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E-Bike & Micromobility Code Update 
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Growing Use
E-bikes, scooters, and other micromobility devices are 
increasingly common in Lake Oswego — used for 
commuting, recreation, and errands by residents of all ages. Why We Are Here
Safety Concerns
Conflicts and near-misses on sidewalks, shared-use paths, 
parks, and roadways have increased. Speeds, weights, and 
behaviors vary widely across device types.

Calls For Service
Since April 2026: 158 service calls related to e-bike and 
micromobility device use.

Approx. 52% involved juveniles. 

E-bike and e-micromobility device use is growing rapidly in Lake 
Oswego. Increased use on roads, paths, sidewalks, parks, and in 
neighborhoods has raised safety concerns that current code does not 
fully address. Chapter 32 amendments are proposed to respond.



Benefits of 
E-Micromobility
E-bikes and micromobility devices offer real value to our 
community, helping people get around, supporting 
independence, and reducing short car trips. 

Lake Oswego encourages their use when operated safely 
and lawfully.

Recreation & Affordability

These devices provide enjoyment and recreation for riders across 
the community. They also offer a cost-effective alternative to car 

ownership for short trips, reducing household transportation 
expenses and supporting financial accessibility.

Access & Independence 

E-bikes and e-micromobility devices expand transportation 
options for people of all ages and abilities. They support 
independence, extend range, and make getting around easier, 
especially for those who cannot or prefer not to drive.

Sustainability & Livability

Replacing short vehicle trips with e-bikes or scooters reduces 
traffic, lowers emissions, and supports a more livable city. When 
used safely and in compliance with local rules, micromobility is a 
positive and encouraged part of Lake Oswego's transportation 
mix.



The Policy Challenge
Device technology is evolving rapidly. Many devices look similar but 
operate very differently — with varying speeds, weights, and 
capabilities. Lake Oswego's local code must establish clear, adaptable 
rules that keep pace with this landscape.

Need for Adaptable Code
Effective regulation requires definitions and City Manager authority 
that can adapt as technology changes — without requiring constant 
code revision. Clear signage and rules provide practical, enforceable 
guidance on the ground.

Similar Look, Different Rules
Devices that appear identical may fall under entirely different legal 
categories. A Class 1 pedal-assist e-bike and a throttle-powered 
Class 2 device look alike but carry distinct age, speed, and path-use 
requirements.

Rapidly Evolving Technology
New e-bike and micromobility device classifications emerge 
frequently. Speeds, motor power, and weight vary widely across 
device types, creating enforcement and safety gaps under outdated 
definitions.



State Law Direction
Oregon law currently governs e-bikes and micromobility
devices under ORS Chapter 814. 

HB 4007 introduces significant updates operative January 1, 
2027, redefining device classes, age and helmet 
requirements, and clarifying where devices may operate. 

Local jurisdictions retain authority to regulate by ordinance 
and signage.

Current Oregon Law

Electric-assisted bicycles (e-bikes) and Motor-assisted scooters may be operated 
by persons 16+; sidewalk use is generally prohibited. Self-balancing Electric 
Personal Assistive Mobility Devices (EPAMD) are restricted to persons 14+. 

Local agencies may post signage to further restrict or permit use on paths and 
trails.

HB 4007 Changes – Effective Jan. 1, 2027

Class 1 e-bike: age lowered to 14. Class 2 and Class 3 e-bikes remain 16+. 
Motor-assisted scooter and EPAMD age lowered to 14. New powered 
micromobility device category: age 16+. Helmet rules consolidated for persons 
under 16. 

Local ordinance and signage authority preserved.



Device Landscape
Devices covered under proposed Chapter 32 amendments 
include: 

• Class 1/2/3 e-bikes
• Motor-assisted scooters
• Electric Personal Assistive Mobility Devices (EPAMDs)
• Powered micromobility devices such as one-wheels, 

hoverboards, e-unicycles
• Noncompliant or impostor devices.

Compliant Devices

Bicycles, Class 1 (pedal-assist ≤20 mph), Class 2 (throttle ≤20 mph), Class 3 
(pedal-assist ≤28 mph), motor-assisted scooters (< 24 mph), EPAMDs, powered 
micromobility devices, one-wheels, and e-unicycles meeting Oregon standards.

Noncompliant & Modified Devices

Modified high-speed devices, throttle-driven impostors, and devices exceeding 
class speed limits — prohibited on streets, sidewalks, paths, and public 
property.



Current E-bike & Micromobility Law – through Dec. 31, 2026

Class 1 E-Bike - Pedal-assist only 
Motor assistance up to 20mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

Class 2 E-Bike - Throttle-assisted 
Motor assistance up to 20mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

Class 3 E-Bike - Pedal-assist
Motor assistance up to 28mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

Motor-Assist. Scooter – Scooter style 
gas/electric device up to 24mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

EPAMD– Self-balancing device

Minimum Operator Age
14 years old

Sidewalk Use



E-bike & Micromobility Law – January 1, 2027 (HB 4007)

Class 2 E-Bike - Throttle-assisted 
Motor assistance up to 20mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

Class 3 E-Bike - Pedal-assist
Motor assistance up to 28mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

EPAMD– Self-balancing device

Minimum Operator Age
14 years old

Sidewalk Use

Powered Micromobility Device
Misc. devices up to 28mph

Minimum Operator Age
16 years old

Class 1 E-Bike - Pedal-assist only 
Motor assistance up to 20mph

Minimum Operator Age
14 years old

Motor-Assist. Scooter – Scooter style 
gas/electric device up to 20mph

Minimum Operator Age
14 years old



What Chapter 32
Amendments Do
Chapter 32 establishes a four-part framework to 
modernize Lake Oswego's micromobility code:
• Updating definitions
• Clarifying City Manager authority
• Extending impoundment provisions
• Setting operating standards in §32.10.810.

Impoundment Provisions

Extends bicycle-style impoundment authority to 
micromobility devices left, parked, or abandoned in 

prohibited, obstructive, or publicly dangerous locations —
including devices left on public property for more than 24 

hours or blocking pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

(Page 9 in Chapter 32 proposal)

Updated Definitions

Adds and clarifies definitions for Class 1, 2, and 3 e-bikes, 
motor-assisted scooters, EPAMDs, powered micromobility
devices, and noncompliant/impostor devices — ensuring 
the code reflects the current device landscape and aligns 
with Oregon state law.

(Pages 1 - 4 in Chapter 32 proposal)

City Manager Authority

Aligns City Manager authority to regulate bicycles, e-
bikes, motor-assisted scooters, and micromobility devices 
on sidewalks, bicycle lanes, paths, shared-use trails, 
parks, public plazas, and other City property through 
posted signage and administrative rules.

(Page 5 in Chapter 32 proposal)



Where Devices Are
And Are Not Permitted
Operation of e-bikes and micromobility devices must comply 
with all applicable duties under §32.10.810 and §32.04.023, 
including any posted restrictions, traffic control devices, trail 
designations, and rules established by the City Manager. 

Traffic Controls & Trail Designations

All riders must obey traffic control devices and designated trail use 
classifications. Where a trail or path is posted for non-motorized use 
only, e-bikes and powered devices are prohibited regardless of class. 
Use is permitted where not restricted — but riders remain subject to 
all operating standards under §32.10.810 at all times.

(Pages 6 - 8 in Chapter 32 proposal)

Sidewalk, Path, & Trail Duties

Riders must yield to pedestrians, give audible signal before passing, 
and maintain reasonable control at all times. Posted restrictions on 
sidewalks, shared-use paths, bicycle lanes, and trails must be 
observed. City Manager may restrict or regulate use by signage or 
administrative rule on any City property or public right-of-way.

(Pages 6 - 8 in Chapter 32 proposal)



Unsafe Operation &
Noncompliant Devices
Proposed §32.10.810 establishes clear operating standards for 
all e-bikes and micromobility devices in Lake Oswego. 

Unsafe operation & permitting the unsafe or unlawful 
operation of these devices can result in citation. 

Noncompliant or modified devices face operating prohibition 
on all public streets, paths, sidewalks, trails, parks, and public 
property.

Noncompliant Devices

Noncompliant and modified devices are prohibited from operating on 
streets, sidewalks, paths, trails, parks, public right-of-way, and all public 
property. Devices that exceed class specifications or have been modified 
to bypass speed or power limits are subject to citation and operating 
prohibition. 

(Page 8 in Chapter 32 proposal)

Sidewalk, Path, & Trail Duties

Operators must exercise due care and maintain proper lookout at 
all times. Reasonable control of the device is required. Safe lane 
and position changes must not endanger other users. Following too 
closely is prohibited. Speed must be reasonable for conditions; 
accounting for traffic, weather, visibility, and path users nearby.

(Pages 7 - 8 in Chapter 32 proposal)



Enforcement,
Remedies & 
Juvenile Approach
The City's enforcement framework will work to balance 
education, accountability, and proportional remedies. 
Juvenile jurisdiction and diversion options are being 
coordinated with the Municipal Judge to ensure age-
appropriate responses.

Enforcement

Education and warnings are used where 
appropriate. 

Citations apply for: unsafe or unlawful 
operation; posted-restriction violations; 
noncompliant device operation; and 
permitting unsafe or unlawful operation 
by another. 

Impoundment is authorized only where 
Chapter 32 permits — such as a device 
left over 24 hours on public property, or 
parked/operated in a way that obstructs 
traffic or endangers the public. Unsafe 
operation alone does not trigger 
automatic impoundment.

(Pages 6 - 8; Page 9 in Chapter 32 proposal)

Juvenile Approach

Juvenile enforcement options, including 
jurisdiction, education programs, and 
diversion pathways are still being 
coordinated with the Municipal Judge. 

The goal is age-appropriate 
accountability that prioritizes education 
and behavior change over punitive 
measures, while maintaining clear 
consequences for repeated or 
dangerous violations.



Community Engagement &
Council Feedback
A practical framework designed to be evaluated and refined. 
Outreach coming soon with school district, neighborhood 
associations, community groups, local press, social media, and 
public-facing guides. 

Council Feedback Requested

Are safety concerns adequately addressed? Are definitions and use 
restrictions clear and enforceable? Are impoundment and remedies 
appropriately framed? What direction on community engagement 
before adoption? 

This is a practical, adaptable framework and Council input can help 
shape final form.

Engagement Plan & Public Outreach

Outreach targets school district, neighborhood associations, and 
community groups. Public-facing guides will explain device classes, 
age requirements, helmet rules, and where devices may operate. 
Officer education coordinated before adoption. Press and social 
media communications planned.



Questions & Comments


	Slide Number 1
	Why We Are Here
	Benefits of �E-Micromobility 
	The Policy Challenge
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Current E-bike & Micromobility Law – through Dec. 31, 2026
	E-bike & Micromobility Law – January 1, 2027 (HB 4007)
	What Chapter 32�Amendments Do
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Questions & Comments

