
As summer’s end approaches, 
responsible water stewards 
prepare for fall. Plants, lawns, and 
trees are gradually using less water 
as their metabolism begins to 
change. Plants are triggered to 
begin dormancy not by tempera-
ture, but rather the length of day 
and position of the sun.

Sunlight decreases from an aver-
age of 15 hours in June, to 12 in 
mid-September. The relative posi-
tion of the earth to the sun makes 
solar radiation less direct and 
“softer” in intensity. Plants react to 
these seasonal signals to begin 
dormancy. Maple, oak, and ash 
trees will begin to change color 
regardless of how sunny and warm 
it may be. Shrubs like photinia, 
dogwood, and Oregon grape will 
begin showing fall colors, regard-
less of the how much you water 
them. Our cool season grasses will 
benefit from this transformational 
period. As grass is exposed to 
intense sunlight for a shorter 
period of time, it will begin to 
thrive in cooler conditions. The 
water that we normally apply to 
keep them from stressing can be 
reduced as well. 

Reducing water should not affect 
the volume of water that is applied 
at any one irrigation cycle. There 
still needs to be sufficient water to 
reach the roots of the plant. With 
less evaporation from the soil and 
less water used by the plant, the 
frequency of those cycles can be 
reduced. In other words, take out 
days. Most irrigation timers have 
“budget buttons” that can be used 
to increase or decrease your water 
times by percentage. These vary 
somewhat among manufacturers, 
but typically they will reduce 
and/or increase water times by 
50%. So, if you normally water an 
area for ten minutes, by using the 
budget button and reducing 20%, 
you will now only water for eight 

minutes. That may not be enough 
water to reach the root level of the 
plant. I do not recommend using 
the budget button and going 
below the 100% mark.

Instead, remove a day or two from 
your schedule. For example, if you 
water your grass four days a week, 
change the schedule on your 
controller to water it only three 
days for the first two weeks of 
September and then change it to 
two days per week for the next two 
weeks. If you are watering five days 
per week, water three, and so on. 
By mid-October, watering should 
cease.

Moving into dormancy is natural 
and healthy for a plant. While 
dormant, plants are storing energy 
in the root system to help them 
through the winter when lower 
temperatures and lack of sunlight 
inhibit their ability to thrive. If we 
add lots of water late in the season, 
we only increase our water bill, 
because the plants do not need it.

General Information: 503-635-0270
Water Conservation Information: 503-675-3747

380 A Avenue, PO Box 369
Lake Oswego, Oregon 970344

Let’s Talk Water
Kevin McCaleb, Water Conservation Coordinator
503-675-3747 •  kmccaleb@ci.oswego.or.us www.lowaterconservation.com

September 2012September 2012September 2012

General Information: 503-635-0270
Water Conservation Information: 503-675-3747

380 A Avenue, PO Box 369
Lake Oswego, Oregon 970344

Helpful hints on late summer/early fall watering

For more information about the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership, please visit lotigardwater.org

The “Beat the Peak” Water Conservation 
Campaign seems to be having a posi-
tive impact on water use in Lake 
Oswego. On a weekend last month 
that saw temperatures reach over 
100°F,  residents used just over 12 
million gallons of water on Sunday, 
four times higher than the average 
winter day use. Water use on Satur-
day reached 11.7 million gallons. 
That’s close to, but not above, the 
water use target of 12 million gallons per day (mgd) 
established for the City of Lake Oswego’s Beat the 
Peak summer water conservation campaign.

“We would like to thank Lake Oswego residents for 
keeping water use at the Beat the Peak goal of 12 
million gallons per day,” says  Kari Duncan, Lake 
Oswego’s water treatment manager.

“We encourage residents to continue 
to help Beat the Peak by reducing 

lawn watering,” explains Duncan. 

Lawn watering is the main 
reason that summer water use 
spikes. Many homeowners 
over-water their lawns and 
gardens. Experts advise that 
lawns need only one inch of 
water per week to stay healthy 

and green, even when the weather gets hot..

A water year is another way to monitor our water resources. Originating in 1913, it more closely represents 
annual seasonal changes in the hydrological systems of the Northern Hemisphere.

If we used a more common calendar year to track our water, half our winter rains would be in one year and 
half would be in another.  The water year starts October 1st and ends September 30th of the following year. 
The year itself is represented by the year that it ends on. So this water year (2012) began October 1, 2011 
and will end at the end of this month.
 
For those in the water profession it is a time to gather data from the previous year to compare with this 
year’s usage and see how we performed.

What follows is the usage data of citizens that took advantage of the City’s conservation offerings this 
water year:

207 participants installed 236 faucet aerators, 122 shower heads, 50 hose timers,10 rain sensors, 70 high-
effiency toilets, 26 water-saving washing machines, and had 39 water audits performed both indoors and 
outdoors.

Total savings this year for these 207 participants: 8,719,436 gallons.  Average per account: 41,888 gallons.

Way to go, Lake Oswego!

Hot weather challenges Beat the Peak campaign
High five to Lake Oswego water customers!

Happy New Water Year!
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Learn how to use less water as fall approaches.
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Heather
Botanical Name:Botanical Name: Calluna vulgaris Calluna vulgaris
Planting Zone:Planting Zone: 4 to 6 4 to 6
Temperature: Temperature: 3333º-º-7575º
Light:Light: Bright light to full sun. Bright light to full sun.
Water: Water: Keep soil wet, but not soggyKeep soil wet, but not soggy
Fertilizer: Fertilizer: None while in bloomNone while in bloom
Soil: Soil: Well-drained acidic peat mossWell-drained acidic peat moss

Heather plants are colorful evergreen perennials that are native to Heather plants are colorful evergreen perennials that are native to 
heaths, moors and woodlands of Europe and the Asia Minor areas. They heaths, moors and woodlands of Europe and the Asia Minor areas. They 
tend to be low-growing, drought tolerant and extremely resilient. They tend to be low-growing, drought tolerant and extremely resilient. They 
are also quite beautiful, with blooms varying in shades of magenta, are also quite beautiful, with blooms varying in shades of magenta, 
pink, purple, lavender and red. Heather typically blooms between July pink, purple, lavender and red. Heather typically blooms between July 
and November depending on its variety.and November depending on its variety.

By mid-October, all watering should be shut down. Now is a good time to get a jump on next spring’s “to do” list. 
The days are typically pleasant, the ground (hopefully) is not too mushy, and you can get some work done. The 
controller is off, but the irrigation system is not shut down, so you can still run water through it to test modifica-
tions and repairs.

Last month, Parks and Recreation staff and Water Conserva-
tion Coordinator, Kevin McCaleb, performed water efficiency 
audits at the Lake Oswego Public Golf Course—the first of 
several audits that will offer a snapshot of the golf course 
irrigation system’s efficiency.

Parks staff has already upgraded the control system by 
connecting to the City’s weather stations and real time 
climate information is being used to adjust water cycles. This 
upgrade improves the sprinkler system’s performance and 
allows a more even distribution of water. The current system 
was installed decades ago and water usage considerations 
were much different than today. With the rising cost of water, Parks staff is working with Kevin to increase sprin-
kler efficiency. 

Audits involve laying out evenly spaced catch containers and measuring the amount of water that falls in each 
area of the golf course. By mapping the position and calculating the volume of each container, staff can see 
where the water falls within each zone and can adjust sprinkler heads and/or nozzles accordingly. Parks Staff 
hopes to complete the audits by the end of September.

There should be no need to water anything after October 15th, with the possible exception of newly planted 
material. Use this checklist to make sure you are ready for winter:

• Branches and foliage that block the sprinklers can be pruned away and modifications can be made to 
the system if necessary to accommodate plant growth. Don’t forget to check the plants around the water 
meter and prune them if necessary to provide access for the meter readers.

• Alterations to the irrigation system are easier to do now. The ground is soft and the plants are going 
into dormancy so there is less possibility for damage to the landscape.

• Adjust sprinklers so that they are putting water where you want it and not into the street, over your 
neighbor’s fence, or on your driveway.

• Replace nozzles or sprinklers that aren’t functioning as well as you would like.

• Add a rain sensor. These can be purchased from the City for $5.00 (at City Hall, 3rd floor). 

Golf course water audits Pre-winterization

Winterization

Backflow Preventer Sprinkler Valves

Water Meter

Irrigation
Controller

Should have both valves closed. 

Assembly should have 

insulation wrapped around or 

stuffed into the box to prevent 

freeze damage. 

The bleeder valve should be 

opened. Stuff insulation 

into the box to prevent 

freeze damage.

Check the low flow indicator on your 

water meter for movement, while no 

water is running in the house. No 

movement means no leaks. If  you see 

movement, call 503-675-3747 for 

assistance.

Should be turned to off or 

unplugged.


