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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Thursday, August 28, 2014 4:35:17 PM

From: Katherine [mailto:kchartraw@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 27, 2014 1:05 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block

I am writing to ask you to please uphold the denial of the
 application by Mr Kessi to develop the Wizer Block.  Please do
 not allow him to dictate to our lovely city what is appropriate for
 that location.  We as a city have already decided what is
 appropriate for that block and we have clearly stated it in our
 code.  This plan should never have gotten a nod from our city
 staff in the first place, what were they thinking?  The
 entire proposal seems to be tainted. 

Mr Kessi says he is appealing because the DRC unfairly denied
 his application even though he met the requirements of our code. 
 He says if he is denied permission to develop the block according
 to his plans then the City of Lake Oswego will be sending the
 wrong message to future developers.  He says this denial will
 cause future problems for any development on this parcel.

What Mr Kessi would like us all to forget is the fact that he did not
 present plans that matched what Lake Oswego says it wants and
 has clearly stated in our development code.  Lake Oswego says
 we want that block to be a commercial district with small scale
 buildings, he has presented a plan for an enormous apartment
 complex.

PLEASE do not allow this disaster of a plan to go forward, uphold
 the denial from the DRC.  They are qualified to evaluate this plan
 and they have clearly stated that it does not meet the
 requirements for this block.  Let Mr Kessi build his residential
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: majority and democracy.
Date: Thursday, September 04, 2014 9:42:28 AM

From: mr.henry@comcast.net [mailto:mr.henry@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2014 6:57 PM
To: Council Distribution
Cc: SaveRvillage@aol.com; abigail_ray@yahoo.com
Subject: majority and democracy.

City Council of Lake Oswego,

I am sure you are aware that most of the citizens of L.O. agree with the
 decision the DRC has made regarding the denial of the proposed plan for the
 Wizer project.  I urge you to vote with your constituents and deny this project.
  Should any of you vote to go against the DRC and the majority of our citizens
 you will not have my vote should you run for any office in my district.

Mark Henry

EXHIBIT G-514
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Revitalize Lake Oswego
Date: Thursday, September 04, 2014 9:43:09 AM

From: Rick Kappler [mailto:rickk@sunsetforest.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 04, 2014 6:29 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Revitalize Lake Oswego

Dear Lake Oswego,

Please tell Metro, TriMet, and ODOT to convert the Willamette Shore Trolley into a trail.
 Plans are needed to accommodate the expected, historic levels of pedestrian and bicycle
 traffic on the new Sellwood Bridge and highway 43.

Please turn the Wizer block into a park along with shopping.

Rick Kappler
Sunset Forest Products
Portland, OR

EXHIBIT G-515
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer block-please vote no
Date: Friday, September 12, 2014 8:39:14 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Ann Hadley [mailto:hadley.ann@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2014 8:36 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer block-please vote no

We are completely opposed to the development as proposed.
Ann and Dick Hadley

EXHIBIT G-516
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Block 137
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:22:11 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Walter A North [mailto:janorth@q.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:16 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Block 137

Please keep block 137 as a compact shopping district as the city plan has set forth not compact residential as the
 developer wants!
Thank you,
Ann North

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development Proposal
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:19:57 AM

From: Mitch Ellison [mailto:mitch@ellisonkilnworks.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 9:49 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: fw: Wizer Block Development Proposal

I oppose the Wizer Block Development Plan. The blocks designation as part of the LO compact
 shopping district plan is not met. I am against such a large apartment complex in the LO
 downtown core.

From: "Mitch Ellison" <mitch@ellisonkilnworks.com>
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2014 6:14 PM
To: jreynolds@ci.oswego.or.us
Subject: Wizer Block Development Proposal

Dear Council members,
My name is Mitch Ellison, and I have lived in Lake Oswego for over 40 years. I've been following
 the arguments for and against the proposed Kessi development plans for the Wizer block. So far
 I have not seen anything close to acceptable that will enhance that signature area. 
Here are some of my major concerns:
-The area is zoned for 3 to 1 density. How does that pencil out, with 207 apartments and only 13
 percent retail in a retail zone?
-They are asking for four exceptions to the Community Development Code Standards
 Ground floor residential units in a commercial zone.
 Reduced storefront windows.
 Parking entrance on First Street.
 Shared private and public parking.

-It's unreasonable to compare the Wizer Block Plan with Lake View Village in square feet given
 the parking factor..
-The City of Lake Oswego plans to invest five million dollars in a private development whereby
 the redevelopment dept will take over  eight years before the city begins receiving tax revenue.
-The city plans to lease 135 of the 155 retail parking spaces for additional public parking in
 downtown. What tax or fee will pay for that?
-I think there should be an option for our 25,000 registered citizens to petition to vote on large
 scale developments.
-I believe developing condos instead of apartments in that zone will enhance that area through
 ownership.
-My take on this two year planning process is that the developer started with a very high bar to
 test the reaction of our citizens. After  the first proposal was overwhelmingly rejected, then in
 little time at all came up with the current second proposal. What might he  have planned for the
 third proposal? 
-This is give and take negotiating to arrive at the best plan for our village.
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns.
Mitch  

EXHIBIT G-518
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:18:09 AM

From: Joanne Sedleniek [mailto:jsedleniek@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 9:46 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Project

1. Too much residential!
2. Still need "small scale" to maintain village character.
3. We want development; not overdevelopment.
4. PLEASE DENY THIS PROPOSAL!!!!!

Joanne Sedleniek
Lake Oswego Resident

EXHIBIT G-519
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: No to overdevelopment
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 8:29:18 AM

From: KAY DePree [mailto:kdpree@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 7:52 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: No to overdevelopment

Small retail buildings.
Three stories maximum
Apartments at another location
Classy, arty
Staying visually with what is established and good.
How hard can this be?

Kay DePree

EXHIBIT G-520
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer block
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 8:23:18 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Karen Morrow [mailto:morrow.karen@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 7:40 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer block

I would like to ask you to deny the proposal for the development of the Wizer block as it now stands. It does not
 provide the needed retail space consistent with our retail core and calls for way too much residential space. The
 traffic caused by such a residential space would be horrendous and the population density in that area would
 negatively impact Millenium Park. Also, the size and scope of the development is not consistent with maintaining
 the village flavor of the downtown retail core.
Please vote to deny the proposal.
Karen Morrow
First Addition

Sent from my iPad

EXHIBIT G-521
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 8:21:45 AM

From: Kathryn Christy [mailto:kathryn_1@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 5:15 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block

It's way to big for that little area downtown. Please don't let them ruin one of the prettiest towns
 I've lived in. Money isn't everything. Build something that fits in.

Kathryn Christy
46 Oriole Lane
Lake Oswego, Or

EXHIBIT G-522
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Please deny the Wizer block development application.
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 8:20:52 AM

From: Diane Schweisguth [mailto:dianeschweisguth@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 5:01 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Please deny the Wizer block development application.

Dear Councilors: 
Please agree with, and confirm, the Development Review Commission's decision to deny the Wizer block
 development application. 
Thank you, 
Diane Schweisguth
462 5th Street 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
503-344-4582

EXHIBIT G-523
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block and DRC
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:35:35 PM

From: pdavisor@aol.com [mailto:pdavisor@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:54 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block and DRC

Please keep the Wizer Block as a compact shopping district as designated in the Downtown
 Redevelopment Plan and not a high density apartment complex with less than 13% retail.  This
 complex doesn't meet the guidelines or concept of village character as set forth in the
 Redevelopment Plan.  Citizens worked very hard to create the Redevelopment Plan and to see it
 brushed aside would be a shame.  Help maintain Lake Oswego's jewel of a town square
 and don't let it be overwhelmed by this massive project.  Please vote to uphold the DRC decision
 to reject this project as proposed.
 Thank You
 Pete Davis
 346 Lakebay Ct.
 Evergreen Neighborhood
 Lake Oswego Or 97034

EXHIBIT G-524
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: SAVE OUR VILLAGE
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:34:42 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: sharona@pcasafety.com [mailto:sharona@pcasafety.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:48 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: SAVE OUR VILLAGE

Sent from my iPhone

EXHIBIT G-525
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:33:42 PM

From: Arianne Cakarnis [mailto:ariannewestby@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:45 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block

I'm once again voicing my opinion that the proposal for the Wizer block is out of sync
 with the intent and character of downtown L.O. The scale is too large, and I'm
 opposed to the housing density issue as well. I don't support any proposal that
 includes a similar housing arrangement. I do support primarily retail construction in
 that area.

EXHIBIT G-526
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Please Deny the Wizer Proposal
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:31:17 PM

From: William Bigas [mailto:wbigas@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:28 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Please Deny the Wizer Proposal

We are very opposed to the current Wizer Building design.  It is a massive building
 unlike anything in Lake Oswego.  The idea of putting mostly housing in the middle of
 the downtown main street that is designed for shopping and restaurants is bad for the
 future of our downtown.  Please remember that the ruling of the DRC was very clear:

1. Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of
 four blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close
 to 90% residential apartments!

2. “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan
 requires structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
 downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football
 field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.

This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core.  We are for
 responsible development not overdevelopment.  Please deny this proposal.

Bill and Suzanne Bigas

Homeowners

1708 Village Park Ln

Lake Oswego, OR. 

EXHIBIT G-527
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: For your consideration
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:30:24 PM

From: PHooper [mailto:phooper333@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:20 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: For your consideration

1. Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of four
 blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close to
 90% residential apartments!

2. “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan
 requires structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
 downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football
 field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.
This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core.  We are for
 responsible development not overdevelopment.  Please deny this proposal.

Pam and  Paul Hooper
555 2nd Street

EXHIBIT G-528
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block development is too big
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:29:41 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Tim Boot [mailto:timboot@mac.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:15 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block development is too big

Dear City council.

The Wizer Block development is too big and far out of scale. It will destroy our town feel. Please define in better
 terms what our village feel should be. No more than 3 stories, no high density residence and a defined amount of
 volume per acre.

Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of four blocks that were planned as the city’s
 retail core.  Not designed for close to 90% residential apartments!

“Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan requires structures to be “small scale” to
 maintain village character of our downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football field
 and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.

This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core.  We are for responsible development not
 overdevelopment.  Please deny this proposal.

Thank you,

Tim Boot
1250 Andrews Rd.
Lake Oswego, OR 97034

EXHIBIT G-529
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Please deny Wizer proposal
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:28:20 PM

From: teresa delaney [mailto:teresa.ann.delaney@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:03 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Please deny Wizer proposal

Hello,
I am very much in favor of developing the Wizer Block, but I agree with the DRC that
 we should maintain that block as part of the compact shopping district that has been
 planned for the past 20 years.

We have a unique downtown that is very special.  Please support the village character
 and atmosphere that makes Lake Oswego so special. 

Thank you very much,

Teresa Delaney
1123 Lake Shore Rd.
Lake Oswego, OR  97034
(503) 515 6061

and our rental house at:
232 6th Ave.
Lake Oswego, OR  97034 

EXHIBIT G-530
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Uphold DRC Wizer decision
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:26:52 PM

From: Shawn West [mailto:shawn.west76@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 3:01 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Uphold DRC Wizer decision

I agree with DRC findings .

1. Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of
 four blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close
 to 90% residential apartments!
2. “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan
 requires structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
 downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football
 field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.
This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core. We are for
 responsible development not overdevelopment. Please deny this proposal.

Sent from my iPhone

EXHIBIT G-531
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer development is currently unreasonable
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:25:21 PM

From: Daniel Motylewski [mailto:Danny.Motylewski@hunterindustries.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 2:59 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer development is currently unreasonable

Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of four
 blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close to
 90% residential apartments!

 “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan requires
 structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
 downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football
 field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.
This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core. We are for
 responsible development not overdevelopment. Please deny this proposal.

Danny Motylewski
503-504-6909

P.N.W: Commercial, Golf 
HUNTER INDUSTRIES 
W.U.S: Water Utilities

EXHIBIT G-532
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Oops! Email Address Error
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 4:24:40 PM

From: Patricia Roberts [mailto:PatriciaR@baysingerpartners.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 2:58 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: FW: Oops! Email Address Error

1. Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of four
blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close
to 90% residential apartments!

2. “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan
requires structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a
football field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village
Buildings.

3. This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core.  We are
for responsible development not overdevelopment.

Please deny this proposal.

Respectfully,

Patricia Roberts

522 S. State St.

Lake Oswego OR 97034

EXHIBIT G-533
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: DRC LU 13-0046
Date: Monday, September 15, 2014 8:55:43 AM

From: Alma J [mailto:tolovana@seasurf.com] 
Sent: Saturday, September 13, 2014 2:44 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: DRC LU 13-0046

We urge the Mayor and Council members to uphold the decision of the
 Development Review Commission to deny the Evergreen Group’s application
 to construct a multi-use project on the Wizer block.

Plans do not meet the requirement for a compact shopping district and include
 less retail space than is currently available in the Wizer block. The proposal is
 essentially for the construction of a large residential block.

None of the proposed buildings can remotely be described as small-scale.

Mr. Kassi, in comparing objections to his project with those raised against what
 is now Lake View Village, fails to mention that Gramor Development worked
 with residents of Lake Oswego to generate a project acceptable to all parties
 rather than proposing minor changes to their original plan.

Letters from many of the supporters of the application were from non-residents
 of Lake Oswego.

We ask that the Mayor and Council members live up to their promise to listen
 to their constituents and deny this appeal.

Alma and Michael Jackson
173 Furnace Street
Lake Oswego

EXHIBIT G-534
LU 13-0046

45

mailto:/O=CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ASIMPSON
mailto:jreynolds@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:bwilliams@ci.oswego.or.us


46



From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: wizer development
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 3:03:09 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Mandelblatt [mailto:wareblatt@hotmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 2:53 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: wizer development

I welcome development that is of appropriate size for this community. This is NOT The Wizer devlopment plans
 need to have be decreased in overall size and density and be in keeping with the village nature of the community.

It needs to have less transient residents--we do not need big block apartments in our core for rent!

Thanks for reading this.
Carrie Ware

EXHIBIT G-535
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Against proposed Wizer block development
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:20:45 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: John [mailto:jamiller1@qwest.net]
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 10:02 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Against proposed Wizer block development

LO City Council,

The Miller family has resided in LO for 34 years and has loved the small village feel of the community.  We believe
 the proposed Wizer block large residential development does not conform to our small village standards and will
 bring unwanted traffic, congestion while overwhelming Millennium Park and the downtown core.

Please vote AGAINST the proposed Wizer block development proposal.

Thank you,

John and Andi Miller
702 Middlecrest
97034
503-635-8212
Jamiller1@qwest.net

Sent from my iPad

EXHIBIT G-536
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development Proposal
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:19:57 AM

From: Mitch Ellison [mailto:mitch@ellisonkilnworks.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 9:49 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: fw: Wizer Block Development Proposal

I oppose the Wizer Block Development Plan. The blocks designation as part of the LO compact
 shopping district plan is not met. I am against such a large apartment complex in the LO
 downtown core.

From: "Mitch Ellison" <mitch@ellisonkilnworks.com>
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2014 6:14 PM
To: jreynolds@ci.oswego.or.us
Subject: Wizer Block Development Proposal

Dear Council members,
My name is Mitch Ellison, and I have lived in Lake Oswego for over 40 years. I've been following
 the arguments for and against the proposed Kessi development plans for the Wizer block. So far
 I have not seen anything close to acceptable that will enhance that signature area. 
Here are some of my major concerns:
-The area is zoned for 3 to 1 density. How does that pencil out, with 207 apartments and only 13
 percent retail in a retail zone?
-They are asking for four exceptions to the Community Development Code Standards
 Ground floor residential units in a commercial zone.
 Reduced storefront windows.
 Parking entrance on First Street.
 Shared private and public parking.

-It's unreasonable to compare the Wizer Block Plan with Lake View Village in square feet given
 the parking factor..
-The City of Lake Oswego plans to invest five million dollars in a private development whereby
 the redevelopment dept will take over  eight years before the city begins receiving tax revenue.
-The city plans to lease 135 of the 155 retail parking spaces for additional public parking in
 downtown. What tax or fee will pay for that?
-I think there should be an option for our 25,000 registered citizens to petition to vote on large
 scale developments.
-I believe developing condos instead of apartments in that zone will enhance that area through
 ownership.
-My take on this two year planning process is that the developer started with a very high bar to
 test the reaction of our citizens. After  the first proposal was overwhelmingly rejected, then in
 little time at all came up with the current second proposal. What might he  have planned for the
 third proposal? 
-This is give and take negotiating to arrive at the best plan for our village.
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns.
Mitch  
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: opposition to the Wixer Block proposed development
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2014 11:19:11 AM

From: Roger Rollins [mailto:RLRollins@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2014 9:47 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: opposition to the Wixer Block proposed development

Gentlemen and Ladies:
I object to the proposed development of the Wizer Block for the following reasons:

1. Wizer Block is designated as our “compact shopping district” one of four
 blocks that were planned as the city’s retail core.  Not designed for close to
 90% residential apartments!
2. “Village Character” set forth in the Downtown Redevelopment Plan
 requires structures to be “small scale” to maintain village character of our
 downtown.  The 3 proposed buildings are each almost the length of a football
 field and over three times the sq. ft. of the 6 Lake View Village Buildings.
This development will be very detrimental to our downtown core.  We are for
 responsible development not overdevelopment.  Please deny this proposal.

Also, please see the letter below that I submitted to the Lake Oswego Review:

   I appreciated the recent statement by Mayor Kent Studebaker
 regarding his commitment to confront the issue of city staff
 pursuing their agenda rather than the Council’s, and to address it
 promptly whenever it surfaces. I support the mayor, and believe
 he and the current council have made good strides to reverse the
 direction of the previous council. Nevertheless, I can’t help but
 feel that city staff bias has been evident with regard to the Wizer
 Block deliberations.
   In the U.S. armed forces, officers are taught to be apolitical, that
 is, their focus is on executing the mission, irrespective of
 whatever political party or administration is in power at the time.
 Many of them do not vote as a signal of their neutral posture.  The
 Lake Oswego city bureaucracy from the top down should take a
 lesson from this ethic, and stop being cheerleaders for developers
 advocating urban style density.   I believe that climate change is

EXHIBIT G-538
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 real, and that all of us will have to make some accommodations to
 mitigate the impact of fossil fuels. However, extremism at any end
 of the planning, or political, spectrum spells trouble with the
 electorate. It shouldn’t mean that our city center Millennium Park
 has to become a poster child for urban density, our small town
 environment has to become an extension of Portland, or we
 should celebrate putting 16 houses in a space formerly occupied
 by 3 homes.  I respect the high density Pearl District, as well as
 the low density estates in Dunthorp, and everything in between.
 So why not allow citizens through their elected officials to choose
 how they want their town to evolve?
   The electorate said in the last election they didn’t want a Pearl
 District in Foothills. The Wizer Block proposed urban high density
 apartment complex is a slap in the face to the electorate. An
 admittedly non- scientific survey showed 54% do not want this
 development, while only 24% wanted it. It should be remembered
 that there is a fringe element in virtually every survey that
 seemingly defies logic. Evidence, 20% still believe O.J. Simpson
 was not guilty of homicide. 
   Make no mistake, this proposal is a potential game changer for
 the Lake Oswego community at large, and a gut check for the
 City Council. If the city council is serious about following the will of
 the electorate, the desires of the Neighborhood Associations, the
 recommendation of the L.O. Review, and the decision of their
 own Development Review Commission they should uphold the
 DRC decision and reject this proposal. Otherwise, they should be
 prepared for loss of any moral high ground, and the confidence of
 the majority of the city’s citizens.
 

Roger L. Rollins
17621 Lake Haven Dr.
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97035
(503) 635-2468
RogerRollins@comcast.net
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 1:34:15 PM

From: t.sellers@comcast.net [mailto:t.sellers@comcast.net] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 1:31 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer project

Dear LO City Council,

I would like to voice my strong opposition to the current proposal for development of
 block 137. My objections are as follow:

-        The proposal is incompatible with the beautiful structures on adjacent blocks 136
 and 138.

-       A four story structure west of Lake View Village would obliterate the afternoon
 and evening sun, ruining the beautiful ambiance of Zeppo’s, UU yogert and Peet’s.

-       >90% residential development in no way fits the compact shopping district
 envisioned by the developers of our current codes.

-       Regardless of the developer’s studies and his assurance that his development
 would have minimal impact on traffic in the area, any rational person who regularly
 travels State St. and Ave. A  at rush hour can easily envision the devastating impact of
 an additional 300 plus commuters living on block 137.

-       Current parking in the area is barely adequate. The proposed additional parking is
 laughable.

I was surprised to hear one city council member speak out in favor of the proposal. I
 sure hope theirs is a minority opinion. 

Please uphold the DRC denial of this project. There will undoubtedly be much better
 proposals for development of this critical block.

Sincerely,

Tim Sellers

EXHIBIT G-539
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539 10th St.

LO, 97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer redevelopment
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 1:21:10 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Judy Davis [mailto:jwdavis@hevanet.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2014 12:35 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Fwd: Wizer redevelopment

Honorable Mayor and members of the City Council,

We appeal for you to courageously uphold the Development Review Commission's decision regarding
 redevelopment of the Wizer property.

The Kessi Plan violates the letter and the spirit of the East End Redevelopment Plan. Beyond that, it will turn Lake
 Oswego's compact commercial district into a traffic and congestion nightmare.

Block 137 certainly needs to be redeveloped, but is it necessary to destroy access to access to our beloved Lake
 View Village, the Farmers Market, and Millennium Park in the process?

This is a pivotal location in the very heart of our city's commercial center. Surely a redevelopment plan in keeping
 with the scale and uses of surrounding city blocks will "pencil out" for a reasonable return to the Wizer family.

Judy Davis and Jack Kysar
17617 Arbor Lane
Lake Oswego 97035
Home phone: 503-699-8737

EXHIBIT G-540
LU 13-0046

57

mailto:/O=CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=ASIMPSON
mailto:jreynolds@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:bwilliams@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:jwdavis@hevanet.com


58



From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Letter to Editor
Date: Monday, September 08, 2014 9:19:44 AM

From: Elizabeth Michels [mailto:bmichels56@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2014 2:37 PM
To: email@lakeoswegoreview.com
Cc: Council Distribution
Subject: Letter to Editor

To the Editor:
Citizen's Viewpoint

I have been following the debate over the Wizer redevelopment proposal.  
For 12 years, I lived in a charming, small town in Germany.  I appreciate enjoying a
 similar, small town lifestyle since returning to my hometown of Lake Oswego.  We
 have a gem here in Lake Oswego with our distinctive small-scale buildings and the
 redevelopment that has thoughtfully taken place over the last 15 years.  

The Wizer model, however, just does not fit.

When the first proposal for Lake View Village was presented, most residents felt it was
 too massive and not of village character.  So, due to public outcry, that proposal was
 scrapped. What we know as Lake View Village today is a collaboration of the builder
 and the public.  

Unfortunately, I do not see that same collaboration with the developer of the Wizer
 project.  His original plans were for 3 large buildings that did not fit the code
 designation as our "compact shopping district" nor our village character.  Rather than
 redesign as he was asked to do last January at the development review hearing, the
 developer simply reduced the complex by a small number of apartments and added a
 little articulation.  

The complex is still a very large apartment block with half the amount of retail that we
 already have at Wizers today.  I just can't see how Kessi's large apartment complex will
 enhance our town - it does not add shops or restaurants, it reduces them.  It does not

EXHIBIT G-541
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 add character; each unbroken building is almost the same size as a football field!
 
It will add more congestion and change the small-town look and feel of Lake Oswego.
  If you add more downtown residents, you need to add much more retail to support
 the density.  In addition, the project is so large that established businesses will lose
 support during a two year construction time frame.
 
I ask the City Council to support the DRC's decision and not approve the proposed
 redevelopment. It's size does not meet the definition of village character and it cannot
 qualify as a "shopping district" with so little retail.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Betsy Michels
5037 Foothills Road
Lake Oswego
503-850-4860
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Monday, September 08, 2014 9:18:33 AM

From: Diane Palmer [mailto:d-palmer@comcast.net] 
Sent: Saturday, September 06, 2014 12:24 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block

All the City Council members should stand outside City Hall from 3:30pm – 6:00pm.  The
 traffic on A Avenue is backed up past the church.  Now add even 150 more cars with the
 tenants of the apartment buildings trying to get home.  Forget anyone going to the
 restaurants for dinner, couldn’t get to them.  Why is this even a consideration, it would ruin
 our lovely city.

D. Palmer
Mt. Park resident

EXHIBIT G-542
LU 13-0046
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block 137
Date: Friday, September 05, 2014 3:47:00 PM

From: vr wood [mailto:northwood05@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 05, 2014 3:46 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block 137

We are homeowners of over 25 years here in downtown Lake
 Oswego and we oppose the Wizer block 137 development.

The  “Village Character”  definition is set forth in the Downtown
 Redevelopment District requires that proposed structures be “small
 scale” to maintain village character of our downtown.  The 3 proposed
 buildings are not small scale structures; they are definitely way too
 big and massive to meet the definition of “village character".

Wizer block would overrun and overpower important aesthetic qualities
 which are a part of the neighborhood, would significantly change the
 character of the neighborhood permanently.

The intent of the law is keeping the developments compatible with the
 neighborhood!!!

Everyday I walk the neighborhood in the first addition and your
 development is on everyone's mind. Everyone that I come across on my
 walk opposes the 5 story development! Keep in mind, there are
 probably 50 more people for every email you get opposing the
 development that never got around to writing in their opposition.
The height is too high! It will not fit the livability and the character of our
 town. The city code is 3 and 3 is needs to remain!!!
Do you realize the noise, congestion, traffic, chaos that this will cause?
 Imagine the COMPLAINTS TO THE CITY EVERYDAY about lack of parking,
 the noise level, the congestion downtown, the traffic problems, the
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 multifamily dwelling issues x 228(or however many apartments there
 will be)!
The character of our beautiful downtown Lake Oswego will be lowered
 with the eye sore of this monolith, giant building that overshadows the
 rest of the downtown!!
If every unit has 1.41 spaces for parking, that wont be enough!! Today's
 families have kids, teens that drive their own vehicles, parents that each
 have their own vehicles to take to work.
We here in our home right now have 4 cars in our driveway. There are 3
 adult drivers in our household.
Can you imagine with friends that come over for a dinner party or get
 together for someone who lives in Wizer block? What about several
 dinner parties all on Friday/Saturday night at the same time? Where
 does everyone park? Do you want downtown Lake Oswego to look like a
 concert parking lot, all cluttered with cars, motorcycles, trucks, SUVs,
 camper trucks all up and down the street? Unsightly and that will keep
 business away from the restaurants that need that limited parking
People will definitely be avoiding downtown Lake Oswego because of the
 parking issue and also lack of sunshine due to the shade from this
 monolith onto the sidewalk to the east.  
People want sun and a view. No one wants to sit the in the cold, shade
 on the few days of sunshine we have overall. No one wants to have to
 stare at the view of the side of the building instead of beautiful sky. 
It looks like a for profit monolith, not in keeping with our neighborhood
 character!!
Sincerely,
Calvin and Rosemary Wood
1140 C Avenue
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block appeal
Date: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 12:12:54 PM

From: mary ann [mailto:dougherty_86@msn.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 11:10 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block appeal

September 16, 2014

Mayor Studebaker and Lake Oswego City Council Members,

I agree with the Lake Oswego Development Review Commission's decision, which
 states that the proposed Wizer development does not follow city code and the Urban
 Design Plan because it does not provide enough retail on a block designated part of
 Lake Oswego's downtown retail core, and it is not comprised of small scale structures.
 I urge you to uphold the DRC's decision.

I believe that mixed use development on the blocks designated as Lake Oswego's retail
 core should provide mostly retail, with some residential. Instead, the proposed Wizer
 development does the opposite, with around 87% residential and only 13 % retail.

If this primarily residential complex is allowed to be built on a retail core block, then
 other developers cannot be prevented from doing the same, and Lake Oswego's
 downtown retail core will soon be non-existent. I believe that high density residential
 developments, such as the one proposed for the Wizer Block, should not be on blocks
 along "A" Avenue through the city's retail core.

My wife and I would welcome more retail on the Wizer Block. Though we live in the
 River/Lake Grove area, we visit St. Honore weekly for coffee, pastries and to buy
 bread, and sit outside in the beautiful courtyard with a view of Millennium Park. We
 also frequent Zeppo's and nearby stores. We would frequent new businesses on the
 Wizer Block as long as there is adequate parking.

I agree with the DRC that the proposed Wizer development is not small in scale and
 should be, per code. Small scale structures are one of the criteria for village character
 and new development is required by code to have village character. The proposed
 Wizer development appears much larger than the adjacent Lake View Village.

Property owners must follow city codes, which set limits on how owners may develop
 their property. The DRC twice denied the proposed Wizer development and the
 Editors of the Lake Oswego Review have twice written editorials urging the City
 Council to uphold the DRC's decision. Many citizens of Lake Oswego agree with the
 DRC's denial of the proposed Wizer development.
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I urge you to deny the applicant's appeal.
 
Sincerely,
 
Alex Babin
19170 Bryant Rd.
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Uphold DRC
Date: Wednesday, September 17, 2014 8:45:32 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: r. [mailto:ronkuntz@hotmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 5:24 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Uphold DRC

Please uphold the DRC ruling on the Wizer block. We can do better than the currently proposed plan which falls
 short on parking, retail space and village character. Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Development
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:39:44 PM

From: Karen Locke [mailto:lockenest4@comcast.net] 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 1:20 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Development

Dear Mayor and City Council,

We strongly oppose the Wizer Block development project and ask that the Lake
 Oswego City Council will uphold the DRC decision. Although we are not adverse to
 development on this block, we feel that the project is too massive and densely
 populated for the retail core already established. Traffic, parking and staging are
 major concerns.

As twenty five year residents of Lake Oswego we ask that you maintain the village
 character that is so important to our beautiful town.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Karen and David Locke
756 Ellis Ave  97034
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Save Our Village comments
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:42:41 PM

From: SaveRvillage@aol.com [mailto:SaveRvillage@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 3:45 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Save Our Village comments

Dear Councilors,
Lake View Village was created following the time honored codes set forth by our citizens and city
 leaders.
The plan should be interpreted and applied consistent with existing buildings, consistent with
 village character.  The proposed project appears to have ignored most key elements found
 within the Urban Design plans and codes which define the city's objective for our downtown
 district.
The scale and density of this current proposal does not meet the vision for our downtown. It does
 not meet "village character" which calls for "small scale" structures set forth by the city's vision
 for downtown Lake Oswego. 
Developer, Barry Cain had to walk away from his first proposal for Lake View Village
 because it did not meet village character. The city felt four stories and 60 condos was not a good
 fit in keeping with village character.
Also, in 2003, Oswego Village town homes on the other side of Wizer's were slated to hold
 more units than the final 39 town homes; but because the Evergreen neighborhood expressed
 concerns over parking and traffic spillover, it's size was reduced. 
The current proposal on Block 137 is over three times the sq. footage of the six Lake View
 Village buildings which are separate buildings, each individually licensed.  It seems
 disingenuous for Mr. Kessi  to count the public parking of Lake View Village while not including
 his own parking sq. footage.
Clearly stated, this is a high density apartment complex (gone are the 52 condos Mr. Kessi stated
 in his first public appearance to Council) and we are now left with almost 90% apartments with
 13% retail/mixed use.  Most of which is PRIVATE! 
There are other misconceptions about Mr. Kessi's buildings.  In length they are each close to the
 size of a football field.  Also, the highest peak at the corner of St. Honore is 41.5 feet.  Directly
 across the street Mr. Kessi's building is shown to be 57.7".  This is the developer's most popular
 artist's rendering which is misleading and deceptive and does not reflect the actual contrast in
 size.  
The Lake Oswego citizens are well aware of what is at risk for their town and of the outside
 voices proclaiming to know what is best for Lake Oswego.  Our citizens won't be swayed by
 paid lobbyists, none of whom have a stake in the livability of our town.
Save Our Village followers look to their government representatives to listen to their constituents,
 the residents and taxpayers of Lake Oswego who have spoken in a clear voice.  I am confident
 citizens who live here will stand strong in honoring our codes that took decades of planning.

Lita Grigg
Founder of Save Our Village
To learn more go to our web site at:  www.saveourvillagelo.com 
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer/Kessi Block 137
Date: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:43:36 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jo Slickers [mailto:jaslickers@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 4:01 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer/Kessi Block 137

Dear Honorable Mayer and City Counsel Members,

We ask that you vote “No” to the Wizer/Kessi Block 137 project.  We strongly feel that this project will have a
 permanent, negative impact on the village and the community.  We support the DRC decision and hope you will
 too.  Change will and must happen, but this is not the right project for our village.  There is so much at stake and we
 must take the time to get this right.

Thank you for your consideration.

Ken and Jo Ann Slickers
14204 Kimberly Circle
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block appeal written testimony
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 8:35:13 AM

From: mary ann [mailto:dougherty_86@msn.com] 
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 11:37 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Block appeal written testimony

Hi Janice, This is my written testimony for the public hearing on the Wizer Block appeal. Thank you.
Mary Ann Dougherty

September 18, 2014

Mayor Studebaker and Lake Oswego City Council Members,

I urge you to deny the appeal of Gene Wizer and Evergreen Group L.L.C., and to uphold the
 DRC's decision to deny the Wizer Block development. The Wizer Block should be developed
 in a way that fits Lake Oswego village character and our downtown retail core, and Mr.
 Kessi's Wizer plan does not.

Mr. Kessi's proposal is approximately 87% apartments and only 13% retail, hardly mixed use
 as prescribed by code, and with less retail than the current Wizer building now has. It is a
 high density apartment development on a block designated in the Urban Design Plan as part
 of Lake Oswego's downtown Compact Shopping District and retail core. The Kessi-Wizer
 plan will set a precedent allowing other high density apartment developments in Lake
 Oswego's retail core. Development on the Wizer Block should adhere to city code and the
 UDP, and provide a greater proportion of retail to residential.

Another reason the DRC denied the Wizer application is that the buildings are "in opposition
 to the small scale structures guideline" in city code. The appellants' claim that the small scale
 structures guideline is not a criteria of city code is incorrect. Village character is part of city
 code, and is defined as consisting of small scale structures as well as by other criteria. Small
 scale structures are a criteria that must be met in addition to other criteria for village
 character.

Small scale structures are required by city code just as village character is required by city
 code. Small scale structures are criteria for village character and are a city code requirement
 for development on the Wizer Block. The DRC has determined that the roof line and mass of
 building 'A' and the overall mass of building 'C' don't meet the small scale structures criteria
 in the city code's requirement for village character.

Lake View Village set the precedent for village character in the downtown retail core. The
 developer, Barry Cain had to follow code by reducing the scale and mass of the proposed
 structures, and creating 6 buildings. Although the appellant claims that Lake View Village has
 only 3 buildings, Mr. Cain has testified he was required to get 6 building permits.

EXHIBIT G-549
LU 13-004675

mailto:/O=CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO/OU=OSWEGO/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=EXCHCLT/CN=JANICEB
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us


 
The appellant also claims that Lake View Village structures are larger than those in the Kessi-
Wizer development. Yet the measurements that Mr. Kessi attributes to Lake View Village
 include Lake View Village's parking garage square footage. The total measurement for Lake
 View Village is actually around 99,000 sq. ft., while the Kessi Wizer development is around
 290,000 sq. ft., nearly three times larger than Lake View Village, and not at all small in scale.
 And yet the Kessi-Wizer development provides only slightly more parking spaces than Lake
 View Village.
 
All property owners have limits, set by city code, as to the way they develop their property.
 The Wizer Block has been designated part of Lake Oswego's downtown retail core. City code
 requires development on the block to consist of village character and small scale structures.
 
The DRC has affirmed for the second time that the Kessi-Wizer development does not meet
 legal requirements for village character and for the downtown retail core. The editorial board
 of the Lake Oswego Review stated that the Kessi-Wizer plan "would have staggering
 implications for any future development in downtown," and the city "should hold true to (the)
 vision for (the) downtown core (and) reject (the) Wizer plan."
 
L.O.N.A.C., the Evergreen and Hallinan Neighborhood Associations, and numbers of other
 Lake Oswego residents, in L.O.C.A.L. surveys, in testimony and in letters, agree with the
 DRC's decision to deny the Wizer Block application.
 
I respectfully request that you uphold the decision of the Lake Oswego Development Review
 Commission, and deny this appeal.
 
Sincerely,
 
Mary Ann Dougherty
19170 Bryant Rd.
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 8:53:29 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Margaret Conacher [mailto:maggie.conacher@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2014 8:11 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block

Last week I met an Eastern European lady in one of our local restaurants who sang the praises of Lake Oswego.  She
 was touring America and said that this was the first city she could live in as it was so beautiful and open. None of
 the hideous tall buildings that she had encountered on her travels.  I told her to take as many photos as she could as
 she may not see it like this again and I explained why.

Do think very carefully about the outcome of making the wrong decision.  It happened in my home town in the UK
 and I have just heard that at great expense the building is this month, after 18years, being demolished because of the
 height and mass and footprint.  The town's people were ignored for the developers and the project turned out to be a
 complete failure.

The present proposed development for the center of Lake Oswego is not in keeping with the village character
 because of height, mass and footprint.  Please vote NO.

Sincerely,

Maggie Conacher
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: STOP the Wizer Development NOW!
Date: Friday, September 19, 2014 2:24:36 PM
Attachments: Wizer_9_19.docx

ATT00001.htm

From: Joan Frank [mailto:joanf@vom.com] 
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2014 10:57 AM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: STOP the Wizer Development NOW!

STOP The Wizer Apartment
 Complex 
NOW!

Dear City Council Members,
As you well know, the Wizer-Kessi apartment complex has been
 REJECTED by the DRC twice, the Evergreen Neighborhood Association,
 the Hallinan neighborhood, the Lake Oswego Review newspaper and
 the overwhelming majority of Lake Oswego’s residents.
If you force this project through, despite this mass rejection, despite the
 geological concerns and without undertaking a non-biased traffic study
 before embarking on this highly controversial project -- then Lake
 Oswego’s city staff and city council have reached an all-time low.
Yes, I know you’ve been flooded with “proponent letters and
 testimonies” generated by Kessi’s public relations team, political
 advisors, friends of Wizer and Kessi’s development group, and a few
 businesses that stand to gain from the 300 to 400 new consumers this
 project will bring -- but the citizens of Lake Oswego know these letters
 have an agenda. Who else would fight so fervently to have a giant
 apartment complex in their midst? This is close to a $100 million
 project and the motive behind these letters and testimonies are
 transparent.
These letters claim that the Wizer apartment complex will make Lake
 Oswego a destination. Since when does a large apartment complex
 make anywhere a destination? Other letters speak of the tax dollars
 this project will bring in -- more lies. We won’t see tax benefits for
 years, until after the tremendous cost of building this complex is paid
 off. Some letters try to scare us by stating no other developer will want
 to touch the Wizer block. These statements are clearly written by
 supporters of the development team. And the lies go on and on.
As Barry Cain stated in the DRC meeting, “This is the most dishonest,
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STOP THE WIZER APARTMENT COMPLEX

NOW!

Dear City Council Members,



As you well know, the Wizer-Kessi apartment complex has been REJECTED by the DRC twice, the Evergreen Neighborhood Association, the Hallinan neighborhood, the Lake Oswego Review newspaper and the overwhelming majority of Lake Oswego’s residents. 



If you force this project through, despite this mass rejection, despite the geological concerns and without undertaking a non-biased traffic study before embarking on this highly controversial project -- then Lake Oswego’s city staff and city council have reached an all-time low.



Yes, I know you’ve been flooded with “proponent letters and testimonies” generated by Kessi’s public relations team, political advisors, friends of Wizer and Kessi’s development group, and a few businesses that stand to gain from the 300 or 400 new consumers this project will bring -- but the citizens of Lake Oswego know these letters have an agenda. Who else would fight so fervently to have a giant apartment complex in their midst? This is close to a $100 million project and the motive behind these letters and testimonies are transparent. 



These letters claim that the Wizer apartment complex will make Lake Oswego a destination. Since when does a large apartment complex make anywhere a destination? Other letters speak of the tax dollars this project will bring in -- more lies. We won’t see tax benefits for years, until after the tremendous cost of building this complex is paid off. Some letters try to scare us by stating no other developer will want to touch the Wizer block. These statements are clearly written by supporters of the development team. And the lies go on and on.



As Barry Cain stated in the DRC meeting, “This is the most dishonest, disingenuous group I’ve ever seen.” And so I ask you, our City Council members, are you siding with them? It sure looks like it. 



When City Attorney, Evan Boone turned over Jon Bell’s PowerPoint presentation to the developers before Jon even gave his presentation, enabling the developers to create a rebuttal to Jon’s opponent argument before he spoke – that tells us exactly what side certain members of the city staff are on. When the rules for the next hearing on September 22nd have been changed to read, “Any flash drives, PowerPoint presentations or other electronic presentation media must be submitted to the Deputy City Recorder before noon on the first day of the hearing,” we understand why these rules have been created… so the city can provide opponent material to the developers in advance, giving them an unfair advantage. 



And then there’s the matter of politics – isn’t it a strange coincidence that Major Studebaker and Kessi, retained the same campaign manager? Isn’t it strange that the founder of Save Our Village, Lita Grigg, turned in a CD with hundreds of names of opponents she collected, and that the city claimed they never received it? I know for a fact she had a long list of names on that list, because she stood in front of the Farmer’s Market on Saturdays and I watched all the people come up and sign it, outraged about this potential project. And now the city claims they never received it?



If the Wizer project was what the city truly needed, the development team would not have to resort to deception and smoke and mirrors measurements and inaccurate images that don’t show the true scale of the apartments in relation to surrounding buildings. They would not have to rely on paid political advisors, a public relations team and the obvious support of certain city staff members. If the project was truly appropriate for the city, it would stand on its own merit. But it does not. 



A massive apartment complex that is out of proportion to the area, in an already bottlenecked location that will cause traffic and parking problems, and benefit mostly the developers and the apartment tenants, while significantly reducing retail space in our designated retail core – IS NOT THE DEVELOPMENT LAKE OSWEGO NEEDS! 



In addition, any development team that clearly witnesses the widespread rejection it has received and keeps moving forward with a project -- is not a friend or supporter of our city, and should not be working here. Kessi will force his giant buildings off on us and then walk away with millions. His claims of  “Revitalizing our City” is pure crap. He doesn’t care about Lake Oswego – or he’d take into consideration the mass rejection he’s receiving, break up those giant buildings, and add proportionate retail space. He’d be paying attention to the standing room only crowd of opponents that come out of their houses to say NO to his project and he’d create a development that keeps with Lake Oswego’s style, village character, and conducts non-biased, traffic and parking studies before insisting on such high density housing.   



If you, the Lake Oswego City Council, go against the citizen’s outcry against this project and DRC’s two-time rejection and approve this project anyway, you will be responsible for the destruction of Lake Oswego’s 100 year heritage as a beautiful destination and a wonderful city. Your legacy will be one of going against everything this city has worked so hard to achieve to make it one of the top ten neighborhoods in the United States and you will set a dangerous precedent for future similar development. All in all you, you will be responsible for ending Lake Oswego’s heritage with this one terrible development. And you will be known for your actions – not just in Lake Oswego, but across Portland, because the news of this controversy is spreading. 



What do you have to gain from approving this development that is worth all of that? 

Stop this horrible Kessi-Wizer apartment complex NOW! 



Are we, the citizens of Lake Oswego making ourselves clear? 

















 disingenuous group I’ve ever seen.” And so I ask you, our City Council
 members, are you siding with them? It sure looks like it.
When City Attorney, Evan Boone turned over Jon Bell’s PowerPoint
 presentation to the developers before Jon even gave his presentation,
 enabling the developers to create a rebuttal to Jon’s opponent
 argument before he spoke – that tells us exactly what side certain
 members of the city staff are on. When the rules for the next hearing on
 September 22nd have been changed to read, “Any flash drives,
 PowerPoint presentations or other electronic presentation media must
 be submitted to the Deputy City Recorder before noon on the first day of
 the hearing,” we understand why these rules have been created… so
 the city can provide opponent material to the developers in advance,
 giving them an unfair advantage. 
And then there’s the matter of politics – isn’t it a strange coincidence
 that Major Studebaker and Kessi, retained the same campaign
 manager? Isn’t it strange that the founder of Save Our Village, Lita
 Grigg, turned in a CD with hundreds of names of opponents she
 collected, and that the city claimed they never received it? I know for a
 fact she had a long list of names on that list, because she stood in front
 of the Farmer’s Market on Saturdays and I watched all the people come
 up and sign it, outraged about this potential project. And now the city
 claims they never received it?
If the Wizer project was what the city truly needed, the development
 team would not have to resort to deception and smoke and mirrors
 measurements and inaccurate images that don’t show the true scale of
 the apartments in relation to surrounding buildings. They would not
 have to rely on paid political advisors, a public relations team and the
 obvious support of certain city staff members. If the project was truly
 appropriate for the city, it would stand on its own merit. But it does not.
A massive apartment complex that is out of proportion to the area, in an
 already bottlenecked location that will cause traffic and parking
 problems, and benefit mostly the developers and the apartment tenants,
 while significantly reducing retail space in our designated retail core –
 IS NOT THE DEVELOPMENT LAKE OSWEGO NEEDS!
In addition, any development team that clearly witnesses the
 widespread rejection it has received and keeps moving forward with a
 project -- is not a friend or supporter of our city, and should not be
 working here. Kessi will force his giant buildings off on us and then
 walk away with millions. His claims of  “Revitalizing our City” is pure
 crap. He doesn’t care about Lake Oswego – or he’d take into
 consideration the mass rejection he’s receiving, break up those giant
 buildings, and add proportionate retail space. He’d be paying attention
 to the standing room only crowd of opponents that come out of their
 houses to say NO to his project and he’d create a development that
 keeps with Lake Oswego’s style, village character, and conducts non-
biased, traffic and parking studies before insisting on such high density
 housing.  
If you, the Lake Oswego City Council, go against the citizen’s outcry
 against this project and DRC’s two-time rejection and approve this
 project anyway, you will be responsible for the destruction of Lake
 Oswego’s 100 year heritage as a beautiful destination and a wonderful
 city. Your legacy will be one of going against everything this city has
 worked so hard to achieve to make it one of the top ten neighborhoods
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 in the United States and you will set a dangerous precedent for future
 similar development. All in all you, you will be responsible for ending
 Lake Oswego’s heritage with this one terrible development. And you
 will be known for your actions – not just in Lake Oswego, but across
 Portland, because the news of this controversy is spreading.
What do you have to gain from approving this development that is worth
 all of that?
Stop this horrible Kessi-Wizer apartment complex NOW!
Are we, the citizens of Lake Oswego making ourselves clear? 
 
Joan Gale Frank
Proud resident of Lake Oswego, a city that I have loved. 
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