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Foothills Special District Plan 
Foothills Mixed Use District 

BACKGROUND 
The Foothills Mixed Use District lies between State Street, the Willamette River, Tryon Creek and the 
Oswego Pointe Condominiums. A southwesterly finger of the District continues between State Street 
and a driveway serving the Oswego Pointe Apartments and on the south, the Oswego Village Center 
shopping center. The area comprises approximately 40.4-acres. The Foothills Special District Plan 
Conceptual Lot and Street Pattern-Figure 1, is amended by Ordinance 2761 to exclude the Tryon Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant site. 

In November of 2011, the Lake Oswego City Council adopted the Foothills District Framework 
Plan to outline the vision for the redevelopment of a 40.4-acre mixed-used district to connect 
downtown with its public waterfront. In July of 2012, the City Council adopted amendments to the 
Framework Plan to reflect Council’s decision to develop the District without a streetcar extension. 
(The amended Plan is referenced herein as the “Framework Plan.”). 

The Framework Plan contains a Vision Statement that characterizes the City’s goals and 
objectives for development of the Foothills Mixed Use District. 

The Foothills Mixed Use District is Lake Oswego’s greatest opportunity to provide the community 
with a significant riverfront presence. Building upon the recent success of Downtown Lake 
Oswego, the District will develop in a manner that knits Downtown Lake Oswego, Tryon Creek, 
Old Town, the Willamette River and Oswego Lake together, and in the process will establish Lake 
Oswego’s next great mixed-use neighborhood. The District will possess a thriving, comfortable and 
inviting pedestrian environment, with clear and convenient connections to surrounding areas. A mix 
of uses including a variety of housing options, local retail to support the neighborhood, 
complimentary office types, and open space and recreational opportunities will provide vital 
activity not only within the District but also across State Street into Downtown. Sustainability will 
be incorporated as a central tenet of the District, from the planning phase through construction and 
operations. 

The design and development standards are designed to insure a primarily residential neighborhood 
with limited office and retail uses. The height limitations in the District are designed to 
accommodate the desired density while taking advantage of the topographical changes to protect 
views from Downtown towards the east. The floor area ratios work together with the height, 
building coverage and setback standards to encourage the desired density in the District and to 
create a walkable pedestrian environment that creates framed connections from surrounding areas 
to the River. 

Goals 

1 Encourage the development of a new mixed use zone in the Foothills District that permits 
primarily residential uses with complementary neighborhood serving retail and office uses. 

2 Facilitate the development of increased densities and height in the Foothills District because 
of its unique topography and location adjacent to Downtown and rich transit options. 

3 Encourage multi-family housing choices that will attract young families and older 
generations of Lake Oswegans in a variety of demographics. 
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