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PHOTOS

In both life and death, William 
Sargent Ladd was a major figure 
in Oswego’s and Portland’s 
history. Ladd opened the Ladd 
and Tilton bank, Oregon’s 
first bank, in 1859, he served 
as mayor of Portland, he was 
a major investor in Oswego’s 
iron industry, and Ladd Street 
in Old Town is named for him. 
In 1897, four years after Ladd’s 
death, Daniel Magone, the 
son of well-respected Oregon 
pioneer Major Joseph Magone 
and a son-in-law of Waters 
Carman, was sentenced for 
robbing the grave of William 
S. Ladd in Riverview Cemetery 
and holding his remains for 
ransom. The case of illegal 
disinterment went to the 
Oregon State Supreme Court 
and Julius Caesar Moreland, for 
whom East and West Moreland 
are named, was his legal 
representative. Daniel Magone 
was found guilty and served two 
years in the penitentiary.  

The impetus for this gruesome 
personal attack may never be 
known, but Magone’s daughter 
Francette died, perhaps in 
sinister circumstances, in 
1893 at seven years of age on 
property owned by Ladd. It may 
be that Magone blamed Ladd 
for the death of his daughter. 
Ladd’s body was re-interred 
and cemented into the ground.  
A guard stood duty until the 
cement hardened. 

Grave Robber

The Magone sisters left to right, 
Lulu, Francette, and Marie.

Oswego, New York was not the 
birthplace or the hometown of 
Albert Alonzo Durham, who 
founded Oswego, Oregon in 
1850.  Oswego, New York was 
established four years after 
Durham’s birth and he never 
lived there. 

Did You Know?

Nelson’s Boat House on the east end of the lake in 1923. 

City Councilors Ban Bathing Suits
For over half a century, a concession operated 
from 1904 to 1957 on the east end of the lake 
where the Villas on Lake Oswego condominiums 
stand today. The Nelson family was the first 
proprietor and they began by renting boats. As 
the lake grew in popularity, they added tent 
cottage rentals, an ice cream and candy stand, 
and other amenities. Around 1908 the Dyer 
family also operated a boating concession at 
the east end of the lake. By the 1920s so many 
visitors on Sunday outings strolled the town in 
bathing suits that City Councilors banned the 
practice. Kenneth Davidson recalled that the 
Oswego Marshal  “gave tomatoes to boys who 
threw them at people parading in swim suits.” 

From 1924 to 1937, the concession was operated 
as McMillian’s Resort and lastly as Morris’ 
Lake Oswego Swim. In 1957 City staff signed a 
$200,000 option to buy the swim resort.  City 
councilors opted not to pursue funding and the 
Bay Roc apartments eventually supplanted the 
hopes for a public park on the lake. 

Water Skiing on Pie Tins

Stars of Cypress Gardens from the left: Ray Morris, 
Willa Worthington, Diane Spencer, and Don Smith.

Among the first to water 
ski on Oswego Lake was a 
foursome comprised of Willa 
Worthington, Ray Morris, 
Diane Spencer, and Don Smith.  
After work they skied off the 
dock of Wallace Worthington’s 
Marine Sales and Service, better 
known as Wally’s Marina, 
between State Street and 
Lakewood Bay.  Wally taught 
his daughter, Willa, to water-
ski when she was fourteen. At 
age seventeen she became the 
National Women’s Water-Ski 
Champion. She went on to win 
other national and international 

awards that made Oswego 
famous for the sport. Willa 
organized the Lake Oswego 
Water-Ski Club in 1947. 

In the early days of the sport, 
experiments were tried with 
mixed results. Ray Morris, 
among others, successfully 
nailed tennis shoes to boards. 
Don Smith tried to ski on pie 
tins, but this failed because the 
tins buckled.  After the marina 
burned to the ground the four 
became stars of the aqua shows 
at Florida’s Cypress Gardens.An aerial view of Lower Boones 

Ferry Road and Lake Grove 
Elementary School in 1969.

A Ferry Tale
Alphonzo Boone, son of 
frontiersman Daniel Boone, 
and his family were among the 
emigrants headed west to the 
new Eden in 1846. Along the 
Oregon Trail, some members 
split off in search of a shortcut 
to California. This ill-fated 
group is now known as the 
“Donner Party.” Soon after 
arriving in Oregon, Jesse Van 
Bibber Boone, a grandson of 
frontiersman Daniel Boone, 
laid out a path from south 
of present-day Wilsonville to 
southwest Portland. It’s hardly 
surprising that the path crossed 

the Willamette at the exact spot 
where Boone had established 
a ferry crossing in 1847. The 
ferry was one of the earliest in 
Oregon. Today the path Boone 
made is known as Boones Ferry 
Road.  About four miles of the 
road pass through Lake Oswego. 
There is a stone marker at the 
north end of Boones Ferry Road 
where it meets Taylors Ferry 
Road placed by Boone Family 
Association in 1937. 

Jesse Boone ran the ferry for 
twenty-six years until Jacob 
Engle, a neighbor, murdered 
him during a dispute over access 
to the shore, a right that Boone 
had licensed and used for over 
two decades. Jesse Biber Boone 
was buried in the Butteville 
Cemetery in Marion County. 
Boone’s widow, Elizabeth, 
petitioned and won the legal 
right to continue to use the 
landing. The ferry operated 
for 107 years until 1954 when 
the Boone Bridge was built 
across the Willamette. During 
its years in operation it carried 
thousands of pedestrians, cows, 
horses, buggies, and cars across 
the river. 
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Although the Willamette Meteorite did not fall in Oregon, it was found 
on property owned by Oswego’s Oregon Iron & Steel Company. 

Fourteen Men in the Furnace

A Corn Flakes Rocket!

Edna Bickner in her fantastic contraption. 

The near volcanic temperatures of the original iron blast furnace 
had been dormant for decades, but the remains of the furnace 
still provided shelter from the cold.  At the height of the Great 
Depression that lasted from the stock market crash of 1929 until 
recovery began in the mid-1930s, fourteen men, homeless and 
unemployed, lived in the remains of the iron furnace in what is now 
George Rogers Park.  According to a November 1931 newspaper 
article, Oregon state police officers and Oswego city officials forced 
the men from their encampment. The men had lived there for 
many months and had planned to stay in the shelter of the furnace 
through the winter.

The Oregon Iron & Steel Company mined iron from the earth, 
but it also happened to be found on their lands in the form of a 
meteorite. Partly hidden by vegetation, it was uncovered in 1902 
by a local farmer, Ellis G. Hughes. Most likely the meteorite did 
not fall in Oregon, but was carried here by the ice floe of the 
Missoula Floods 15,000 to 13,000 years ago. The meteorite was 
later determined to weigh 31,107 pounds, but it was surreptitiously 
moved inch-by-inch from the discovery site, across another farmer’s 
land to Hughes’ farm. After the Herculean effort, Hughes promptly 
put up a tent and began to charge a quarter for admission. 
The attraction caught the attention of an Oregon Iron & Steel 
Company official and a lawsuit claiming it as company property 
was filed. In the meantime, the farmer owning the land that had 
been traversed filed a counter-suit. He had dynamited a hole in the 
ground and claimed that the meteorite had fallen on his property. 
On July 17, 1905 the United State Supreme Court ruled that the 
Willamette Meteorite, the largest found in the United States, was 
the property of the Oregon Iron & Steel Company. It was displayed 
at the 1905 Lewis and Clark Centennial Exposition in Portland 
and subsequently purchased by Mrs. William E. Dodge III of New 
York City for $26,000, an amount that would be equal to $656,000 
today. Mrs. Dodge donated it to the American Museum of Natural 
History where it is still on display. 

The crew of the log hoist. Ruben Confer is standing at the left. 

Giving Logs a Lift

The cement structure on the riverbank near where the George 
Rogers Park footpath meets Old River Road was built to hoist logs 
out of the Willamette and on to rail cars for transport to the paper 
mill in West Linn. Fir, spruce, hemlock, cedar and other logs were 
put in the Columbia River near Astoria and brought in booms, 
i.e., rafts of logs, by sternwheelers to Oswego. A crew of a dozen 
men worked what was officially named the “Oswego Log Loading 
Station,” owned by the Crown -Willamette Paper Company.  Logs 
were sorted into loads and then lifted up the bank with the help of 
a motor. Roy Headrick who started working on the hoist in 1916 
recalled, “We loaded six [Southern Pacific flatbed rail] cars. The 
train took the six cars to Oregon City and brought back empties 
to load while they were gone.  A train ran six times a day and 
we loaded thirty-six cars.” The train ran on a trestle adjacent to 
the hoist. On the hill above the log hoist sits the circa 1905 Tug 
Master’s House. Ruben W. Confer served as both tug master and 
manager of the log hoist. 

Lyle Arthur Baker also recalled a story about the log hoist. One 
very cold winter the Willamette River froze about two and a half 
feet deep and the logs were stuck in the ice.  John Erickson decided 
“to bullet-crack the ice.” “So he put one hundred and fifty sticks of 
dynamite on top of the ice. Oh, brother, he smashed it up all right. 
He cracked the ice halfway to Oregon City.” 

Today some windows still remain from more recent times when 
there was a thwarted attempt to build a residence atop the 
hoist. Covered with graffiti and ivy, it now stands as a neglected 
monument to Oswego’s industrial heritage. 

The abandoned iron 
furnace in 1911. 

Gadzooks, Iron From the Sky!

Jane Erickson, an amateur 
geologist and playwright, who 
made her home in Glenmorrie, 
recalled, “Following a well-
defined line along the lake’s 
upper bluffs, as far west as 
Wilsonville, can be traced 
another event as momentous as 
any written in Oregon’s geologic 
past: the Missoula Flood. At the 
end of the last ice age, in what 
is now the state of Montana, a 
huge ice dam gave way. Behind 
it were backed up hundreds 
of cubic miles of water and 
this immense pent-up volume 
swept down the Columbia 
Gorge to a height of a thousand 
feet, eating away mountains, 
uprooting forests, and bringing 
havoc and destruction to all in 
its path.” The floodwaters were 
still several hundred feet deep 
as it swept through the lake 

Mountain-Eating Flood Created Lake Oswego

The wooden dam on Sucker Lake during the flood of 1909. 

area, then possibly occupied by 
the Tualatin River. After the 
floodwaters subsided, they left 
behind a body of water once 
called Tualatin Lake or Sucker 
Lake, and known since 1913 
as Oswego Lake. Over time, a 

succession of wooden dams, 
followed by a cement dam 
built in 1921, have increased its 
size, but the lake was definitely 
made by forces beyond human 
control. 

What is Edna Bickner, a Sunday school superintendent, 
doing in a bonnet in this contraption pieced together from 
discarded Kellogg’s toasted corn flakes, Goldenrod, and 
German American Coffee Company boxes plus a wooden 
barrel? Was it for a parade? Or a 4th of July celebration? Or 
a church fundraiser? Was it a rocket that was inspired by 
reading H. G. Wells or Jules Verne? We may never know the 
answer to this history mystery, but feel free to make up your 
own story! 

Fraternal societies such as the 
Odd Fellows, Freemasons, 
Woodmen of the World, and 
the Improved Order of Red 
Men were common charitable 
organizations during the 
early days of Oswego. They 
particularly filled a role prior 
to public welfare benefits, 
widespread insurance coverage, 
and trade unions.  Their good 
works included providing relief 

Odd Fellows

The Odd Fellows Hall once had a shed roof over the wooden sidewalk. Photo courtesy of Sandy McGuire.

to members in sickness, covering 
the cost of funerals, giving aid 
to widows, and helping to place 
orphaned children with families. 
The Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows dates back to 
seventeenth-century England. 
The term “odd” stems from 
the fact that the membership 
was derived from a variety of 
professions. 

An 1888 excursion on the 
steamboat “Joseph Kellogg” 
from Portland to Oswego 
helped raise money to pay for 
the building of the Odd Fellows 
Hall on Durham Place (now 
Street) and it was dedicated in 
1890. Many men linked with 
the town’s early history, such 
as Henry Gans, Adam Shipley, 
and George Prosser, were 
members. Townspeople came 
to the hall for dances, lectures, 
meetings, and to cast their 
ballots on Election Day. The 
Odd Fellows are also known as 
“The Three Link Fraternity.” 
Three intertwined ovals, the 
symbol of the organization, 
stand for friendship, love, and 
truth. The hall still stands on 
Durham Street in the Old 
Town neighborhood. The three 
links adorn the building that is 
listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places. In 1990 the 
exterior was restored and the 
interior was remodeled into 
apartments. 



THE CENTENNIAL, LAKE OSWEGO, OR, THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2010 -- 3

Itinerant gypsies lived up to their reputation for fortune telling, 
dressing colorfully, and being shrewd horse dealers. Ed Twining, 
who lived in Glenmorrie, recalled the annual gypsy camp at the 
Oswego landing, the beach on the Willamette River in what is 
now George Rogers Park. Twining remembered, “Around Oswego 
there was one thing that always fascinated me, that sand bar at the 
mouth of Sucker Creek had a big gypsy camp every spring, most 
colorful thing you ever saw. They would bring their own horses 
and tents and plot [sic] around the country. They were pretty light-
fingered, a very interesting bunch of people. I don't know why they 
quit coming. Maybe they won’t let them camp there anymore. All 
I know is, they’d appear there on that sand bar, big camp of them. 
I’d estimate anywhere, depending on the time, seventy-five to two 
hundred and fifty of them, families and so on. Very colorful people. 
Those people with their families, tents and animals were just like 
flies on that sand bar, and they'd stick around for two or three 
weeks and permeate the country around here. You’d see them in 
the grocery stores and out on the farms. The 1ast time I saw them 
was about during World War II time. I don’t recall having seen 
them since.” 

The landing where the gypsies would camp. There 
isn’t a known photo of their encampment.

Gypsy CampA Souvenir Wrapped in Oil Silk
In 1917, Mrs. Edgar Davidson, wife of the Oswego Postmaster, 
displayed an apple for all to see in the post office window.  The 
reason this apple, sent by parcel post from Connecticut, was special 
is that it was sent by Mr. James B. Wilbur with the following 
note:  “In 1866, my brother George D. Wilbur, went to Oswego, 
Oregon and built a Blast Furnace, leaving Sharon, Conn. About 
April 1st.  At that time there was no railroad across the continent, 
and he sailed from New York to the isthmus of Panama crossing 
that and again sailed from there for Portland, Oregon and again 
from there to Oswego, where he remained at work as foreman, 
about ten months.”  Wilbur was only 23 years old when he 
supervised construction of the furnace. The note goes on to say that 
Wilbur took apple and pear grafts with him when he returned to 
Connecticut.  They were wrapped in oil silk, i.e., silk treated with 
oil to make it watertight. The Oregon apple proudly displayed was 
grown in Connecticut from the graft. Wilbur Street in the Old 
Town neighborhood is named after George D. Wilbur. 

George D. Wilbur worked as the 
architect during construction of 

the first blast furnace.

In 1888 the second, more modern iron works were built north 
of the original furnace in the area occupied by the present-day 
Foothills neighborhood. The opening of this, and the related pipe 
foundry, created the need for convenient and affordable worker’s 
housing and thus the First Addition neighborhood was developed. 
The furnace operated until 1894 and the pipe foundry until 1928. 
The second iron furnace stood idle for thirty-five years until it was 
dismantled in 1929. A newspaper account reported, “Wreckers 
leveled an Oswego riverfront landmark yesterday noon, when they 
brought down the 160-foot chimney of the old iron works with a 
crash that shook surrounding territory.  The base had previously 
been cut with acetylene torches, and a mighty pull by a steam engine 
on heavy cables fastened to its framework brought the huge chimney 
down.”   

An Earth Shaking End of an Era

The second iron furnace was located in today’s Foothills neighborhood.

Anne Shannon Monroe wrote 
her first manuscript in long-
hand, tucked the finished pages 
under her arm, and headed 
to Chicago. She took a taxi to 
Rand McNally and Company 
and asked to speak to Mr. Rand.  
Astonishingly Mr. Rand ended 
up publishing the book and this 
was the start of her career as a 
writer. She wrote for “Saturday 
Evening Post,” “Ladies Home 
Journal,” and “Good House-
keeping” as well as publishing 
over a dozen books. One of her 
most notable titles, a book of 
essays entitled “Singing in the 
Rain” was published in 1926 
and, within five years, over 
100,000 copies had been sold.  
Some of Monroe’s titles, such 
as “Making a Business Woman” 
first published in 1912, are 
still in print.  Her home, in a 
setting that provided much of 
her inspiration, still stands on 
the southeast corner of Upper 
Drive and Bryant Road in Lake 
Grove. Monroe was the great 
granddaughter of George Shan-
non, the youngest member of 
the Lewis and Clark expedition 
and she was a life-long Mazamas 
member. The Mazamas, 
founded in 1894 on the sum-
mit of Mt. Hood, still fulfills its 
mission as a mountaineering 
education organization. 

Westside 
Story

Anne Shannon Monroe. Image 
courtesy of the Oregon State Library. 

The first printed reference to 
a spelling bee was in 1825. 
The impetus for these contests 
was the publication of Noah 
Webster’s, “The American 
Spelling Book,” a basic 
textbook used in elementary 
schools of nineteenth-century 
America. Mr. C. T. Dickinson, 
interviewed by a Works Progress 
Administration worker in 1938, 
shared his memory of Oswego 
circa 1884, “Our community 
center was what was known as 
the Springbrook Schoolhouse.  
In the spelling bees two of the 
outstanding spellers or scholars 
would choose up sides and the 
district teacher would select and 
give out the words.  Just one 
chance was given and when the 
speller missed he or she would 
have to sit down.  The last one 
up was the winner.  'Assafoetida' 
was a favorite word to down 
them with.”  Assafoetida is a 
medicinal gum resin.  

Assafoetida!

Oswego’s Chinese population 
did much of the hard labor 
of building the early town 
and its industries. Herbert 
Yates recalled, “The presence 
of the Chinese laborers need 
not surprise us as the Oregon 
Iron and Steel Company in 
Oswego was booming in 1890 
and the area of George Rogers 
Park, now occupied by the ball 
fields, was something of a small 
Chinatown.” There are very few 
traces left of this segment of 
the population. They primar-
ily performed feats of manual 
labor such as cutting fir trees to 
make charcoal to fuel the iron 
furnace, digging the canal from 
Oswego Lake to the Tualatin 

Chinatown

River by hand through solid 
rock, and building the extensive 
landscaped grounds of Parker 
Farnsworth Morey’s magnificent 

estate that later was subdivided 
to create Glenmorrie. They were 
also employed as cooks and they 
ran laundries. 

The Pacific Railway & Navigation Company 
surveying crew includes a Chinese cook.

Oswego was already 94 years old when the first history of the town, 
entitled “The Foundation: Early History of Oswego, Oregon,” was 
written by Lucia Bliss in 1944.  Bliss was the city’s first salaried li-
brarian and her chronicle forged a path for others. Theresa Truchot 
modeled her fictionalized “Charcoal Wagon Boy,” published in 
1952 after stories told by Mr. Charles Dickinson who had worked at 
the first iron furnace when he was a boy. Civic leader, Mary Good-
all, donated the profits of her 1959 book, “Oregon’s Iron Dream,” 
towards the building of a new library. It opened in 1962 on the 
corner of Fourth Street and D Avenue and still serves as the city’s 
library. Elizabeth Ryan didn’t publish a book, but she sparked inter-
est in local history by writing articles for the “Oswego Review” in 
the 1960s. Ryan’s newspaper photos are now a part of the library’s 
photo collection. There was a publishing gap of 43 years until Ann 
Fulton’s 2002 book, “Iron, Wood, & Water” brought the town’s 
history up to the 1960 annexation of part of Lake Grove and the 
attendant name change from “Oswego” to “Lake Oswego.” A picto-
rial volume based on the Lake Oswego Public Library’s extensive 
historic photograph collection was compiled by Laura Foster and 
published in 2009. If indeed, as Shakespeare said, “What’s past is 
prologue,” a woman will pen the next history of the city. 

Women Who Made Histories

Lucia Bliss wrote the first 
history of Oswego. 
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honor The pasT, CelebraTe The presenT and imagine The fuTure.

Stay up-to-date on LO Centennial news, features, and events!

 Website:   www.LakeOswego100.com
 Twitter:   www.twitter.com/LakeOswegoInfo

Glenmorrie’s for the Birds

The Sisters Versus the KKK

Lake Oswego’s Volcano

Nestled among the houses in the Country Club-North Shore 
neighborhood is a home built specifically for monkeys.  The original 
owners of this 1929 house, Noel and Lola Dew, kept pet monkeys 
and had a small stone cottage built to house them.  A stuffed 
Curious George is the only monkey currently in residence. 

And the Blue Heron neighborhood includes the “Pig House.”  
Real pigs never actually resided in this brick house.  Christian and 
Dorothy Kisky modeled their bathhouse after the 1932 Walt Disney 
cartoon, “The Three Little Pigs.” Walt Disney provided costumes 
for a party in the 1930s and he sent original cartoon sketches that 
were hung on the bathhouse walls.  

Mountain Park is the only Lake Oswego neighborhood built on an 
extinct volcano.  Mount Sylvania is part of the Boring Lava Flow 
that occurred one to two million years ago. Today Mountain Park 
is home to one quarter of Lake Oswego’s population. The forward-
looking development was the brainchild of Carl Halvorson who also 
developed Black Butte Ranch and Little Whale Cove. The Planned 
Unit Development began construction in the late 1960s and it was 
dedicated in 1970. Governor Tom McCall was one of the dignitaries 
at the dedication ceremony. Mountain Park was destined to become 
the largest homeowners association in the United States and it 
remains one of the largest.  The annexation of Mountain Park in 
1969 eventually doubled Lake Oswego’s tax base and population. 
A marketing slogan of that era was, “There’s a new town in town.” 
Portland, and its surrounding metropolitan areas, is one of the few 
places in the continental United States to have extinct volcanoes 
within a city’s limits. 

The abundant bird life in the Glenmorrie neighborhood inspired Frances Staver 
Twining to write and publish “Bird-Watching in the West” in 1931. One of her 
stepsons, Clarence, recalled that the birds would “come right up and sit on the 
windowsill like pets.” In her preface, Frances states, “I have tried to put into 
words something of the intrinsic charm of the birds themselves, and to show how 
simple and how wonderful a thing it is for an everyday person like myself to win 
and enjoy the companionship of the birds who live just outside our windows. The 
doing has been a privilege.” She also includes a quote from William Rogers Lord, 
“A bird in the heart is worth more than a hundred in the note-book.” 

In the early 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan was strong in Oregon. One of their goals, in concert with the 
Oregon Scottish Rite Masons, was to make public education mandatory, thereby denying access to 
private education. The Sisters of the Holy Names have been based in Oregon since 1859 and in Oswego 
since 1908. The year they arrived in Oswego they established the St. Mary’s Home for Girls to house 
and educate orphaned and abandoned girls. The Sisters were dedicated to their mission of education. 
As Klansmen increased their opposition to private education, the Sisters not only boycotted businesses 
that supported the Ku Klux Klan, but they challenged the KKK in the courts. The now famous case 
is known as “Pierce v. Society of Sisters.”  Walter M. Pierce, a state senator, was elected Governor of 
Oregon in 1922 with the support of the Ku Klux Klan. In 1925 the United States Supreme Court 
handed down their unanimous decision. The Court ruled in favor of the Sisters: States may compel 
attendance at some school, but the parents have a constitutional right to choose between public and 
private schools. This landmark case has been cited as a precedent in over one hundred United States 
Supreme Court cases. 

Venice Comes to Town

In 1936 Italian-style cabanas were built on Lakewood Bay as exclusive rental properties. Oswego’s 
major real estate developer, the Ladd Estate Company, enforced deed restrictions in their districts that 
prevented rentals. Paul C. Murphy, the President of the company, inspired by a trip to Italy, decided 
that the company would build their own rental properties on Lakewood Bay. These were high-end 
and architect-designed in keeping with Murphy’s vision for an elite residential district. Architect 
Richard Sundeleaf was commissioned to design the cabanas. A newspaper reported, “The houseboats 
are realistic, even to the gangplanks and anchor lines. The houseboats, 10 in number, represent a 
total outlay of between $25,000 and $30,000.”  These amounts would be comparable to $388,000 to 
$466,000 in today’s dollars.

Among the cabanas’ residents in the 1940s was Mario Bisio Sr., who founded the Wilson Shirt Shop 
in 1937. Bisio went on to start Portland’s exclusive Mario’s clothing store and ran it in partnership 
with his son. The cabanas, now significantly altered, still stand on Lakewood Bay in today’s Evergreen 
neighborhood.  

Cabanas designed in the International Style by architect Richard Sundeleaf. Photo courtesy of Roberta Pierce.

Pony Express Rides Again!
The Great Depression was the 
impetus for the Multnomah 
Hunt Club’s move from Oswego 
to Portland.  In its stead local 
riders organized the Oswego 
Hunt in 1933 and in 1939 the 
organization of members and 
other recruitments formed the 
Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Posse. Ralph Giesy recalled, 
“In 1941… the posse put on, 
in connection with Timberline 
Lodge, the first of two Pony 
Express races. Mail was carried 
by each team. The race, start-
ing on the polo grounds at the 
Hunt Club (June 29 at 8:30 
a.m.) went by the post office to 
pick up mail.” He also recalled 
how a celebratory banquet was 
held at Timberline Lodge, the 
winner was presented with a 
beautiful trophy, and the event 
was covered by “Life” magazine. 
Giesy also recounted, “The ride 
was so successful – not a horse 
exhausted or a rider injured – 

A commemorative cover 
carried on the Pony Express 

ride from Oswego to 
Timberline Lodge. Image 

courtesy of Marylou Colver.

St. Mary’s Home for Girls, now known as the Christie School, may not have been able to 
continue operation if the Sisters had not fought and won this landmark case. 

The original dust jacket of the 1931 edition of Twining’s book. Image courtesy of Marylou Colver.

Monkey and Pig Houses

The “Pig House” with guests in costume.

that it was repeated in 1942 on 
June 28.” There was one last 
pony express ride in 1959 to 
celebrate the centennial of Or-
egon’s statehood. By that time 
the posse had moved its head-
quarters from Oswego and the 
starting point was the Pioneer 
post office building in Portland.


