apartments that will

overwhelm our downtown.

  Mayor Studebakers campaign pledge stated: Redevelopment, growth, and zoning should preserve

and enhance the character of Lake Oswego and none should damage the rights of citizens... "The City

should not confuse wise development with increased density in our neighborhoods".  These words are

the very reason Mayor Studebaker and other council members were elected.  They need to keep their

pledge!!.  This belief is held firmly by Evergreen residents and most Lake Oswego citizens.  We have

chosen to live here because we are attracted to a smaller scale downtown.

  Those of us opposed to the W&K development proposal do not fear change.  We fear over

development in the name of revenue.  We advocate for a quality of life one does not find in most urban

cities today because their character has been destroyed by overzealous developers and planners.  We

do not wish to" build our village " with 5 story buildings and a high density apartment complex in the

central core of Lake Oswego.  I advocate with other Lake Oswego neighborhoods and citizens to

preserve Lake Oswego's character and move our beautiful City forward with a better plan for

redevelopment that will enhance our City's unique character. G-234 
LU 13-0046
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 Pete Davis

 346 Lakebay Ct.

 Lake Oswego,OR. 97034

 503 534 1419

Board Member of Evergreen Neighborhood Association

P.S.  I would like this to go to Citizens Review in next weeks paper.  Could I get a confirmation back. 

Thank You
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2014 11:07:10 AM

 
 

From: Jana Fussell [mailto:janafussell@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2014 8:53 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Wizer Block
 
Members of the Development Review Commission:
 
I have lived in the Forest Hills neighborhood of Lake Oswego for over 22

years and have been very supportive of the improvements that have

happened over the years to make this an even better place to live.

 However, the current plans for the Wizer block will have a very negative

impact on the community.  

 

It is the wrong development for this block.  It far too big and not at all in

character with the village atmosphere of downtown Lake Oswego.  It will

cause huge traffic issues, create parking problems, add too many people

to downtown (not to mention dogs who will all use the adjacent park and

sidewalks for their toilet), overwhelm the existing neighborhood, and add

apartments instead of owner occupied housing units.  I don't want public

funding to pay for this project which is being moved forward despite city

codes and the original plans for East End Redevelopment.  The mayor and

some members of the city council came into office claiming that they would

listen to citizens but it seems that who is being championed now is big

money developers.  While I shopped at Wizers for many years and

appreciate that block needs to be redeveloped, this is not the right

direction for the city to take.  Please do not push this development on us

using public funds.  

 

Thank you for considering my comments.
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: The Wizer block
Date: Thursday, January 16, 2014 2:39:47 PM

 
 

From: Gertrud Otzen [mailto:gertrud@portlandpowersearch.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 1:21 PM
To: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com; Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Cc: saveRvillage@aol.com
Subject: The Wizer block
 
I am very much for developing the Wizer block.  Just like I thought the Foothills
development to be a really good idea, and I voted for the new library at B and 1st, and I was
for bringing the light rail to Lake Oswego.   However, I am so NOT for the current proposal
for the Wizer block.  I actually like the architecture, but it's way too big! That many
apartments are just too many for downtown to deal with, and the building will overshadow
everything around it.  
If the project gets scaled down, then I will be very happy to support it, but not in it's current
form.
 
With best wishes,

Gertrud Otzen
Principal Broker, ABR, GRI, S.T.A.R.

Phone: 503-754-8034
Fax: 503-926-9122
E-mail: Gertrud@PortlandPowerSearch.com

EXP Realty,
18156 Pioneer Court,
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
 

Selected in  2013 and 2014 as

 5 Star Real Estate Agent

by Portland Monthly Magazine

 
"E-mails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions via electronic means,  nor create a binding contract until
and unless a written contract is signed by the parties".
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer block testimony in Opposition for the DRC Meeting on Jan 22, 2014
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 9:57:11 AM

 

 

From: Marcie McAuliffe [mailto:marciem@me.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 9:51 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Cc: Marcie McAuliffe
Subject: Wizer block testimony in Opposition for the DRC Meeting on Jan 22, 2014
 
Dear Members of the Design Review Commission:
 
You have a tremendous job ahead of you.   That is to “listen” to the citizens of our great little
City and determine if the Wizer (Block 137) proposed project not only meets the
requirements of our city code but meets the desires of the majority of our tax paying citizens
who support the comprehensive plan for our city and the new development chosen to fit into
that plan for our Village. 
 
My family has lived in Lake Oswego for over 36 years (I spent a few years away at school
and working but my family was still here).  When I was a child we moved to Lake Oswego
from Portland for the quality of life and excellent schools in this small town atmosphere after
having had multiple generations live in the Portland area.  My family and I have watched the
City of Lake Oswego develop for many generations and have seen it go through many
positive changes.  We are certainly pro-development but we feel the proposed plan for the
Wizer block is a disaster in the making. 
 
I personally owned a home in First Addition on First between "C" and "D" for 7 years in the
90’s.  I now live with my husband and young children in the Country Club district very close
to "A" Street and enjoy walking, shopping, running, biking and dining in our Village Core.  I
lived on First Street before Lake View Village was constructed, before Millennium Plaza
Park was constructed and before our downtown core was desirable.  Lake View Village and
Millennium Plaza Park started the revitalization of our downtown core.   With run down
buildings, dilapidated sidewalks and streets our downtown didn’t feel safe in those days and
definitely didn’t draw our citizens down to the “Village” to spend their money and enjoy the
lifestyle now offered in our Village core. 
 
I am deeply concerned that all the efforts of the many folks and years spent in developing our
charming and successful “Village” atmosphere will be ruined if we allow this proposed Block
137 project to be built.  228 apartments likely means at least 400-500 people living in just
that one block.  Let’s be real:  how many people do you know in Lake Oswego who don’t
have a car?  We are likely looking at between 400-500 cars residing in that one block if this
project is built.  Have you paid attention to the CURRENT traffic jams from State Street in
both directions (Hwy 43) to "A" Avenue alone?  What about the back ups going east on
Country Club through “malfunction junction” at the corner of Iron Mountain and “C” streets
and further down onto “A” Avenue heading east.   If we add all of these cars residing in this
one block to the increased retail and delivery traffic on to First and Second Streets from “A”
Avenue aren’t we looking at daily bottlenecks through our city?   Who will want to drive to
our Village core only to support local businesses when they have to sit through blocks and
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blocks of traffic frustrations?   Who will want to live near the Village core if they have to
deal with daily traffic jams?  This will kill our local businesses, kill our Village atmosphere
and kill our property values.  Lake Oswego will no longer be desirable.   
 
Others have mentioned in their letters that Millennium Park Plaza currently holds roughly
450 people for Farmer’s Markets Saturdays and other civic events.  With about that many
folks living in apartments across the street where will all the other residents and guests fit in?
  Where will visitors park?  Where will all of the dogs living in the apartments relieve
themselves?  They will likely “go” in our precious Millennium Plaza Park, only to have a
person enjoying the Park step in it.  Is this what we have envisioned for our Comprehensive
Plan? 
 
Surely you have seen the increasing number of yellow signs showing up in opposition to the
massive density project in the past few weeks?  Surely you have read the letters printed in the
Review for months and those sent to the City Councilors and Planners stating valid reasons
for opposition to this massive project?  I sat back for quite some time and watched and
listened just as Zeppo restaurateur Doug Lee did as he stated in his letter in the Review this
past week (Jan 16, 2014).   Who better has a pulse of what is happening in our Village Core
than a local business owner in Lake View Village 60 feet from the proposed project
entrance?  With the lack of infrastructure to support local businesses and 228 apartments he
foresees the logistical village killer in the making.  I agree with Mr. Lee, my mind is also
“boggled” with how we can be entertaining such a large density project on one, already
congested small town block with congestion already spilling over onto "A" Avenue, State
Street, Evergreen and even Country Club. 
 
In the January 2014 “Showcasing LO” section of the Review which ran a couple weeks ago
the Lake Oswego Review and The Bank of Oswego ran a full page ad asking LO residents to
“join us in building a stronger Lake Oswego” by shopping local….shop LO.”  I know my
fellow residents and neighbors and I want to do just that.  But we need to be able to get to
these businesses without sitting in a bottleneck of traffic congestion in our little Village.  If
we can’t get to our little Village it won’t survive and our great town of Lake Oswego will be
no longer be desirable.  Please take this into great consideration when you vote to further
define our downtown Village core with the Block 137 redevelopment.  As Mr. Lee stated, “
we have one chance at getting this thing right.”   Please deny this proposed plan and
encourage a project with a greatly scaled back density, one that will foster local business
success and one that is in keeping with our already fabulous downtown development. 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Marcie McAuliffe
Long time resident of Lake Oswego and member of a multi-generation Oregon family
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer block testimony
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 9:57:44 AM

 

 

From: Robert and Carol Goss [mailto:rlgoss@teleport.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 9:44 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice; Robert Goss
Subject: Wizer block testimony
 
January 20, 2013

I would like to make the following comments in response to the staff report

for the Wizer block development (LU 13-0046).
 

1.  Deny the requested exception to LOC 50.05.004.5.d and keep the

number of allowed stories to four.  The report says that the fifth floors

are"significantly stepped back from the lower floors by five feet; the fifth

floor is contained within the roof and is setback an additional five feet from

the fourth floor (Exhibit E11).The fourth and fifth floors are significantly

stepped back from the bases, providing additional depth to the facades."  I

question whether 5 feet is a significant setback in a 60'

tall building.  The staff report states that the fifth floors

are pushed back to the point that they will not be readily

visible from the pedestrian level at the street.  I would

disagree with this assessment. Due to the slopes on

Evergreen and 2nd at A, the fifth floor on Building B will

be visible.  Due to the 60' height, these buildings will be

taller than the condos to the west and will be seen

above their roof lines on Evergreen.
 

2.  The conservatory for use by the residents on the firth floor of Building B

is not a residential space.
 

3.  The applicant proposes a gable end facing the park (Building C), which

"complements the design" at the roundabout corner of Lake View Village.

 The four story building C does not complement the two story building at

Lake View Village.  It should be three stories at most, in order to not

overpower the roundabout.  This corner present a special architectural

design opportunity that I feel the current design has not come close to
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realizing.
 

4. Please note that the State of Oregon uses the OSSC (Oregon Structural

Speciality Code) , Chapter 11 for determining ADA requirements.  This

code is based on the IBC not the UBC as stated on page 29 of the staff

report.

    The report says that the "applicant proposes that both

residential and retail ADA van spaces will be accommodated in the

residential parking garage on 2nd Street, which has a higher

clearance. Because entrance to the residential garage is gated, ADA van

users will be required to “buzz in” at a control panel or use a cell phone to

notify the gate operator of their presence. Once parked, the ADA van user

will be required to gain access through the gate that separates the retail

and residential parking areas underground. While the ADA space is close

to the retail elevators, the Building Official is concerned, because of the

multiple barriers, whether this proposal meets the UBC standards for ADA

parking."  I share the Building Official's  concern that having the retail ADA

spaces in the residential parking garage will not meet the intent of the

OSSC code.
 

Respectfully submitted,
 

Carol Goss

231 6th Street

Lake Oswego, OR
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer block testimony
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 9:58:14 AM

 

 

From: Judy Davis [mailto:jwdavis@hevanet.com] 
Sent: Sunday, January 19, 2014 10:02 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer block testimony
 
We favor development of Block 137 in a way that will enhance and add vibrancy to our
downtown. Lake View Village and Millenium Park have provided just such improvements
while creating and retaining a village character and scale to the area.
 
The current plan for Block 137 adding 228 apartments with attendant parking for more than
300 cars in addition to the commercial space and public parking to serve the shops is
unacceptable. This plan for 5-story buildings along First Street will overwhelm Lake Oswego
downtown with traffic and congestion and deprive Lake View Village of sunlight. The
charming sidewalk cafe atmosphere along First Street will be ruined and our summer Farmers
Market crowded to the point that customers will be discouraged from attempting to reach the
market.
 
We strongly urge the Development Review Commission to withhold approval from the
current plan and seek drastic reductions in its size and density. The voices of Lake
Oswego citizens must be heard on this egregious OVER-development plan. Exceptions to
our building codes and violations of the spirit and letter of the East End Redevelopment Plan
must not be granted for this project. 
 
Judy Davis and Jack Kysar
17617 Arbor Lane
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
Home phone: 503-699-8737
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Testimony for DRC concerning Wizer Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 9:58:29 AM

 

 

From: Mary Dougherty [mailto:dougherty_86@msn.com] 
Sent: Sunday, January 19, 2014 7:26 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Testimony for DRC concerning Wizer Block 137
 
January 19, 2014
 
Dear Members of Lake Oswego Design Review Commission,
 
The Lake Oswego City Development Code defines village character and states that new
buildings should not be taller than 3 stories. I believe that the structures planned for the
Wizer Block 137, which are 5 stories, are incompatible with the village character of the
downtown area and are in violation of the CDC code. These tall structures will cast shade
on outdoor eating spaces on 1st street. No exemption to the CDC height maximum should
be permitted!
 
I am in favor of redevelopment but not overdevelopment. The East End Redevelopment
plan states that new structures should compliment Lake View Village and Oswego Village
Town Homes. The Wizer Block 137 plan, with more than 200 apartments, does not meet
the criteria!
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Ann Dougherty
19170 Bryant Rd.
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: LU 13-0046
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 9:58:54 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Diana Boom [mailto:diana@dboom.net]
Sent: Saturday, January 18, 2014 7:58 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: LU 13-0046

Regarding LU 13-0046 Wizer block:

I agree with the Evergreen Neighborhood Association's position and reasons for opposing the proposed
development, and believe the application should be denied.

Diana Boom
557 Evergreen Road
PO Box 328
97034

G-241 
LU 13-0046

mailto:/O=CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO/OU=OSWEGO/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EXCHCLT/CN=JANICEB
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:diana@dboom.net


From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Against the Wizer Development Plan
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:20:00 AM

 

 

From: Shari Gardner [mailto:shari.gardner@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 4:25 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Against the Wizer Development Plan
 
I am a Lake Oswego property  owner that  is opposed to the new Wizer  development plan as it stands for many of the reasons that  have been

voice by its opponents.  

 

1. Scale - it is too big for that space. The building is too high and their is not enough setback with  green space.  In fact they want  to

remove 25 trees which I am also opposed to.   

2. Congestion - from all  of those cars  coming and going everyday on 1st  street.  Someone has not done the math. Even if they say parking is

adequate (which it is not because it puts a burden on the existing public spaces there now) there will be too much traffic  on 1st  street.   And  it
will cause gridlock in the downtown. 
3. Pets will be a problem.  I own 2 dogs so I know.  They are not creating a park or providing green space for them,  so it will be a

problem for neighbors or visitors to the park .  Not  fair for the rest  of us.

4. The city has said they will contribute $5.5 M.  This is TAXPAYER money .  Most people are opposed to it.   There should be more
transparency to the Lake Oswego taxpayers and residents as to who is investing/profiting from this.
5.  This will impact  downtown businesses negatively - all  the way down State Street.  Lake Oswego residents that  don't live downtown will

no longer  be able to park downtown to shop,  go to the Farmers Market etc.  They are not designing enough parking.    The shops on State Street

will suffer too,  because people like me won't want  to deal  with  the gridlock to get to Ace Hardware, so I'll  go elsewhere.

 

 

Shari  Gardner
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer block testimony
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:20:17 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: susan von tobel [mailto:svontobel@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 10:35 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer block testimony

Dear council members
I won't be able to attend the meeting so I wanted to write my concerns.
I know a lot has been said about parking, excessive number of apartments, traffic, etc. I know that
each of you is aware of the public concerns.

My feeling is that these meetings are a formality, that it seems to a lot of people that the decision has
already been made. Most lake oswego citizens don't want the Wizer plan to go through as it stands. As
I listen to people, there is really only ONE concern that I see as underlying all of the obvious issues. 
This is the quality of life as we now know it will be transformed and changed into a place unlike what all
of us here enjoy! Most people would agree, YES, put in shops, restaurants, stores, and a few condos,
but to build over two hundred apartments will ruin our style of life that we are so blessed to enjoy. You
may not agree that this building will not have this level of impact.  If that is so, then the burden of
proof should be on you to prove to us in some way that our small town life style will not change. I don't
think it is our job to convince the council that it will.

You have the opportunity to go down in the history books as saving our small town for future
generations.

One last thought.  Have you considered how many residents might move OUT of Lake Oswego due to
overcrowding and the loss of life as we know it? That concerns me.  We are somewhat selfish, I guess,
to want to keep our treasured life as it is, with some growth and some improvements, but not massive
change.

I hope you will consider my words and know that they represent others who also feel this way.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Susan Von Tobel
555 2nd street

Susan Von Tobel
Susanvontobel.com
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:20:32 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: d45@comcast.net [mailto:d45@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, January 18, 2014 7:30 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Block Development

I am against the development as proposed.  I support the evergreen neighborhood assn's position and
reasons for opposing this development.

Regards,

Darryl Boom
557 Evergreen Rd.
Lake Oswego
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From: Karen C [mailto:karen_c83@yahoo.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 8:39 AM 
To: Council Distribution 

Subject: Good Morning! 

 

Regarding tomorrow night's meeting - 

THE PROPOSED GOODWILL STORE; 
 Besides what has become a highly-offensive business-model, Goodwill will bring traffic-
congestion & litter/dumping at this location. 
They are requesting a variance to allow “a direct access point onto Boones Ferry Road”.  
A busy, large retail store plus a permanent drop-off site will GREATLY increase traffic in 
an area that is already becoming congested.  
A Goodwill store/development right down the street from our Walmart-??  
Yay for Lake Grove...Thanks for thinking of us.   
 
 
Of course, the Goodwill development is being “overshadowed” by the massive proposal 
for the WIZER'S BLOCK; 
 
The Developers; 
-Listed as W & K Development, Geoff Wenker & Patrick Kessi are 'W & K' 
-Their most notable previous project is the “937”, a 16-story mixed-use building in The 
Pearl 
 
This is where also I become concerned, once I decide to do my-own due diligence on a 
developer; 
 
Once they began this project, W & K formed “Evergreen Group LLC”. This step is 
routine for developers as they begin a project, it gives their company financial 
protections if there's 'problems' with that one project.  
“Limited Liability” means just-that, once a problem is discovered. 
 
Also, when looking-up W & K in the Secretary of State's website, I find ties to other 
companies & business-names (“Wenker Enterprises, LLC” & “PHK Enterprises, LLC”).  
Sometimes businesses change names as they restructure or change partners – nothing 
wrong with that. But we also see businesses change-names in order sever-ties to 
previous problems. 
 
--->>If our City leadership was SO caught-by-surprise that Kensington is a chain-hotel-
developer (the company who wants to develop the WEB) ...I have to wonder - have they 
done any actual-research into the Wizer's developers?  
 
Let's talk traffic for a minute, shall we?; 
Many of us spend time in Tigard.  
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I don't know about you, but every time I go over there, I'm driving the speed limit 
through Lake Grove until I get to the edge of LO & cross 217, into the perpetual Tigard-
traffic-jams. 
If this Wizer's project goes forward as proposed, I believe this is what we can expect 
when we want to go to West Linn or Portland via downtown LO.  
People from Lake Grove & West Linn will begin finding alternate routes around 
downtown LO, rather than downtown being a “destination” for shopping & eating.  
The people who live in the neighborhoods near the Wizer's block have made their 
feelings quite clear about all this. Along with the other issues they see coming with this 
inappropriate development, they know the traffic (and parking problems) will spill-over 
into their now safe-&-quiet streets.  
 
City leadership's first duty is to represent the citizens who elected them to office. You, 
the elected-representatives of the citizenry, seem to be having some challenges 
enacting what the majority of the citizens have clearly-stated, when it comes to this and 
other recent proposed developments.  
 
And to those of you who have attached yourselves previously to slogans like "Stop 
Portland Creep" - doesn't all this offend you-?? One doesn't have to look far to see that 
it is offending your core-constituents. 
 
I hope to find changes in your plans at this meeting, 
 
Karen Crichton 
Lake Grove 

 

G-245 
LU 13-0046



From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Plans
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:41:16 AM

 
 

From: Steve Richards [mailto:richardsroost@comcast.net] 
Sent: Sunday, January 19, 2014 11:22 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Plans
 
Dear City Council:
 
What are you thinking?  How can the small downtown area support such a large influx of
people, cars, traffic, congestion?  Think about what the people of Lake Oswego want, not
your own vision of a grandiose legacy for your short term in office  - DON'T FORGET THE
BLUNDER IN BUYING THE WESTSIDE BUILDING - don't make the "buy with your eyes wide
shut" in this case.
 
Make the improvements reasonable to match the what we already have across the street -
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Richards
(503) 750-1469
Lake Oswego resident since 1989
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:19:37 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: THOMAS C HAGEMAN [mailto:hagaboom@me.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:42 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Block 137

Janice please submit my testimony,

I am against the development as proposed.

Issues:

1. Not sufficient parking for the number of housing units. Two spaces per unit plus an area for service
providers would be a minimum. Secure parking under the development should be required for use by
the residents. Retail on the street level would aid to the success of the project. Additional parking for
the retail should provided.

2. If approved the existing businesses will suffer as current parking structure spaces will be used by
tenants and their guests and service providers.

3. Units should be condominiums, not apartments, with longer term owners taking better care of our
central public area than transient renters.

4. The height should be limited to resemble the neighborhood height limits.

5. Open space should be provided, such as the existing development provided for the nearby
restaurants and park.

Respectfully submitted,

Tom and Sandy Hageman
941 West Point Road
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Block 137 Redevelopment
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:20:03 PM

 

 

From: Gunnar Sedleniek [mailto:sedleniek@msn.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:07 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Block 137 Redevelopment
 
 
As further consideration is given to the redevelopment of the city's Block
137 (Wizer property), I urge all decision makers to consider the
following:

Lake Oswego's village character of a community of small-scale
structures that appear and operate like a traditional small town is
what we all want to preserve.  That also means that buildings shall
be not greater than three stories tall, possibly with a fourth story in
exceptional situations.  The redevelopment being considered is up to
five stories, clearly exceeding our code.  Also, at this time, the
project only considers 100% rental units - no condominiums.
The city's development code provides for buildings located on street
corners to be designed to complement and be compatible with other
corner buildings at the same intersection.  Right now, this project
does not meet those constraints.
Currently traffic already exceeds the acceptable crash rate on First
Street and A Avenue.  We are also concerned about traffic cutting
through neighborhood street to avoid the main arteries.
The city's East End Redevelopment Plan states that new or
remodeled structures shall be designed to complement structures
located on Block 138 (Lake View Village) and Block 136 (Oswego
Village Town Homes).  Block 136 is three stories, 39 town homes on
same size block as Wizer's across the street. 
The proposed redevelopment will cast shade on outdoor eating
spaces along First Street.  The city's development code clearly
ensures that land is divided so that structures can be oriented to
maximize solar access and to minimize shade on adjoining properties
from structures and trees.
Up to three years in construction will significantly impacting
downtown merchants.  Developers have requested an additional
$400,000 in public funding to regrade and narrow Second Street,
which is also the loading zone and exit and entry for new residents.

We favor redevelopment, but not overdevelopment.  With reasonable
support from all interested parties we can make a difference and
preserve our downtown character.
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Gunnar Sedleniek@msn.com
5044 Foothills Road
Lake Oswego 
503-307-8275
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Public Testimony for DRC Meeting on 1/22/14
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:54:54 PM

 

 

From: Katie Williams [mailto:katiewilliams@windermere.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:40 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Public Testimony for DRC Meeting on 1/22/14
 

To: Janice Reynolds
From: Katie Williams

Regarding: Please consider this my public testimony for DRC Meeting
1/22/14 -Wizer block design

 
Titled: Please Redesign the Wizer Block

 
I moved to Lake Oswego seven years ago after visiting for many years. 
Seeing how well the Lake View Village and Millenium Plaza developments
turned out, making the decision to call Lake Oswego home was easy.  It is
therefore surprising and disappointing to see that the Wizer redevelopment
plan is not only 5 stories tall and of modern design, but has over two hundred
apartments.  To me, the height, style and scale of this project are not in
keeping with the village-style character of this community.  I believe it will
have a negative impact on traffic, congestion, parking, and general enjoyment
of our downtown.     
 
I am in favor of quality redevelopment and progress, but I feel this plan works
against the improvements the city has accomplished over the last decade. 
Perhaps another location such as the WEB would be a better site for a project
of this nature.  I would much prefer a mixed-use project with less density and
condominiums over apartments for this pivotal location to the quality of living
for all Lake Oswegans.
 
Any questions, please email or call my contact info below.
 
Thank you and best regards,
Katie
 

Katie Williams
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Broker, Licensed in Oregon
 

Windermere Bridgeport Realty Group, Inc.
503.686.1777
www.katiewilliams.mywindermere.com
personal residence: 17502 Erin Court, Lake Oswego
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block 137 Proposal
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 4:04:57 PM

 

 

From: HearonRTRK@aol.com [mailto:HearonRTRK@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 4:00 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Cc: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Block 137 Proposal
 
Dear Design Review Commission:

 

I am planning to attend the public hearing on Wednesday, January 22nd. I would like to send a quick

message to you asking that you carefully consider this current plan and the impact it would have on our

community if allowed to go forward as presently proposed.

 

I feel that the 5-story proposal is just too much for this particular site in our downtown. I think the

current design is too modern and boxy relative to the character of the surrounding buildings. The

design does not appear to be compatible with the village character described in the CDC. The height

will be too tall and will cast too much shade and block out the sunlight on the current sidewalk dining

areas and surrounding blocks.

 

The number of proposed apartment units are too many and will have a negative impact on traffic. Even

if the 1.5 parking spaces allotted per unit are per code, I believe we already have a shortage of parking

spaces in this area, especially during the farmer's market and other events. The increased traffic from

this current proposal will create a traffic congestion nightmare. I hope that if it has not already been

done that a traffic study is planned to understand the impact of any future development in this area.

 

The possible 3 years of construction will be very disruptive to our downtown merchants and

restaurants, especially those in the immediate area.

 

Please do not grant an exception to the current code to allow 5 story, 60 foot buildings on this site. I

am in favor a new development. I think a better plan should be conceived by the developer that fits the

current character of Lake Oswego without this density. The nearby buildings seem to be only 3 stories

tall and I think it would be much more reasonable for this development to have retail on the first floor

with 2 stories of living spaces - preferably 2-story townhomes - above.

 

Thank you for your consideration of this key development.

 

Respectfully,

 

Terri Hearon

1977 Egan Way

Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:08:07 AM

 
 

From: sshirleydare@aol.com [mailto:sshirleydare@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 5:13 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block
 
Dear Sirs.

We have lived in lake Oswego for over forty years and are very

distressed with our cities development plan of the Wizer Block.  We

love our small and friendly city and do NOT want to see our city turn

into a traffic nightmare on Par with Portland.

 

1. Do not approve the large apartment complex--consider a

three story condominium with under 75 units, to be sold to to

interested buyers.  We would consider buying one of these units and

frequent the local merchants.

 

2. Provide adequate underground parking for the Condo owners and

shoppers.

 

3. Consider limiting the construction time to under two years.

4. Consider that we have abundant rental units on and around

Boons ferry--many vacancies.

 

Please keep us 'in the loop' as you consider this important

development and our city's future.

Dick and Shirley Spooner, 1918 Bonniebrae Drive, Lake Oswego, Or.

97034
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer building issues
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:53:53 AM

 
 

From: Christina Kruse [mailto:ckruse08@comcast.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 5:15 PM
To: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com; Dillinger, Barbara; councildistribuition@ci.oswego.or.us
Subject: Wizer building issues
 
Dear Lake Oswego Review Board,

 

My family and I purchased a home on Country Club Road a month ago; after many years of exploring

communities around Portland.  We decided to settle and raise our family here because of the quaint

village feel, the low buildings (not the high rises of The Pearl District or South Water Front), and for the

amazing schools.

 

We have enjoyed having dinner at the restaurants across from Wizer and it would be incredibly

disheartening to know that soon we will be sharing our meal with people looking down on us from

windows or balconies, hanging their laundry etc and fighting for precious parking spots.  We enjoy the

look and feel of the village as we walk around and hope that you will maintain the standard that any

new buildings are mandated to keep the look and feel of the quaint village.  We would strongly suggest

that this project (and any other project proposed in the Village) to be kept to no more than 3 stories

(underground parking and 2 stories high) or the height of the existing parking structure.  A sleek,

modern, building with small windows and no wood trim or stone around the windows, doors, etc will

take away from what you have already created and people are drawn too.  If we wanted modern and

sleek we would have purchased in the Pearl.

 

Lastly, we are concerned what it will do to the schools as we have been informed that 2 elementary

schools in this immediate area have already closed down, creating larger class sizes.  With the

addition of so many new residents we are concerned about the strain on the schools.

 

We appreciate you listening to our concerns as new citizens of your City,

Christina Kruse
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:56:49 AM

 
 

From: Virginia Mattox [mailto:virginia.coachingservices@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 3:00 PM
To: Council Distribution
Cc: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Wizer block
 
To Whom it May Concern,
 
I am sending this email as I am not able to attend the meeting tomorrow.  I want you to know
I am definitely against the proposed development of 5 story- high density apartments on
Wizer block.  
 
1.  5 stories is too high- blocks out the Lake Oswego charm and character.
2.  100% rental attracts temporary stays of less solid citizens than permanent (folks who buy
have more of a sense of pride of ownership and care about our city)
3.  The traffic and congestion will be way higher- ridiculously higher.
4.  Its already challenging to get parking in that area.
 
It looks like you are disregarding  the LO city code for village character with small scale
structures.  We're all tired of it.  We've lived here for almost 8 years- some of that public
funding is from my husband and I.  
 
Wake up and take note of us.
 
Will and Virginia Mattox
1692 Village Park ln.
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:59:58 AM

 
 

From: BCECXIX@aol.com [mailto:BCECXIX@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 8:57 AM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Cc: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block
 
planning@ci.oswego.or.us

councildistribution@ci.oswego.or.us 
 
Re:  WIZER BLOCK DEVELOPMENT
 
 
We are Lake Oswego residents (home owners) for the past 29 years.  In our view the
proposal currently planned for the site known as Wizer’s Block is not attuned to the concept
of the “village of Lake Oswego”.  The density is much too high.
 
Rental units (not condominiums) plus retail space will mean more traffic and less parking. 
It’s time to rethink the proposed plan for the Wizer Block.
 
Sincerely,
 
Bruce & Ellin Cudd
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: written testimony - Wizer development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:06:48 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Dave Sengenberger [mailto:dave.sengenberger@frontier.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 10:25 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Cc: Lazenby, Scott
Subject: written testimony - Wizer development

Dear Ms. Reynolds:

I am of the opinion that Gene Wizer has placed an unrealistic value on his property. Consequently, his
contribution to the project has required his developer to design such a large complex to absorb the
property cost.  Even with a subsidy from the City to pay for some of the parking expense, the developer
has not been able reduce the size of the complex in order to have it "pencil out”.

It is apparent that a substantial majority are opposed to the Wizer project because of its overbearing
size. It simply does not fit.  It seems that the general consensus of our citizens makes a lot of sense.
The footprint for the buildings is too big, it interferes with the quality of life (congestion) for the
adjoining neighborhoods, and the impact that the traffic flow from approximately 400 parking spaces
will have on local traffic will difficult at best, especially with assessibility to the Park and the Evergreen
Neighborhood.

Since the majority of the residents are opposed to the project, how does Mr. Wizer expect these people
to pleased to subsidize it with their tax dollars?  Mr. Wizer is obviously facing fierce opposition from his
neighbors and the citizens of Lake Oswego.  He may eventually win by getting his way but will most
certainly lose his reputation consequently hurting his legacy as a great citizen and contributor to the
City.   I suggest that he put a more realistic value on his property and select another developer that will
propose an alternate approach that will complement our small town character.  

Dave Sengenberger
25 Hillshire Drive   LO 97034   503-638-0743
dave.sengenberger@frontier.com
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:06:51 AM

 
 

From: N L Kozlowski [mailto:nlkozlowski@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 12:02 PM
To: Council Distribution
Cc: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Wizer Block Development
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
 
I am opposed to the proposed plan for the development of the Wizer Block.
 
I am not opposed to development and support the development of the Wizer Block.  However the
development needs to be in keeping with the character of the community.
I am a senior resident of First Addition and I can tell you my wife and I would not want to move into
such a high density project!
 
What is planned, in my view, is not consistent with the current character of the Lake Oswego
community.
This should be obvious when the plan calls for city code waivers and is a significant departure from
other nearby development efforts such as Block 136.
 
As I see it, the problems, to list just a few, are many.
All rental apartments would keep the units transient.   This is not desirable.  Condominiums, with a
few rental apartments, would promote stability.
The plan, with 228 apartments, is way too dense, with all the associated pedestrian congestion,
parking, and traffic flow issues.
The building height, as planned, is not in keeping with the downtown Lake Oswego character.
 
The City Council and the Development Review Commission should keep the maintenance of the
character of Lake Oswego as the top priority in the project planning.
The development plan, as proposed, appears to be a high margin project for the developer, but
would not be in keeping with the community character.
 
Thank you for considering my input.
 
R/
 
Neil Kozlowski
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer"s Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:07:33 AM

 
 

From: Karen Locke [mailto:lockenest4@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 11:41 AM
To: Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer's Block
 
Dear DRC and City Council Members,
 
We are strongly opposed to the high density project for the Wizer’s block as it is currently
proposed.
 
Respectfully,
Karen and David Locke
756 Ellis Ave
Lake Oswego
 
 
 

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is
active.
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Plan
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:34:06 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: sherimacdowell [mailto:sheri@macguard.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:19 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Plan

I'll be brief.
A terrible idea.  Stack & pack.  We are LO not Portland.
Traffic, parking, Saturday Market, lifestyle, small town feel, safety & crime.  It will forever change our
nice small town.  It will ruin the park.

Sheri MacDowell
62 Touchstone
LO
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Proposed Wizer redevelopment
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 12:06:43 PM

 

 

From: Carolyn Gordon [mailto:carolyngordon@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:58 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Proposed Wizer redevelopment
 
This proposal will negatively impact the future of this charming village--would Carmel, St.
Helena, Yountville, Calistoga, ever allow something like this to go through?  No. they would
not, because, they see the long term value of charm.  Big buildings are out.  They don't work.
 In the short term a few people will make a lot of money.  In the long term, Lake Oswego
will be left with an ugly monstrosity that will only serve to loose business.  Take a stand and
make a decision that will benefit more people in the long run, and those in the future who
will thank you for saying no to this.  Or,  long be remembered as the people who allowed this
to go through and thus responsible for the blight we will all surely experience. Carolyn
Gordon
Carolyn Gordon

carolyngordon@comcast.net

503-332-5854

Products

Join My Team
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Save our Village
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:34:11 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Molly McWeeney [mailto:mollymcweeney@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 3:26 PM
To: mforbes@lakeoswegoreview.com; Council Distribution
Cc: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Save our Village

After reviewing the facts, I do not believe the Lake View Village has been criticized unfairly. The
description of the project has changed making the whole project much less appealing and rewarding.  
The size and magnitude of the impact of the environment are not compatible  with the area trying to
absorb the project.   Too many people, cars and pets are involved without the space or resources.
Please do not use much needed Public funding to support this project. Be true to the codes in place and
the People of Lake Oswego. Respect the neighborhoods negatives votes.
Molly McWeeney 
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: comments re wizer area redevlopment project
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:34:29 PM

 
 

From: Martin Donohoe [mailto:martindonohoe@phsj.org] 
Sent: Thursday, January 16, 2014 3:05 PM
To: Council Distribution; Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: comments re wizer area redevlopment project
 
as a long-time resident of lake oswego, i wish to voice my concerns over the project, specifically with

respect to city funds being used to produce rental properties, the height of the proposed structure

(which would interfere with beautiful views)

 
i would prefer a few more nice restaurants and shops, with the appropriate amount of parking

 
thank you

 
sincerely

 
Martin Donohoe

5015I Foothills Rd

Lake Oswego, OR 97034

503 819 6979

martindonohoe@phsj.org
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January 22, 2014 

Development Review Commission 

City of Lake Oswego 

380 A Avenue 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

 

RE:  LU13-0046:  A Request for a Development Review Permit to Construct a Mixed 

Use Project (Wizer Block Redevelopment) 

 

Members of the Commission: 

 

I am writing to support the redevelopment project proposed for the Wizer Block.  I have 

reviewed the applicant’s proposal and the City Staff Report and Recommendations. 

 

I urge you to approve the permit request as recommended in the Staff Report and the 

Staff’s proposed conditions. 

 

I agree with the Staff Report that the project meets the requirements and conditions of our 

Comprehensive Plan and appropriate codes. 

 

Our community needs a strong, vibrant downtown core to make Lake Oswego a great 

place to live along with a vital local economy.  We won’t have strong neighborhoods if 

we don’t have a healthy, viable downtown to complement them.  This mixed-use 

development will help us provide a variety of housing types to attract young people and 

support our local businesses.  It encourages pedestrian activity downtown and provides 

the necessary parking for retail and residents.   

 

I was born and raised here in Lake Oswego and have lived here most of my adult life.  

When I first returned to town after college, I lived in apartments until I could afford to 

buy a house here.  We need apartments and condominiums to attract young people for our 

future.  We can’t just be a bunch of expensive single-family homes with an aging 

population. 

 

Our downtown is a great place for this kind of mixed-use development.  The downtown 

plan encourages this development.  It helps us provide for a variety of housing types and 

the necessary customer base to support viable local businesses. 

 

Please approve the permit request as recommended in the Staff Report. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Tom O’Connor 

1960 Egan Way 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Opposition Letter
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 3:13:31 PM

 

 

From: Kim Rigney [mailto:kimrigney@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:35 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Cc: Marcie McAuliffe
Subject: Wizer Block Opposition Letter
 
Dear Design Review Commission (DRC),
 
I am a new resident to Lake Oswego (less than a 6 months) and also brand new to Oregon. 
My husband's job with Nike is what brought us here.  We could have chosen anywhere in the
Portland-area to live and we chose Lake Oswego.  We picked it because of the schools, the
small town feeling and the QUALITY of life (ease of getting around, no traffic, quaint
village atmosphere).
I am aware of what is proposed Block 137 (Wizer development) and I am blown away.  I
believe that it goes against everything that Lake Oswego stands for and why people
choose HERE to live.
 
The traffic, the congestion, the parking, just the sheer number of inhabitants from 228
apartments--  I don't see how this could be a good thing for Lake Oswego in the least.  I live
right near "malfunction junction" and sometimes the back-up to turn right from Country Club
onto Iron Mountain can be up to 10 minutes in the late afternoon.  My two boys go to Forest
Hills which is already jam packed (because of the Uplands closure.).  I'm certain the schools
would be affected. 
 
Please don't ruin our quality of life.  And why people choose here to live.  Thank you.
 
Sincerely,
Kim Rigney
1291 Lake Garden Ct
Lake Oswego, OR  97034
503-944-9383
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From: Roger Rollins [mailto:RLRollins@comcast.net]  

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 4:44 PM 
To: Reynolds, Janice 

Cc: Lita Griggs 
Subject: Opposition to Wizer block proposed development 

 

Attached, please see several letters to the L.O. Review that I have written in opposition to the 

current proposal to develop the Wizer block with a high density 228 unit apartment complex. I 

am not opposed to development in general, but this proposal is a slap in the face to the vast 

majority of citizens that oppose high density development. If we learned anything from the last 

election it is that citizens do not want a Pearl District in L.O. such as was  proposed for the 

foothills area, much less one that is in the center of town. Citizens of this small town with a 

village atmosphere are adamant in their opposition to higher density. Therefore I call on the 

Planning Commission, and City Council members to respect the will of the people, and 

summarily reject this proposal.  

 

Roger L. Rollins 

17621 Lake Haven Dr. 

Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035 

(503) 635-2468 

RogerRollins@comcast.net 
 

2
nd

 letter to L.O. Review 
   Here we go again, another lost opportunity to do something special in planning.  

Worse, this mistake could haunt us for decades. The news that city planners and a 

developer plan a 228 unit apartment complex on the Wizer Block at ground zero, 

steps from Millennium park is enough to make you wonder… what could they be 

thinking? Just because an architect and a developer want to polish their resumes, 

and bank accounts, with a design at the center of Lake Oswego that “meets all 

design requirements” doesn’t mean it should be done. For those citizens that are 

ambivalent about the proposal, or perhaps taken in by the arguments that our 

village needs to “grow up into a city” that attracts young unmarrieds, let me offer 

this perspective.  If a developer wanted to build a similar complex on Ocean 

Avenue one block from the beach in Carmel by the Sea, California, would their 

city fathers allow it? Obviously, to anyone that has visited that village, the answer 

would be a resounding NO WAY. So, I offer this test to the L.O. decision makers. 

If it isn’t an appropriate fit on Ocean Avenue in Carmel, why should it be an 

appropriate fit on A Avenue at the heart of Lake Oswego’s civic center.  

Frank Lloyd Wright once said that a house should not be on the hill, but rather of 

the hill. Meaning the house should be an extension of, compatible with, and 

sympathetic to, its environment.  So the question is: Will the development on the 

Wizer Block be of the site, or simply uninspiringly, on the site?   
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3
rd

 Letter to the Editor of L.O. Review 
   Last night I had a dream: The potpourri of  scenes included 400 BMW’s, a 

hookah lounge, 200 dogs, a tattoo shop, 400 bicycles,  a marijuana dispensary, and 

a piercing parlor, all swimming in a puree centered in the Wizer Block 

development. Okay, in fairness, I have no evidence that any of these specters will 

actually materialize. On the other hand, there is probably little that could prevent 

them from happening, e.g. the Stars strip club.   Mind you, I don’t have anything 

against young single apartment dwellers, it is just that a recent Saturday visit to 

Portland’s S.E. Hawthorne District reinforced my belief that the majority of their 

interests are distinctly different from mine.  But, to each their own, and viva la 

difference.  It is just that I fear the peripheral damage that a concentration of large 

numbers of them, and their accoutrements in the center of downtown might bring 

to our quiet, anti-weird, pedestrian friendly, traffic manageable, rules obeying, 

village of family oriented residents. 

   I celebrate the vibe that the Pearl and S.E. Hawthorn Districts bring to the metro 

area. But why can’t we be content to let our little piece of Oregon remain as it is? 

Why are we targeting this demographic when there is seemingly little in Oswego 

that interests them? The absence of a Club scene, proximity of other similarly 

minded young adults, or a tech centric job cluster, and anticipated high cost of 

renting these units seems to me to be an anathema to young people.  At last night’s 

LORA meeting I heard numerous comments by the erstwhile Wizer Block 

developers praising the amenities that would be limited to the tenants of the 

apartment complex. Admittedly, the focus of the meeting was purposely on the 

design characteristics, however the question that hung in the air was what market 

need is driving this development towards young singles, and more importantly 

what is the public benefit of courting them?  After all, one could position a 

Downton Abby smack in middle of a native American reservation to attract the 

landed gentry, but neither the landed gentry nor the native Indians would likely be 

happy with it. The most successful marketing efforts are driven by a genuine need, 

and the absence of a need is often the death knell of even the best in marketing or 

architectural plans.   

4
th

 Letter to the L.O. Review   
What happened? What happened to the Mayor and new city council members that 

promised pre-election to reverse the rush to increase density in our city pursued so 

vigorously by the previous Mayor and several of the old council?  What happened 

to the promises to seek broad citizen input for major projects after the streetcar 

plan, foothills Pearl District plan, and the relocate our library to 2
nd

 street plan went 

down in flames after citizens woke up? The plan to develop the Wizer block into 

an apartment complex with up to 228 transient tenants at Millennium Park has 



struck the citizens I have spoken to with three reactions: (1) Oh no… a 5 story 

apartment High density complex next to Millennium Park…we don’t want 

that! (2) What… why was there no citizen input?  (3)  Why is this happening so 

fast in a city that has talked about developing the Wizer block for decades?  To 

these questions I might add my own: Why is it that the entire city council has 

either been hypnotized by the developer, or lacks the courage to question in even 

the mildest form, the basic premise of this proposal? Oh yes, they have lots of 

questions about whether the complex will have garbage cans, or where the hordes 

of tenant dogs will find a bathroom, but no one considered addressing the impact 

of this offensive proposal on the village character of our town center.  After all, the 

“village character” is enshrined in our town’s charter documents, and more 

importantly in the hearts of the citizens that treasure a small town atmosphere. If 

this proposal reaches fruition in its current form, one can only imagine the future 

consequences: A plethora of high rise apartments in downtown and Lake Grove. 

Traffic nightmares as legions of tenants leave their apartments for jobs in Portland, 

Beaverton, or Hillsboro. Massive parking problems in downtown leading the city 

council to conclude that only parking meters will solve the congestion. A sharp 

increase in the number of DUI arrests as the apartment complexes become party 

central on weekends. Greater noise, trash, dog droppings, crime, and disregard for 

authority. More conflicts between bicyclists, cars and pedestrians leading the city 

council to conclude bicycle only street lanes and a one way street grid are the 

answer.  Creeping “weirdness” as all of the characteristics (e.g. nude bicycle 

parades) that now dilute Portland’s attractiveness impact our family friendly 

atmosphere. While many towns have succumbed to the assault of the urban density 

Taliban, with their love of high rise development, notably some, such as Sausalito, 

CA. have with great courage steadfastly refused.  They remain as unique and 

highly sought outposts, in a sea of insoluble congestion.  If you want to influence 

the path of this runaway train, I suggest you make your voice heard by the city 

council. Otherwise, be prepared for a future you may not enjoy.  
 

7
th

 Letter to the L.O. Review 
   Over the years whenever I have sold an automobile I’ve made it a point to ask for 

identification from the other party to confirm they were who they said they were.  

Just good practice in money matters.  Since the proposed Wizer block development 

calls for approximately 6 million dollars in taxpayer subsidies, one would hope  

that the  city council when weighing this high density apartment complex 

proposal would apply the same due diligence. I believe the public deserves full 

disclosure regarding who would benefit from this largess.   



   I am not talking about simply disclosing the name of the developer, the carefully 

crafted name of his development company, and the architectural firm.  But instead, 

a full list of all parties that stand to benefit including individual investors, silent 

partners, overseas governments, banks, hedge funds, or whatever.  Also, it would 

also be interesting to know how many, if any, local “consultants” were employed, 

or gifted with promises of work, out of the L.O. population to try to influence 

Neighborhood Association’s surveys, or overall public opinion. Yes, I know many 

would say this is a privacy issue, or that it is an unrealistic expectation. 

Nevertheless, with the carefully worded advertisements, and proliferation of non-

L.O. resident letters to the L.O Review touting this proposal, one can sense that the 

moneyed few are desperate to convince the public that this will be a good thing.  

Sorry, but I don’t agree. The increased traffic, parking congestion, noise, trash, and 

negative impact on Millennium Park and local small businesses, let along the 

precedent it sets for future proposals, all spell a huge setback to our village 

atmosphere. If you have any illusions about this high density apartment complex 

being a solution for seniors wanting to down size, I challenge the developer to have 

the courage to publish the anticipated rental fees for these units. I question how 

many seniors on semi, or totally, fixed incomes will forgo a condo or town house 

for a high priced apartment, with all the instability of transient neighbors, rising 

rental fees, and the whim of a landlord. Let’s be candid. This is a high density 

apartment complex designed for maximum profit to the developers, that benefits 

hugely from its location in the heart of the city, with little or no benefit, and a great 

deal of potential downside, to the public at large.  
 



DIENNE G. IRWIN 
 

4343 Sunset Drive • Lake Oswego, OR  97035 • phone: (503)636-8859 • email:  dienneirw@juno.com

 

January 22, 2014 
 

 

Development Review Commission 

City of Lake Oswego 

380 A Avenue 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

 

RE: Wizer Block 

 

Dear Development Review Commissioners: 

 

I am writing to you to oppose the building of a five story rental apartment in the middle of our beautiful 

downtown Lake Oswego.  There are several reasons to do so which include the following: 

 

1. The development review process should emphasize the protection of our established codes which 

have been put into existence through years of hard negotiations from the citizens, the Neighborhood 

Associations, the Planning Department and the City Council.  Why are these codes so easily “thrown 

out the window” for profit when there were concrete reasons to have them?  The proposal for a five 

story building does so with disregard to the City code.  Removing twenty-five trees again defeats the 

purpose of our tree code. 

 

2. Traffic and parking congestion:  If you have driven down A Ave during rush hour, you would be 

aware that having apartments containing over 400 residents would certainly create grid lock, not to 

mention t the traffic that will now cut through the neighborhoods of North Shore County Club, Lake 

view and especially Evergreen.   

 

3. Parking:  Residents of these new apartments will now use up all the street parking (and the 

underground parking ), forcing the already established patrons of our downtown restaurants and retail 

shops to dine and shop elsewhere as parking would be such a hassle.   

 

4. Westside business would have an afternoon shadow blocking their access to the sun which creates 

appealing atmosphere to dine in the afternoon sun.  These businesses will suffer. 

 

5. Apartments vs Condos:  Condos create long time residents for Lake Oswego; residents who can be 

involved in the city rather than apartments which create a revolving door and does not lend itself to 

attract citizens who can contribute to the city. 

 

I urge you to deny development review permit for this structure and instead go back to the drawing board to 

bring us a building which serves the City of Lake Oswego rather than a building which would have a 

negative impact on our way of life. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Dienne Irwin G-266 
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Lake Oswego - Wizer block
Date: Thursday, January 23, 2014 11:54:31 AM

 

 

From: Micheleshelley@aol.com [mailto:Micheleshelley@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 11:49 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Lake Oswego - Wizer block
 
Dear Ms. Reynolds,

 

I am unable to attend the meeting next week regarding the development of the Wizer block in

downtown Lake Oswego and would appreciate that this letter be submitted.

 

I am a long-time resident of Lake Oswego and my children and I are very involved in the local schools

and very much enjoy the amenities of this terrific town.  I am adamantly opposed to the development of

high-density residential apartments on the Wizer's block.  We love the farmer's market, the summer

time movies and the area restaurants.  Traffic brought in by this development would make these

amenities almost unusable for us. 

 

I would love to see the Wizer block turned into smaller shop retail, another restaurant or two, etc. 

Adding 200+ apartment homes would destroy the downtown charm of Lake Oswego.  I am pro-

development and pro-growth if it is deliberate and well-considered.  The current proposed development

is not fitting for this particular block.

 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

 

Best regards,

 

Michele Shelley

6151 Summer Woods

Lake Oswego, OR  97035

(503) 705-4541
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Development
Date: Thursday, January 23, 2014 12:33:20 PM

 

 

From: ldrentlaw@gmail.com [mailto:ldrentlaw@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Leslie Drentlaw
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 12:11 PM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Development
 
To whom it may concern,

 

I am writing to you because I am opposed to the current plan for the Wizer's

development in Lake Oswego. I am part of a large group of longtime residents that

want to preserve all that makes Lake Oswego the special place it is. 

I have lived here all my life and I am very distressed by all of the changes that are

occurring almost daily.,Older historic homes and very old one of a kind trees being

torn down so that a developer can cram in several homes with no yards at all. Lake

Oswego is known for having space and room around the homes not crammed in like

in the city. We do not want to become that kind of town! Businesses being allowed in

to town in a sneaky way without residents having a chance to have a say and now the

Wizer development. While I believe it will be good to develop the area, the current

proposal does not fit in to what our town is and what we should become down the

road. 

 

 

1.  Those opposed to the proposed project are not opposed to the development of

the Wizer Block.  The ultimate development of this Block done in a manner that

preserves the village character and charm of Lake Oswego will be a benefit to the

community.

2.  This proposal is too big and massive and out of scale with the village character of

the area.  The DRC has a duty and responsibility to ensure the village character of

Lake Oswego is preserved when reviewing proposals.

3.  Approval of the proposal will establish a new village character bar that will be used

as precedent for future redevelopment to the north that will destroy the village

character and charm of Lake Oswego.

4.  While we are not opposed to high end residential units in downtown Lake

Oswego, we believe Block 137 is best utilized for commercial development in keeping

with the City's vision and maintaining the integrity of Millennium Park. 

5.  Millineum park capacity is 400 - having a massive 228 unit apartment complex

next door will overwhelm the Farmer's Market & keep people from having access.

6.  The height of the building will shade the outdoor restaurant seating across the

street.

7.  The transient nature of a massive apartment complex will often block the

surrounding streets with moving vans and apartment visitors.

8.  Such a massive residential building will add to the already grid locked drive time
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traffic surrounding downtown.

 

Please listen to the people and reconsider this development so that it fits in to what is

good about our city!

 

Leslie Walczyk-Drentlaw

3220 Southshore Blvd

Lake Oswego 97034



From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer"s Block
Date: Thursday, January 23, 2014 9:25:23 AM

 
 

From: Patricia Roberts [mailto:PatriciaR@baysingerpartners.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 9:12 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer's Block
 
 
I am dismayed at the very idea that the Mayor & City Council would even entertain a
development such as the one proposed for the Wizer Block.   The majority of property
owners living in Lake Oswego have elected our City Officials with the understanding that you
would continue to support our values, not blatantly pursue your own agenda.  You throw
out the Foothills mixed use project  which would be a much location for high density
apartments.  The Foothills project  included bringing light rail to Lake Oswego.  Light rail
would help ease the traffic  congestion, now you are entertaining approval of a
development that will increase traffic congestion.  In place of a project that made economic
sense  a five ( 5) story 100% rentals project is being considered in the very heart of our
village.  For several years I have served on the Board of a 62 unit condominium property and
my experience has been that  renters do not have a vested interest in the property. 
 
There is one motel in lake Oswego,  an additional  boutique hotel would bring guests to Lake
Oswego;  increase the revenue of the existing businesses and bring hotel/motel tax revenue
to the City.
 
Please do not permit 400+ new renters to come and take away our quality of life in the
village.  Play by the rules, do not disregard the City Code by permitting  a 5 story structure to
be built.  Consider what a 2 to 3 year building project will do the  existing restaurants &
businesses during the construction period.  Millennium Park accommodates 400 people and
during events is usually filled to capacity with the potential of another 200 to 400 people it
would be overwhelmed.  Parking will
 
I believe that as elected officials it is your repsonsibiity to listen to the community and not to
to ignore our voice and allow such an objectionable development. 
 
Respectfully,
 
Patricia Roberts
522 S. State St.
Lake oswego OR 97034
503-635-2825
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Oppose Wizer development as planned
Date: Thursday, January 23, 2014 12:08:25 PM

 
 

From: eviefuson@aol.com [mailto:eviefuson@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:59 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Oppose Wizer development as planned
 
Dear City Council and Development Review Commission,

We are opposed to the mass and scale of the proposed development on the Wizer property. The scale

and size of this project are incompatible with our Village.

Please vote no.

Thank you.

Evie and Jack Fuson

1255 Chandler Road

Lake Oswego, OR  97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Please Keep Our Neighborhood Liveable
Date: Friday, January 24, 2014 8:56:11 AM

 
 

From: judyhpro@aol.com [mailto:judyhpro@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 6:11 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Please Keep Our Neighborhood Liveable
 
Dear City Council,

 

Please change what's happening with the planned development on the Wizer block!

 

We've seen this type of development going on in Beaverton, Tualatin and now Sherwood too. 

 

Condominiums would create lots of traffic and parking problems but apartments would magnify

this problem many times over.  Parking is already congested at Millennium Plaza whenever

there is an event. 

 

There are apartment buildings in our city now and they are not located in the middle of the

shopping district.  Why do we need more apartments? 

 

I am very opposed to the five story building concept.  Please take a ride over to Sherwood and

view what they've done in their downtown shopping area.  See how they've built their five story

building right out to the sidewalk.  Tell me that you think this would good in our town?

 

With best regards, Judy Hall

20 year resident of Lake Oswego   
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