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City Collaborates with Portland General Electric to Install Avian Platform 
 
LAKE OSWEGO – Over the past few weeks, a young pair of osprey has unsuccessfully tried to build a nest on 
one of the light poles above the George Rogers Park sports field – one of the highest and most prominent 
points in the landscape. While this may seem like an odd place to build a nest, osprey are tolerant of 
human activities and will build nests on almost any suitable structure close to water with an abundant 
supply of fish. In observing the osprey activity, the City’s Parks Maintenance Department, contacted 
Portland General Electric (PGE) and the Audubon Society for direction on how to protect the osprey and 
provide a safe place for them to nest, roost and perch. As a result, on Thursday, April 21, PGE, through its 
Avian Protection Program, installed a safe nesting platform at this location.  
 
PGE’s Avian Protection Program helps birds avoid electrocutions and collisions with electric utility power 
lines and equipment. PGE worked with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other habitat area managers, 
including the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, to develop the program. Osprey nesting platforms 
are just one of the valuable tools used to reduce electrocution risk for nesting birds and improving 
electrical system reliability. 
 
The osprey, often mistakenly called the fish hawk or fish eagle, was first documented in Oregon in 1855. 
Historically, ospreys were reported as numerous, nesting in forested areas near water because they favored 
dead trees or trees with flat or dead tops. Ospreys drastically declined in abundance through the mid-
1970’s as a side effect of pesticide use, but they have recovered and become a common nesting species 
along the lower Columbia and Willamette Rivers. Ospreys recently have adapted to primarily depend on 
power poles, cellular towers, channel markers, and similar structures for nesting sites. Osprey are protected 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, but are not endangered or threatened under U.S. Endangered 
Species Act 
 
The City will continue to monitor the osprey situation at George Rogers Park and hopes that the osprey will 
find the platform a suitable nesting location. An average-sized nest can weigh 264 pounds and measure 41 
inches in diameter. 
   
For more information about PGE’s Avian Protection Program, please contact Andy Bidwell, Portland 
General Electric Wildlife Biologist, at 503-464-8526. 
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PGE installing Avian Platform above sports field at George Rogers Park - April 21, 2011 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Nesting platform and perch above sports field at George Rogers Park - April 21, 2011 
 


