
Building Height Measurement:
Barriers  to Mixed Use Development

Problem Statement
The current methodology for measuring 
building height in Lake Oswego is a potential 
barrier to mixed use development. 

 » Height is measured from the lowest natural 
or artificial grade to the highest point of 
the roof form, which limits development 
potential, particularly in downtown, where 
the fourth story must be located within a 
pitched roof. Height is a significant factor in 
making a development feasible, and inches 
can make a difference. Even seemingly flat 
sites may have significant grade changes 
across the site that result in limiting building 
height or design that must step down across 
the site.

Guiding Principles
 » Provide a methodology that increases 
adaptability and development potential 
on constrained sites.
 » Address the height methodology for 
commercial zones only – do not revise 
height measurement for residential zones.

Key Issues
 » Adjusting the methodology to measure 
the height to the midpoint instead of the 
peak of pitched roofs will allow for slightly 
taller pitched-roof buildings in commercial 
mixed use and industrial zones. 

 » Changing the methodology for measuring 
height on sloped sites allows for up to 10 
additional feet of height allowance on 
sloped sites, compared to the current 
methodology. 

 » Do these changes make sense? If not, why?

O V E R V I E W :



Building    Height    Methodology

Height of building - 
The vertical distance above a reference point measured 
to the coping of a flat roof or to the deck line of a mansard 
roof or to the highest point of the gable of a pitched or 
hipped roof.

D I A G R A M S

Measuring Height - Reference Point Measuring Height - Roof Types

Measuring Height - Base Point

when highest grade is 10-feet 
or less above the lowest grade, 
the base point is the elevation of 
the highest adjoining sidewalk or 
grade within a 5-foot horizontal 
distance.

when highest grade is more than 
10-feet above the lowest grade, 
the base point is the elevation 
10-feet above the lowest grade.
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