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LAKE OSWEGO CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZES SCHEDULE FOR LAKE 
INTERCEPTOR SEWER REPLACEMENT 

 
LAKE OSWEGO – The Lake Oswego City Council approved Resolution 07-09 on February 6, 
2007, authorizing the Mayor to sign a Mutual Agreement and Order (MAO) with the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).  The MAO cements the City’s commitment to 
end  the occasional overflows of untreated wastewater that have occurred during significant 
rain storms by replacing the City’s wastewater interceptor system, currently located within the 
bays, canals and Oswego Lake.  Highlights of the MAO include: 
 

• Establishing a schedule of dates by which certain engineering, planning, easement 
acquisition and financing milestones will be reached,  

• Agreeing to quarterly progress reports on achieving the milestone dates, 
• Agreeing upon a financial penalty settling all past overflows in an amount not to exceed 

$54,000, which can be reduced by up to 80% upon approval of a proposed Supplemental 
Environmental Project, and,  

• Agreeing to the creation and implementation of an overflow response plan to be used 
until the interceptor system is replaced.  The overflow response plan will be provided 
to DEQ by February 22, 2007 and will detail steps that will be taken by the City to 
mitigate overflow events and notify the public when events occur. 

 
The MAO concludes a period of negotiations with DEQ following intermittent discharges of 
sewage from manholes within the Lake interceptor sewer system over the past two decades.  
The City has been studying a variety of solutions to the capacity and seismic deficiencies that 
exist in the existing interceptor sewer line over the past six years.  Two solutions remain under 
consideration: a gravity-flow, in-lake interceptor replacement system and an around-the-lake 
pumped interceptor system.  The MAO provides that the City Council will select either the in-
lake option or the around-the-lake option by August 7, 2007.   
 
Councilor Donna Jordan stated that the MAO “represented a major step forward for the City 
in addressing this sewer infrastructure issue.  It should signal to DEQ and Lake Oswego citizens 
that water quality problems will be solved.”   
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