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From: borgford@ix.netcom.com [mailto:borgford@ix.netcom.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 30, 2010 4:59 PM 
To: COUNCIL 
Cc: Olson, Mary; Hoffman, Jack; btierny@ci.oswego.or.us 
Subject: Written Testimony re: Lake Grove Overlay Proposal (tonight's agenda) 
 

 Good evening: 

We cannot attend tonight, but would like to let you know our thoughts on LU10-0040 

1.  We would like to ask that the council follow the Planning Commission's recommendations on this LG Overlay Plan. 

2.  The Planning Commission supports only two out of the seven (please see page 20 of your packet). 

3.  We have attended the LG Neighborhood meetings on this.  There never was a survey sent out in the last year, 
and the neighborhood really never "voted" on these provisions.  We are therefore encouraged that the Planning 
Commission saw through the problems in the proposal. 

4.  An overlay is always problematic.  We need to have rules and appeal channels in this city that are consistent 
between neighborhoods and that allow appeals when rules do not make sense for a particular use or lot.   

5.  Laura Weigel, the City Planner on this project, told us informally at the LG Neighborhood meeting (when asked the 
specific question) , that she had spent about 50% of her time the last few years on Glenmorrie and Lake Grove, (with 
this LU-0040 being the culmination of her working with these two neighborhoods). 

Think about it, please Council.  That is .5FTE for a city employee.  What time the City has spent in leading to this 
point for Lake Grove "Overlay" has therefore cost something more than $30,000 (my estimate) for research, 
powerpoints, meetings, graphics, etc. etc.   

We hope you approve only those two provisions. 

Thank you, 

Robert and Sharon Borgford 

15930 Twin Fir Road 

Lake Oswego OR 97035 

503-703-0825 
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Matthew C. Kosanke 
3129 Douglas Circle 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
 
 
January 25th, 2011 
 
 
Lake Oswego City Council 
380 A Avenue, 3rd Floor 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
 
 
Dear City Council members:  
 
I am writing this letter in support of the proposed Lake Grove overlay.  By way of background, I have 
been a resident of Lake Grove for the past four years and am a current member of the LGNA board.  I 
grew up in the Pacific Northwest and attended Oregon State University.  My wife, daughter and I reside 
on Douglas Circle.  With that as a backdrop, there are a few brief points I hope you consider when 
making your final decision regarding the overlay proposal.   
 
The first point is simply that this proposal is very, very modest.  The original list of 17 plan elements has, 
over time, been whittled down to two simple recommendations that were deemed the most important to 
Lake Grove residents.  As I walked through the neighborhood this past weekend, I found very few homes 
that appeared as though they would not meet these two unobtrusive guidelines.  As such, the 
implementation of these requirements could hardly be construed as restrictive – they simply would exist 
to help ensure that the character and charm of our neighborhood is retained going forward.   
 
It is also important to note that a tremendous amount of time, effort and careful thought has been put into 
the recommendations before you.  As you are no doubt aware, this process has literally been going on for 
years now, and the proposal you are being asked to consider is truly based on a consensus amongst 
community residents.  It is hardly debatable that when there is excessive hardscape and/or minimal 
spacing between the homes within a community, the aesthetic and feel of the entire neighborhood can 
suffer as a result.  Lake Grove is certainly not immune from this risk, and it is important to put measures 
in place that will serve to help preserve the integrity and livability of our neighborhood.   
 
Lastly, I would like to mention that even in the four brief years my family has resided in Lake Grove that 
there has been a lot of change – and not all of this change has been for the better.  Every year throughout 
Lake Oswego, and in particular within Lake Grove, the homes seem to grow larger while the average lot 
size decreases, resulting in fewer mature trees, less vegetation and green space, etc.  While the overlay 
recommendation does not address every issue threatening the character of our neighborhood, it is a solid 
(and necessary) step in the right direction.   
 
With any proposal of this nature it is typically impossible to completely satisfy the interests of every 
stakeholder, and this proposal is unlikely to be an exception to this generalization.  As is often the case 
when even the most modest amount of change is proposed, there is likely to be opposition from a small, 
but perhaps vocal, minority of the community.  As you hear testimony and read letters both supporting 
and opposing the overlay, my only request is that you ask yourself the following question:  are the 
motivations of the presenter based on self-interest, or the betterment of the community as a whole?   
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The Lake Grove neighborhood possesses a peaceful and charming character that is quite unique, even 
within Lake Oswego.  With its groves of mature trees and abundant plant life, Lake Grove homeowners 
are able to enjoy living in an environment that typically would be reserved for neighborhoods with much 
larger lot sizes and/or comprehensive CC&Rs.  I hope you decide to approve the overlay proposal before 
you, which will help ensure that our neighborhood is able to retain its unique qualities for many years to 
come.   
 
With regards,  
 
 
 
 
Matthew C. Kosanke 
 
 
 
 



 
 
January 29, 2011 
 
 
 
Re: LU-10-0040 Lake Grove Overlay 
 
 
Dear Mayor Hoffman and Councilors Gudman, Jordan, Kehoe, Moncrieff, Olson, and Tierney, 
 
I am writing in support of the two positions that the Lake Grove Neighborhood Association is 
bringing forward as our code overlay supporting the principals of our 1998 Neighborhood Plan. 
 
The positions being presented for your approval are: 
  
 Changing R-7.5 side yard setbacks to 10 feet from 5 feet 
 Allowing no more than 50% hardscape on a lot 
 
We are attempting to resolve several problems with these two positions: 
 

 Reduction in surface water runoff problems for households 
 Control watershed runoff into Springbrook Creek (the stream’s silt has long the bane of 

the Lake Corp.) 
 Help preserve the character of the neighborhood, large treed lots with secluded  homes 
 Support privacy and quality of life (a good neighbor is one you neither see, hear nor 

smell) 
 
Each of the above issues is present in our 1998 Plan. Increasing setbacks and keeping hardscape 
at 50% is a very a modest solution – not at all restrictive.  It is very difficult to be fair to all 
concerned stakeholders, however we feel these two changes are not limiting growth and will 
support our Plan goals. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Zeller 
3335 Sabina Ct. 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: borgford@ix.netcom.com [mailto:borgford@ix.netcom.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:42 PM 
To: COUNCIL; Christie, Robyn 
Subject: Lake Grove Overlay; please consider voting "no" 
 
To the Lake Oswego City Council; 
 
We had hoped to be at the Council meeting tonight to comment, but have a conflict in schedule. 
 
Would you please take the e-mail below as our public comment? 
 
Thank you, 
 
Robert and Sharon Borgford 
-----Forwarded Message----- 
From: borgford@ix.netcom.com 
Sent: Jan 27, 2011 10:05 PM 
To: mkehoe@ci.oswego.or.us 
Subject: Fw: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/calendar/CouncilMtgs/documents/020111packet2.pdf 
 
 
-----Forwarded Message----- 
From: borgford@ix.netcom.com 
Sent: Jan 27, 2011 9:59 PM 
To: Bill Tierney <btierney@ci.oswego.or.us>, Mary Olson <maolson@ci.oswego.or.us>, 
bkehoe@ci.oswego.or.us, jgudman@ci.oswego.or.us, Donna Jordan 
djordan@ci.oswego.or.us>, Jack Hoffman <mayor@ci.oswego.or.us> 
Subject: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/calendar/CouncilMtgs/documents/020111packet2.pdf 
 
Good evening; 
 
In the packet referenced above, you will see the memorandum from Laura Weigel to the 
Council.  We are surprised at the wording of the beginning of the memo: 
 
 
"ACTION 
Hold a hearing and tentatively approve LU-10-0040 and one of two recommended versions of 
Ordinance 2558, which are code changes to implement the Lake Grove Neighborhood Plan by 
establishing the Lake Grove Overlay District." 
 
The wording seems to be an order to Council; there is no "Action Requested" lead-in, the 
wording is as if the Planning Department pretty well insists on this passing.  This is also 
reflected in the Agenda: "Motion:  Move to tentatively approve LU 10‐0040 and direct staff to 
return the final version of Ordinance 2558 including findings, conclusion and order on March 1, 
2011"  We thought that a motion was made only at the Council meeting, not ahead of time by 
employees. 
 
Further, the "one of two recommended versions" would more properly be described as 
"Alternatives and Fiscal Impact (pg 116) 1) or 2) describes what the planning department 
recommends, but there are actually 4 alternatives described." 
 
We would urge the Council to vote for 4) "Do not establish an Overlay District". 
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Please do review the lukewarm reception this Overlay proposal received from the Planning 
Commission, and the many letters it received against the proposal.  To their credit, the Planning 
Commission passed only two of seven proposals on, and it was clear that it was a mixed court.  
There was never a credible poll done.  The LGNA told me that it would cost too much to get the 
whole community to take an informal vote on this proposal. 
 
Although what is left is fairly innocuous, there is no reason to have an overlay.  Buildings over 
18' in height have to have 10' of sideyard setback anyway.  The hardscape issue?  Not enough 
to worry about, and not a reason to have one more ordinance that the Planning Department can 
work.  We have enough rules, and the expense of this endeavor (see our earlier e-mail included 
below) should come to a merciful end. 
 
Please vote for "4)", No Overlay in Lake Grove. "Keep it Simple" 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert and Sharon Borgford 
15930 Twin Fir Road 
Lake Oswego OR 97035 
503-699-0447 
 
-----Forwarded Message----- 
From: borgford@ix.netcom.com 
Sent: Nov 30, 2010 5:13 PM 
To: btierney@ci.oswego.or.us 
Subject: Fw: Written Testimony re: Lake Grove Overlay Proposal (tonight's agenda) 
 
 
 
-----Forwarded Message-----  
From: borgford@ix.netcom.com  
Sent: Nov 30, 2010 4:58 PM  
To: council@ci.oswego.or.us  
Cc: Olson Mary , mayor@ci.oswego.or.us, btierny@ci.oswego.or.us  
Subject: Written Testimony re: Lake Grove Overlay Proposal (tonight's agenda)  
 
 
Good evening: 
 
We cannot attend tonight, but would like to let you know our thoughts on LU10-0040 
 
1.  We would like to ask that the council follow the Planning Commission's recommendations on 
this LG Overlay Plan. 
 
2.  The Planning Commission supports only two out of the seven (please see page 20 of your 
packet). 
 
3.  We have attended the LG Neighborhood meetings on this.  There never was a survey sent 
out in the last year, and the neighborhood really never "voted" on these provisions.  We are 
therefore encouraged that the Planning Commission saw through the problems in the proposal. 
 
4.  An overlay is always problematic.  We need to have rules and appeal channels in this city 
that are consistent between neighborhoods and that allow appeals when rules do not make 
sense for a particular use or lot.   
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5.  Laura Weigel, the City Planner on this project, told us informally at the LG Neighborhood 
meeting (when asked the specific question) , that she had spent about 50% of her time the last 
few years on Glenmorrie and Lake Grove, (with this LU-0040 being the culmination of her 
working with these two neighborhoods). 
 
Think about it, please Council.  That is .5FTE for a city employee.  What time the City has spent 
in leading to this point for Lake Grove "Overlay" has therefore cost something more than 
$30,000 (my estimate) for research, powerpoints, meetings, graphics, etc. etc. 
 
We hope you approve only those two provisions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Robert and Sharon Borgford 
 
15930 Twin Fir Road 
 
Lake Oswego OR 97035 
 
503-703-0825 



 



From: Bonnie Gilchrist [mailto:bonnie@gilchristassoc.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 4:09 PM 
To: Christie, Robyn 
Subject: Written testimony in support of the Lake Grove Overlay Plan 
Importance: High 
 
I have lived at 15235 Boones Way in the Lake Grove neighborhood since 1981. 
During that time, I have watched much of why I moved here gradually being chipped away.  Many of 
the large, beautifully landscaped lots have been subdivided into lots for two or even three homes.  The 
plantings have been replaced by concrete driveways, large "outdoor rooms" and other forms of 
hardscape. Not only is this generally unattractive, but it also causes problems with runoff. Thinking 
about the total number of trees that have been removed breaks my heart. 
 
In an attempt to hopefully put an end to much of this, I would like to voice my support for bigger side 
yard setbacks and a 50% hardscape limitation. 
 
We can't take back what is gone, but maybe we can begin to hang on to what is left. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bonnie Gilchrist 
 
 
--  
Bonnie Gilchrist 
Gilchrist & Associates Marketing Communications, LLC 
15235 Boones Way 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
 
Tel:  503-635-5100 
Fax:  503-635-0825 
Cell: 503-516-6501 
 
www.gilchristassoc.com 
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From: Geri Carlson [mailto:carlsondgg@msn.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2011 2:07 PM 
To: Christie, Robyn 
Subject: Ordinance 2558, Lake Grove Overlay District (LU 10 - 0040) 
 
Dear City Council Members, 
  
My husband and I have been residents of the Lake Grove neighborhood for 21 years. We bought a flag 
lot on Lake Grove Avenue in 1989 and built our home on it. We have experienced infill on many different 
levels. We dealt with the City and the neighborhood association throughout our own building process, we 
have lived through and survived the building of five new houses that abut our property, and I have 
participated in many meetings regarding infill with the City of Lake Oswego and the Lake Grove 
Neighborhood Association. I was a member of the Lake Grove Neighborhood Association for ten years 
and was a part of the original team that developed the neighborhood plan in 1995. I am writing to 
urge you to implement the last two provisions of the Lake Grove Neighborhood Plan by: 1. Enforcing side 
yard setbacks, and 2. Enforcing a hardscape maximum 
on new construction in our neighborhood. These two provisions will have a very positive, long-term 
impact as they will keep our neighborhood sustainable by protecting our green spaces and by minimizing 
the negative impact of new construction on neighboring homes and the landscape.  
  
Getting to this point has been a long, frustrating, emotionally charged endeavor for myself, my husband, 
my friends and neighbors. Personally, my husband and I have seen our home's value decrease as many 
trees surrounding our home have been cut down (40 - on just one lot) two perfectly good houses next to 
ours were torn down to make room for a total of four new large homes, we lost privacy, we lost 
pets to coyotes as coyotes have increased in number as surrounding vegetation has been ripped out and 
their natural habitat has decreased. There has been an increase in noise, smells, and high wooden 
fences, and it's all just a part of what comes with living in a neighborhood that is "filling in" all of its 
remaining buildable space. We care deeply about the bioregion that is the Lake Grove neighborhood. 
Please implement and enforce the last two provisions in our plan. Help us preserve and protect the 
natural setting that makes this area such a special place to live.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
  
Geri Carlson 
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