
Fri 4/20/2018 3:22 PM 

Lynne Bacon <lcbacon@comcast.net> 

Fwd: News about the pond 

To Hamilton, Leslie 

 

Hi, Leslie, 

 

We appeared at the appeal of the proposed construction of a house on Lake Bay Court that adjoins our 
property on Lake Forest Drive at the back property line in the wetlands. It wasn't until we got home that 
I remembered something that happened about a year and a half ago that concerned the wetlands. I 
know that the DRC Chair was particularly concerned about the impact on the wetlands, especially after 
our next-door neighbor's testimony about the conditions back there. One question he posed to you was 
whether the State of Oregon didn't have jurisdiction over that wetlands. You thought not. But then I 
remembered this letter that another property owner on the wetlands received back in October of 2016.  

 

I don't know what transpired between the homeowner and the State Water Board or what finding was 
made, but have been told that the dam that was creating the pond was failing anyway and the property 
owner removed it. One of the several springs in that wetlands is located there and a previous owner had 
created a pond there. This letter (below) would seem to indicate that the State Water Board does have 
jurisdiction over this wetlands. It might be important to clarify that before a final decision is reached on 
this property.  

 

I know the city attorney said that only the property in question can be considered in determining 
whether to approve this construction or not. But the fact is that Mother Nature did not draw boundary 
or property lines around this wetlands. This wetlands is an interactive system and what one property 
owner does to their piece of it does impact others. Years ago, when the previous owners of Michael 
Collier's property hauled in yards and yards of fill dirt so that they could plant lawn back there, our 
property became much wetter just as the city's work on the sewer project a couple years ago has now 
created standing water on the Collier's and our property. Noted landscape architect Barbara Feely was a 
friend of ours and her comment was, "That water has to go somewhere and it will come on to your 
property."  

 

We have lived on this wetlands for 48 years so have seen many changes. For many, many years much of 
it was designated a commons area. Our deed reads that way. At some point the commons area was 
divided up between the homeowners and our property lines extended. We have no idea when or how 
this decision was made. We only learned of it when a conflict arose between our neighbor and one of 
the original homeowners on the wetlands. No one on our side of the wetlands had any development 
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down there until sometime in the 1990's and with more development has come more challenges. Yes, 
the invasive plants are being removed and that is good. But that doesn't mean the land is being 
managed in a way that protects the wetlands.   

 

I applaud the DRC's decision to look at this situation more closely before reaching a decision. We aren't 
sure that just having engineers look at this is adequate to the situation; perhaps experts in hydrology 
and soil science are called for.   

 

Sincerely, 

Lynne Bacon 

752 Lake Forest Drive 

Lake Oswego, OR 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

 
 

From: Chris Brien <chris@peakemarketing.com> 

Subject: Fwd: News about the pond 

Date: October 7, 2016 12:35:50 AM PDT 

To: Lynne Bacon <lcbacon@comcast.net> 

 

 
Begin forwarded message:  
 
>  
> Hi Chris,  
>  
> Today we received a letter from the State of Oregon regarding the pond. A neighbor reported the 
pond (I wonder who?) and I've attached a copy for you.  
>  
>  out.  
>  
> Thanks,  
>  
> Linda  

mailto:chris@peakemarketing.com
mailto:lcbacon@comcast.net


 
 
This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain information that is 
confidential and protected by law from unauthorized disclosure. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you 
are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message. 

 



 


	From: Chris Brien <30TUchris@peakemarketing.comU30T>

