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COUNCIL ACKNOWLEDGES BEQUEST OF OVER $2.5 MILLION  

 
LAKE OSWEGO – At the Lake Oswego City Council meeting this evening, Councilors are 
recognizing a historic contribution benefiting two popular community institutions. 
 
When resident Ellouise Minter passed away last month, she left behind a trust worth over $2.5 
million to be split evenly between endowment funds for the Lake Oswego Public Library and 
Adult Community Center. It was the largest such contributions that either organization had 
ever received. 
 
Ellouise Mintner was the sole surviving trustee of the Eugene and Ellouise Minter Living Trust 
and had not publicly discussed plans for the estate. The gift came as a surprise when a bank 
official called to notify staff of the news. “At first, I couldn’t believe it,” said Library Volunteer 
Coordinator Cyndie Glazer. “That was the most amazing phone call I’ve ever received.”  
 
Eugene and Ellouise moved to Lake Oswego from Santa Cruz, California, in 1989. Eugene's 
career involved productions on stage and on television. He had managed a television station and 
theater, produced commercials, and taught drama before he passed away in 1994.  
 
Ellouise was a writer, teacher, and volunteer. She was also an avid library user who loved to 
read and shared that love with others, even organizing a local class called “reading to share.” 
She served on the board of the Friends of the Library and volunteered at the Adult Community 
Center. She was a frequent visitor to both until she passed away on May 3 at the age of 98. 
 
The market value of the estate includes stock holdings of approximately $2,530,530 and 
personal property. The City will place the funds in interest-earning foundation accounts. The 
principal may be used for capital expenditures. Interest income can be used to enhance 
services, materials, equipment, or facilities. The City Council approves use of the funds. 
 
In addition to the inherent community benefits resultant from such contributions, the City 
qualifies as a charitable organization, making most donations tax deductible. Donating stock and 
other appreciated property can help reduce the tax burden on capital gains. After someone 
passes away, donations can also reduce or eliminate estate and gift taxes. 
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