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Lake Oswego Police Department Conducts Underage Alcohol Sale Operation 
Compliance Rate of 89.2%  

 
LAKE OSWEGO – Underage drinking is a national public health and safety issue. To help minimize alcohol 
related incidents involving minors, the Lake Oswego Police Department and Oregon Liquor Control 
Commission work cooperatively to ensure local businesses licensed to sell alcohol are abiding by laws 
prohibiting the sale of alcoholic beverages to minors.  
 
Last Wednesday evening, August 4, 2011, LOPD officers and OLCC agents utilized underage decoys and 
visited thirty-seven licensed premises within Lake Oswego attempting to purchase alcohol. The results 
produced a high compliance rate of 89.2 percent from the businesses visited in our community. These 
numbers clearly show that our local businesses which sell alcohol are very much responsible and attentive 
to this important issue. The efforts of our local businesses should certainly be applauded as the 2010 
statewide compliance rate in Oregon was 80 percent.  
 
During these 37 contacts, underage decoys were only able to purchase successfully purchase four times.  
During three of the four sales, the decoys were not asked for identification. During the fourth sale alcohol 
was sold to a person presenting identification which showed the person was younger than 21 years old.   
 
Businesses are required to request identification from purchasers of alcohol if the purchaser appears to be 
younger than 26 years old. Businesses can be held accountable if they distribute, sell or otherwise make 
alcoholic beverages available to a person who is not 21 years old. Failing to assure the proper age of the 
purchaser may result in the issuance of a citation for violating Oregon Revised Statute 471.410 – Furnishing 
Alcohol to a Minor. Furnishing Alcohol to a Minor is a Class A Misdemeanor punishable by a maximum 
sentence of one year in jail and monetary fines.  
 
According to the U.S. Surgeon General, alcohol is the drug of choice among America’s adolescents, used by 
more young people than tobacco or illicit drugs. Underage alcohol consumption in the United States is a 
widespread and persistent public health and safety problem that creates serious personal, social, and 
economic consequences for adolescents, their families, communities, and the Nation as a whole.  
 
For additional information about this underage alcohol sale operation, please contact Lt. Darryl Wrisley at 
503-635-0250.  
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