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Keeping your yard debris cart clean
Some of you may be wondering why we are not 
permitted to use green compostable bags in our 
residential composting program. The main issue is 
many of these bags do not break down properly 
at the compost facility. Imagine being a farmer, 
picking up your load of compost, only to have 
bits of green plastic and “compostable” forks 
and plates sticking out! At Northwest Greenlands 
in Aumsville - where Lake Oswego’s residential 
organic materials go - it is immediately evident 
what a huge problem this is, and it is practically 
impossible for the facility to tell the difference 
between plastic and compostable. So to help with 
this, in Lake Oswego these products are banned. 
However, we recognize that this makes it tough to 
keep your pail and yard debris cart clean.

Care for your pail:

•	 Your pail is dishwasher safe. This is by far the 
easiest way to clean it. 

•	 Minimize the mess! Line your pail with a paper 
bag or newspaper to contain food scraps.

•	 If you have space, keep the pail in your 
freezer. Frozen food scraps, no matter how 
messy or stinky, will not create an odor.

•	 Put coffee grounds in your pail to absorb the 
odor. If you do not make coffee yourself, you 
can pick up a bag of Grounds for your Garden 
from Starbucks for free.

•	 Use baking soda and peppermint oil in 
your pail. Peppermint oil, as well as a light 
vinegar	spray,	will	also	inhibit	fruit	flies	from	
congregating around the pail.

•	 Most importantly, empty your pail into your 
yard debris cart frequently. It's a great chore 
for kids in the house!

Care for your Yard Debris Cart:

•	 As with your pail, use baking soda and 
peppermint oil in your cart to keep any odors 
down.

•	 Line your cart with yard debris, newspaper, or 
pizza boxes and put your food waste on top.

•	 Use biodegradable soap and hose out the cart, 
emptying it onto grass or dirt. Do not empty 
into storm drain.

Remember to put your cart out each week, even 
if	it	is	not	full.	This	will	make	it	less	inviting	to	flies	
and other vermin.

Hazardous and 
Electronic Waste
Wondering what to do with all that old paint in 
your garage? How about that old can of paint 
thinner? There are options!

Hazardous waste products include paint, thinners, 
solvents, pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, 
poisons,	automobile	fluids,	hobby	chemicals,	
some aerosol spray products, and heavy metals 
found in batteries (automotive and dry cell), 
fluorescent	light	bulbs,	and	electronics.	Look	for	
the following warning words on product labels: 
toxic, caution, corrosive, pesticide, combustible, 
poison,	flammable,	warning,	or	danger.	

Hazardous waste must be taken to a Metro 
facility, either at 2001 Washington St, Oregon City, 
or 6161 NW 61st Ave, Portland.

Sherwin Williams (15659 Boones Ferry Rd) and 
Miller Paint (544 N. State St.) both participate in 
the Metro PaintCare program and accept used 
and leftover paint. Drop offs are limited to 5 
gallons at a time. 

Never pour down the sink, discard in the trash, 
pour into a street drain, or mix together. 

Overall, you should limit the amount of hazardous 
waste you need to dispose of by buying 
plant-based and 
environmentally-
friendly products. 
Many cleaners 
can be made at 
home with simple 
ingredients! 

Electronic waste 
can be taken to Far 
West Fibers at 341 
Foothills Road. 
Recycle up to 
seven items 
for free 
under the 
Oregon 
e-cycles 
program.

Where does our waste go? 
Do you know where garbage from Lake Oswego 
goes? If you are new to the community, you may 
be	surprised	to	find	out	that	much	of	our	waste	
does not end up hundreds of miles away! After you 
wheel your cart out the curb, Republic Services 
picks it up and takes it down to their facility in 
Wilsonville. It is then bundled up and taken to 
Coffin	Butte	landfill	outside	of	Corvallis.	Landfills,	
such	as	Coffin	Butte,	have	to	meet	numerous	
air and water quality regulations. Requirements 
includes that waste be compacted and covered at 
the end of each day. These practices help reduce 
odor, control litter, insects, and rodent, and protect 
public health. 

Managing methane and leachate 

Approximately 50% of what is sent to Oregon 
landfills	is	organic	material	–	such	as	food	and	
yard debris. Organic material breaks down 
anaerobically leading to methane gas emissions. 
At	Coffin	Butte,	methane	is	captured	and	used	to	
power about 5,000 homes in the area. While this is 
a positive outcome, it is not a permanent one.

Leachate	is	formed	when	rain	water	filters	through	
wastes	placed	in	the	landfill.	When	this	liquid	
comes in contact with buried wastes, it leaches, or 
draws out, chemicals or constituents from those 
wastes.	Regulations	require	landfill	operators	to	
collect	the	leachate	produced	by	the	landfill.	At	
Coffin	Butte,	leachate	is	captured	and	trucked	to	
the Corvallis water treatment plant. 

Expansion	plans	are	in	place	for	Coffin	Butte,	
however Republic Services only has a lease 
to	operate	the	landfill	for	another	70	years.	
Decreasing the amount of garbage sent to the 
landfill	and	developing	habits	of	diverting	our	
waste to recycling and compost facilities will assist 
in	the	transition	of	eventual	closure	of	Coffin	
Butte. In Lake Oswego, we have many options to 
help you properly recycle and dispose of your food 
waste. 

Far West Fibers
Making it easier to recycle those 
difficult items
In Lake Oswego, we are very lucky to have Far 
West Fibers recycling center at 341 Foothills 
Road. Far West is a great resource for recycling 
all	the	“difficult”	materials	that	you	cannot	recycle	
curbside. For $5 per carload, you can drop off:

There is no fee to recycle up to seven pieces 
of electronic waste, under the Oregon e-cycles 
program. Far West is open 9am-5pm, seven days 
a	week.	Please	call	503-200-5411	for	specifics	
about what they accept. 

•	 metals
•	 paper
•	 all plastics
•	 glass
•	 appliances

•	 footwear
•	 cellphones/accessories
•	 rechargeable batteries
•	 microwaves
•	 cooking oil
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Tired of Junk Mail?
More than 85 billion pieces of unsolicited mail 
get dropped in mailboxes around the country 
each	year	–	about	100	pounds	for	every	
household. 

One of the best ways to reduce junk mail 
is with Catalog Choice, which offers a free, 
easy, online service to help stop the clutter 
of unwanted phone books, catalogs and mail. 
To get started, visit https://oregonmetro.
catalogchoice.org. 

In addition, many companies that send 
unwanted mail are members of the Direct 
Marketing	Association.	Call	212-768-7277	to	
request that your name to be added to the 
suppression	file.

After	you	contact	companies,	be	patient	–	it	
can take three to six months to see results. 
And you may need to recontact them in two 
to	five	years	if	the	junk	mail	arriving	in	your	
mail box starts to increase again.

In the meantime, take these steps to help stop 
junk mail before it starts. Many households 
receive close to 1,000 pieces of direct mail 
each year and businesses and organizations 
don’t want to use their resources sending you 
mailings you won’t use.

•	 Ask companies you’ve done business with 
and organizations you’ve donated to not 
to sell or exchange your address.

•	 Don’t use a store’s “buyer’s club” cards 
when making purchases or submit 
product registration cards.

•	 Avoid participating in sweepstakes or 
contests unless you can prevent your 
information from being shared.

You can also opt out of phone books. You can 
recycle unwanted phone directories through 
your home or business recycling program, but 
if	you'd	rather	not	get	them	in	the	first	place,	
you can opt out of receiving them.  To opt 
out, just go to www.yellowpagesoptout.com. 

For information on how to opt out of 
receiving other directories plus other waste 
reduction tips, go to www.oregonmetro.gov/
tools-living/garbage-and-recycling/reduce-
waste-home.

Plastic Recycling
What to do with those pesky - yet convenient - pastics

Understanding the world of plastics recycling can be very confusing and frustrating! 
What you can put out curbside is primarily dictated by the plastics recycling market, 
which in turn is impacted by oil prices. But all this confusion can lead to contamination 
of recyclable material when the wrong items end up in your recycling cart. So what 
are your options in Lake Oswego? Here is a chart to help clarify:

In Your Recycling Cart
•	 Plastic jugs, buckets, and tubs larger than 6 oz in size (no lids)

To Far West Fibers
•	 Plastic shopping bags
•	 Mixed	Plastics	#1	through	#7
•	 Rigid Plastics - buckets, crates, play structures, storage bins, trash containers, lawn furniture

To New Seasons and other Supermarkets
•	 Plastic shopping bags 
•	 Clamshell takeout containers (New Seasons only) 
•	 Plastic “Iced Coffee” cups (New Seasons only)

Remember, it is very important that you do not include plastic bags in your Recycling bin. Plastic bags jam 
the	sorting	equipment,	creating	inefficiencies	for	recycling	plant	operators.	If	you	are	unsure	whether	the	
plastic you have is recyclable, consult this handy Clackamas County guide: www.clackamas.us/recycling/
documents/recycclingsingle.pdf and live by the motto “When in doubt, leave it out!” 

Minimize Plastic in Your Life
The best thing you can do to make plastics recycling easy is to minimize the amount of plastic in your life. 
Use	reusable	shopping	bags,	fill	up	your	growlers	(Albertsons,	New	Seasons,	Whole	365,	Uptown	Market,	
Flyboy Brewing, etc.), use reusable containers for peanut butter, honey, oils (Winco, New Seasons) and body 
care products (New Seasons), carry a water bottle, and use a reusable mug for your morning coffee and 
tea- most places will even give you a discount! 

Looking for a good home
Downsizing, remodeling, or getting new furniture? Some of that material might still be useful - instead of 
throwing it in the trash, consider donating it!  Here are a few places that will take your quality items:

Community Warehouse
www.communitywarehouse.org

Kitchenware, furniture, linens, basic household items, medical 
equipment.

Habitat for Humanity ReStore 
www.pdxrestore.org

Salvaged building materials (cabinets, doors, lumber, 
plumbing,	windows,	roofing,	etc),	appliances,	furniture,	and	
more.  No rips, stains or smells on furniture, working or non-
working appliances accepted, but not microwaves.

The Rebuilding Center 
www.rebuildingcenter.org

Salvaged building materials (cabinets, doors, lumber, 
plumbing,	windows,	roofing,	etc),	appliances,	furniture,	and	
more.

BoneyardNW
www.boneyardnw.com

An online commercial building materials exchange.

Bike Farm
http://bikefarm.org/

Bicycles

Tools 4 Troops 
www.tools4troops.org/

Hand or power tools, safety instructions, product manuals.

Portland Police Bureau  
Sunshine Division
www.sunshinedivision.org/ 

Gently used or new clothing, shoes, non-perishable food 
items, new unopened school supplies. No stained or damaged 
clothing, out-of-date or perishable food, glass containers, or 
food that is not commercially sealed.

School House Supplies 
www.schoolhousesupplies.org

School supplies

Republic Services
www.republicservices.com/locations/oregon/
lake-oswego/97035

Republic Services is Lake Oswego’s garbage and recycling 
hauler. In addition to their normal collection service they 
also offer collection of bulky items such as large furniture, 
appliances, carpet, and mattresses.

Metro Solid Waste & Recycling
www.oregonmetro.gov/tools-living/garbage-
and-recycling

For easy options to recycle, donate or reuse anything from 
batteries and packing peanuts to that old dishwasher, search 
their directory or call 503-234-3000.


