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City Profile

       

Lake Oswego, Oregon

Located in the northwestern corner of Clackamas County on the banks of the scenic Willamette River and hugging
the shore of a 405-acre lake, Lake Oswego is nestled among many of Oregon’s greatest attractions: Mount Hood,
the Oregon Coast, the Columbia Gorge and nearby vineyards, farmlands, and forests.  Lake Oswego is also ideally
situated close to Oregon’s major metropolitan areas – just eight miles south of downtown Portland and about 45
minutes north of the state capitol in Salem. 

Lake Oswego is considered one of the finest residential areas in Oregon. Unlike some communities its size, Lake
Oswego offers full-service police and fire protection, a celebrated library, and parks system. It also provides
planning and zoning regulation, building inspection and regulation, street maintenance and improvement, water,
wastewater and surface water services.

The schools in the city (Lake Oswego School District) rate among the best in the state. There are also several
colleges in or near Lake Oswego--Lewis & Clark College and its affiliate Northwestern School of Law, Marylhurst
University, and Portland Community College (Sylvania campus).

Although the city is primarily residential, there is some commercial development and light manufacturing.  Most of
the businesses are located downtown near the Willamette River on the City’s western boundary, or on the west
end in the Lake Grove business district and neighborhood. Commercial properties on Kruse Way, near the
interstate highway, offer some of the most sought after Class A office space in the region.

There is a city-owned sports center on the Willamette River; two public swimming facilities on the privately
managed Oswego Lake; an 18-hole golf course; indoor tennis center; and outdoor amphitheater right along the
river.  These amenities, managed by the City’s Parks and Recreation Department, help promote Lake Oswego as
a place to live where you play.

History

The town of “Oswego” was founded in 1847 by Albert Alonzo Durham. He built the town’s first industry -- a
sawmill on Sucker Creek (now Oswego Creek) -- in 1849. In 1865, the Oregon Iron Company hoped to make
Oswego an industrial center: the “Pittsburg of the West.”  An iron smelter, in modern-day George Rogers Park,
went into production in 1867 and contributed to Oswego’s early boom years. With the demise of the iron industry,
the emphasis turned more toward land development.
 
In 1910, the City of Oswego was incorporated.  By the 1930s, Oswego had developed a reputation as a community
of fine homes for people with good taste. The original neighborhoods reflected a glimpse of England, with English
Cottage and Tudor Revival homes designed by architect Richard Sundeleaf between 1920 and 1940.  Residential
development around the perimeter of Oswego Lake accelerated in the 1940s and ’50s.  With the annexation of
part of the Lake Grove community in 1960, the name of the city was changed to Lake Oswego.
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