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Let’s Talk Water
Stage I Water Alert Continues
Kevin McCaleb, Water Conservation Coordinator
503-675-3747     kmccaleb@lakeoswego.city

The woes on the Clackamas River have not let up, and we are heading into 
a potentially dry September. In Lake Oswego we are fortunate that we get 
our water from the Clackamas River. Its summer flows are sustained largely 
by creeks and streams that originate from aquifers (groundwater) and those 
aquifers are doing a good job of sustaining our river levels. 

The City’s Water Management and Conservation Plan, adopted by the City 
Council and approved by the State, specifies certain stages to implement 
actions in the event of a water shortage.  The “stage one” alert that was 
triggered by the low flows on the Clackamas River remains in effect, and we 
encourage all of our customers to continue their efforts to conserve and reduce 
water usage for the rest of the summer.  For years the City has been working 
with the other water providers on the Clackamas River to ensure that residents 
have plenty of water to serve the community and maintain a healthy, natural 
environment. The City and other Clackamas River water providers will continue 
to monitor river levels to determine if further reduction measures or mandatory 
restrictions become necessary.

I am always in awe of the water customers of Lake Oswego as they continue 
to set the standard for stewardship regionally by using water sparingly and 
efficiently, indoors and out. To help better manage your water, please use the 
tips below. 

Thanks and let’s hope for a better winter.

Irrigation System:
•	 Reduce: Look at the schedule on your irrigation controller. Add up the 

number of minutes (run time) per zone and multiply by the days of the 

week that you water. Whatever that number is multiply by .10. That will 
be the amount of minutes you need to reduce times to achieve the goal. 
Divide by the # of stations to get how much to reduce each zone.

•	 Calculate: It is recommended that grass needs about 1” per week of 
water; a little more or less depending upon the time of year. Use these 
videos to help determine how much water your irrigation system is putting 
on the lawn every time you water:  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/using-water-gauge-video 
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/irrigation-systems-videos 

•	 Convert: All of your pop-up spray nozzles to multi-stream rotator nozzles. 
Installing these will reduce your water 
use as much as 30% for each zone they 

This year water levels on the Clackamas River - where Lake Oswego gets its 
drinking water - are lower than normal and forecasts show no relief. 

Continued on page 2

Free Water Audit
It’s not too late to call and get a free water audit scheduled - one of the 
most effective services the City offers. This year audit season will run until 
October 15. Homeowners that have had an audit done on their property and 
followed the recommendations are averaging savings exceeding 20% on 
their water bills.

Audits are designed to assess how efficiently you are using your water 
and how well your equipment is functioning. In addition, Kevin, our Water 
Conservation Specialist, can:

• Answer questions about types of plants, amendments or soils. 
• Advise you on how to tackle challenges you may be experiencing as you 

manage your indoor and outdoor water use. 
• Help you learn to set and adjust your controller.
• Recommend types of sprinklers that may work better to achieve your 

watering goals. 

To schedule a water audit for your residence or business, call Kevin McCaleb 
at 503-675-3747.

Down the River Clean Up on 
the Clackamas

The 13th Annual Down the River Clean Up is set to make a splash on 
Sunday, September 13. The Down the River Clean Up is the largest and 
longest-running on-water cleanup event of its kind in Oregon, co-hosted 
by local non-profits - the Clackamas River Basin Council and We Love 
Clean Rivers. Each year, over 350 volunteers rally together in rafts, kayaks, 
and SCUBA gear, to scour the streambed and banks for trash, collecting 
an average of 2-3 tons, over half of which is recycled. Since 2003, over 
32 tons of garbage has been removed from the Clackamas River by 3,000 
volunteers.

Community members are encouraged to come float and fill the boat! 
Keeping the Clackamas clean will help preserve and protect the health 
of this beautiful and bountiful river that provides fresh drinking water to 
hundreds of thousands of Oregonians and is home to old-growth forests, 
endangered species, and one of the last remaining wild salmon runs in the 
lower Columbia Basin.

On-water and on-land volunteer opportunities are available. SCUBA divers 
are also welcome. For their hard work, all volunteers are invited to a free 
BBQ at Barton Park from 3 to 5 p.m. featuring local 3 Guys Grilling of 
Damascus and raffle prizes.

For more information and to register to volunteer, visit  
www.welovecleanrivers.org.

Brown Grass, Green Grass or 
Somewhere in the Middle
While there are many different opinions about grass, the one consistent 
theme is that it uses a lot of water. There are a couple of reasons for this, 
and one is that we tend to over water it. The second is that cool season 
grasses, the types most commonly planted here, do not like heat and 
drought. Their natural tendency is to go dormant during the hot summers. 
When plants go dormant, they restrict energy to the leaves which causes 
them to turn brown. Any extra energy is then stored in the root system, 
which is used during the growing season. For cool season turf grass, the 
optimal growing season is during the wet and cool part of the year. For our 
region that season runs from late September through May and often well 
into June. The following summaries on the pros and cons of turf grass may 
help you make a decision this year and see if taking on a different strategy is 
in your best interest. 

Brown Grass: (upsides) 
• Dormancy is not death. Dormancy will begin as soon as the daily 

temperatures approach a consistent 80°, and the moisture in the soil 
begins to dry out. The grass will remain dormant until the temperature 
drops back down and moisture begins to reach the root system. 

Continued on page 2
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are operating on without changing your timer.

•	 Replace:	Any sprinkler that is not operating correctly or is leaking.

•	 Remove:	Cap off, turn off or remove any sprinkler that is not needed. 
(watering bare ground, drought tolerant plants, established trees or 
shrubs)

•	 Adjust:	Any sprinkler that is watering outside of the area it is intended 
for; i.e. walks, drives, patios, streets, etc.

•	 Repair:	Any leaking lines, drip systems, valves or other equipment

•	 Call	Kevin:	At 503-675-3747 to get an audit scheduled for your home or 
business.

Inside:
•	 Reduce:	Shower times, dishwasher usage (don’t run until it is fully 

loaded), loads of Laundry (don’t run small loads).

•	 Convert:	All of your bathroom/kitchen faucets and shower heads to be 
more efficient by installing low flow shower heads and aerators. The City 
offers these devices free of charge for all of Lake Oswego’s commercial 
and residential water customers.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/free-items-help-you-conserve-water 

•	 Replace:	All of the high water use toilets/urinals with water efficient 
models. The city offers rebates for replacing toilets older than 1996.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/water-conservation-rebate-programs   

•	 Repair:	Any leaking or dripping faucet or shower head. Use toilet dye tabs 
(available for free at City Hall) to check for flapper leaks in your toilet. Use 

this video to help you accomplish any of these projects.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/fix-leak-videos-0 

•	 Check:	Your water meter regularly to look for leaks.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/water-leaks 
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/using-your-water-meter-find-leaks 

Outside Water Use:
•	 Car	washing:	This video will give you some important tips on how to 

wash your car responsibly.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/car-washing-video 

•	 Cleaning:	Sidewalks, decks, patios, siding, etc. It is recommended 
that you sweep it with a stiff-bristled broom to keep it clean. We do not 
encourage the use of a power washer. If you feel it necessary to use a 
sprayer, remember that anything other than water (including dirt) from 
a property that enters the storm drain system is considered an illicit 
discharge and is prohibited. Make sure that the runoff goes onto your yard 
and stays there.

•	 Pools	and	Ponds:	Swimming pools can lose more than 1½ inches of water 
per week to evaporation during the summer, or about 2400 gallons per 
month from a pool approximately 20 by 30 feet. Using a cover when the 
pool not being used can reduce that amount by 95%. Close any automatic 
fill valves and add water to your pool or pond manually if needed. Always 
regularly check for leaks.  Leaks can be one of the biggest water users in a 
pool or pond. Use this bucket method to help determine if you have a leak.  
www.ci.oswego.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/publicworks/
webpage/13767/bucket_test.pdf?t=1439394576300 

Continued from page 1

The Wizzard is in….
The Water Wizzard will be back at the Saturday Market one final time for the year on September 19. Look for this sign near the information 
booth and ask him any questions you may have concerning your water management issues this year. He can help you with programming your 
controller, seasonal adjustments of your irrigation system, equipment, troubleshooting  and a host of other indoor and outdoor water issues 
you may have faced this year. While you are there, bring a current Lake Oswego water bill and an ID and get a coupon for a free car wash.

Not able to visit the Market? The Wizzard also has open office hours from 3 to 5 p.m. every Thursday throughout the year. Just drop by 
during those hours at City Hall and request an audience. He will be happy to meet with you.

Brown, Green or in the MiddleContinued from page 1

• You will need to water your lawn well only once or twice per month, depending upon how much summer rain we get. 
• Reduces pesticide use. While the grass is dormant, some weeds may get started, these can be easily controlled by 

digging them up or spot treating them with an herbicide. 
• Brown lawns are much less attractive to moles, and other pests. 
• Dormant lawns do not need to be mowed. Once it goes to sleep, the lawn becomes low cost and low maintenance. 

Brown Grass: (downsides) 
• Does not do well with heavy play or foot traffic. Brown grass is hard, and the crown of the plant can be damaged by 

continual foot traffic. This might not be the best option for areas where kids are active or if you have social functions. 
• It is hot and does not help cool the temperatures around a home.
• Takes three to five weeks of regular watering to snap out of dormancy and begin to green up.

Green Grass: (upsides) 
• Has a cooling effect that can be beneficial. In and around the walls of your home or the deck or patio, grass can cool 

the ambient temperature as much as 10°; making outdoor gathering areas more pleasant and helping to hold down 
energy costs to cool your house.  

• Handles high traffic and play better. It is also much softer to land on. For areas of your yard that are regularly used for 
sports, play or social gatherings, green grass is probably a better choice.

• Acts as a filter when you wash cars on it, helping to keep pollutants and detergents out of the storm system. 

Green Grass: (downsides) 
• Needs a high level of water, amendments (fertilizers and herbicides), and labor to maintain it.
• Typically shallow roots (two to three inches) are easily stressed.
• Attracts moles and the food they eat. Moles are carnivores and their favorite foods are earthworms, grubs and beetles, 

all of which flourish in a moist environment.  A well-watered lawn is always a good hunting ground for moles.

Somewhere in the middle – managed stress: (upsides) 
• Requires less water and less maintenance (mowing). It is kept just on the edge of dormancy. Takes about 30% to 40% 

less water to maintain and about half the mowing days. 
• Promotes deeper growing roots.
• Greens up in about one week if needed. Usable for play areas. 
• Less attractive to moles and other underground living pests.

Somewhere in the middle – managed stress: (downsides)
• Not uniform in appearance. Shaded areas will be greener than slopes or exposed areas. 
• Will provide some but not much in the way of cooling.

The best strategy would be a combination of all three. If you have areas that are rarely if ever used, let them go brown. 
Keep the areas in and around your house and gathering areas green. If you have kids, select a portion of the yard for their 
use and keep it green. You might want to use managed stress for all of your yard and just add water when you need it for 
an event or function.


