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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Planning Commission Action Minutes 

June 11, 2018 

 1 
1. CALL TO ORDER 2 

Chair Heape called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 3 
A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. Oregon. 4 
 5 

2. ROLL CALL 6 

Members present were Chair Rob Heape, Vice Chair Bill Ward and Commissioners Skip 7 
Baker, Ed Brockman, Vickie Hansen, Christian Papé, and Nicholas Sweers. 8 
 9 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services; Evan Boone, 10 
Deputy City Attorney and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Assistant. 11 
 12 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 13 

Councilor Jackie Manz provided an update on recent Council actions. 14 
 15 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT 16 

None. 17 
 18 

5. MINUTES 19 

5.1 May 14, 2018 20 

Commissioner Baker moved to approve the minutes of May 14, 2018, as written.  21 
Commissioner Brockman seconded the motion and it passed 7:0. 22 
 23 

5.2 May 26, 2018 24 

Chair Heape moved to approve the minutes of May 26, 2018, as written.  Commissioner 25 
Sweers seconded the motion and it passed 4:0:3.  Vice Chair Ward and Commissioners 26 
Baker, Papé and Ward abstained. 27 
 28 

6. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT – GENERAL UPDATES 29 
6.1 General Updates 30 

An upcoming neighborhood association meeting and vacancies on various boards and 31 
committees were announced. 32 
 33 
Input/Action Items: 34 

• Mayor's meeting with Neighborhood Association Chairs is scheduled for Saturday, June 35 
21st. 36 

• Lake Oswego Neighborhood Action Coalition (LONAC) - Vice Chair Ward suggested that 37 
consideration be given to the possibility of the Planning Commission becoming a member, 38 
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and a representative attending the monthly LONAC meetings as an additional way of 1 
increasing awareness of neighborhood issues and concerns. 2 

• Nomination and election of Planning Commission Chair and Vice Chair to occur by the first 3 
meeting in July. 4 

 5 
6.2 Citizen Involvement Guidelines (PP 18-0005) 6 

The Commission provided initial input on a scope of work and plan for public outreach.  Staff 7 
coordinator was Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services. 8 
 9 
Input/Action Items: 10 

• Conduct on-line survey 11 
• Look at multiple/redundant ways of getting information out including providing inserts in 12 

City utility billing.  Staff to follow-up with Finance Department. 13 
• Provide Commission with map of City recognized neighborhood associations. 14 
• Staff to look at Chapter 20 of Municipal code to review any code requirements related to 15 

structure of agenda. 16 
• Add discussion of neighborhood association boundaries to the scope, focusing on large 17 

neighborhoods with internal boundaries or subareas lacking representation. 18 
• Neighborhood association tours - formalize what the purpose of tours, rules followed, 19 

document best practices. 20 
• Next retreat - review best practices related to deliberations. 21 
• Inventory meeting facilities available to neighborhood associations. 22 
• Reach out to neighborhood associations for ideas on what works when conducting 23 

elections and look at providing more detailed information in bylaws for guidance. 24 
• Consider article in Hello LO to inform citizens about the Commission for Citizen 25 

Involvement. 26 
 27 

Citizen Comment 28 

Dianne Cassidy, 3601 Wren Street, Lake Oswego, 97034, referred to handbook titled "Putting 29 
the People in Planning" on the State's website.  She noted that it explained in simple language 30 
for the general public the planning process, steps involved for state land use guidelines, 31 
procedures and what their role was in citizen involvement; she commented that was a good 32 
introduction to the land use process.  She referred to the "D Avenue" project and expressed 33 
concern that because it was an engineering project it did not go through a process with citizen 34 
involvement; she noted that the project was originally estimated at $900,000 and had since 35 
ballooned to $6.4 million.  She opined that if citizens would have been involved from the start 36 
the project may have not gone over-budget.  She indicated that other projects in the city were 37 
not getting done because of funds being diverted to the "D Avenue" project.  Another area of 38 
concern was that the Planning Department seemed to have a different agenda resulting in the 39 
neighborhood being on one course and the city planning on another.  She commented that the 40 
city had too many codes making it difficult for citizens to manage, to follow and to grasp what 41 
was going on. 42 
 43 
Jim Bolland, 804 Fifth Street, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that he was the co-chair of LONAC 44 
and that it had been around for 25 years.  He invited Mr. Siegel and members of the Planning 45 
Commission to attend a meeting and that they would open their agenda for an item they would 46 
like to discuss.  Regarding neighborhood association boundaries, he encouraged the 47 
Commission to look at the large size of Palisades and the difficulties they were having getting 48 
neighbors involved due to their size.  He commended the Commission on having 49 
neighborhood tours and for accepting public comments during work sessions.  He expressed  50 

  51 
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concern that the City Council did not accept public comments during study sessions and he 1 
pointed out that they often started deliberating and taking straw polls which further 2 
discouraged citizens from getting involved and attending hearings when decisions appeared to 3 
have already been made.  He asked that the Commission address this concern. 4 
 5 
Carole Ockert, 910 Cumberland Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that neighborhood 6 
associations were written into the process and that the more support they received the better 7 
able they were able to reach out to their neighbors.  She pointed out that neighborhoods had 8 
different needs from one area to the next.  She indicated that one of the biggest problems she 9 
was experiencing as a neighborhood chair was finding a place to hold a meeting.  She pointed 10 
out that the Library only allowed a meeting to be scheduled two weeks in advance, the Adult 11 
Community Center only allowed six meetings a year and churches typically charged for use of 12 
their facility.  She noted that her neighborhood held board meetings every month and she 13 
advised that the neighborhood had no funds.  She encouraged Commissioners to join a 14 
neighborhood representative at a pre-application meeting to see what the process was like; 15 
invite a neighborhood chair out for a beer, have an off-line conversation; or reach out to a 16 
neighborhood chair when working on a case to get input. 17 
 18 
Leah Puhlman, 13120 Thoma Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, she noted that in the last two 19 
weeks they had a 3-lot land division across from her house and she was never informed of the 20 
pre-app.  She indicated a meeting had been scheduled but the developer's representative 21 
forgot about the meeting and didn't show up; they rescheduled the meeting but many of the 22 
neighbors were unable to make it.  She stated that perfunctory minutes were produced and the 23 
application was submitted three days before the zoning changed.  She asked that more review 24 
time be given than the current 14 days.  She also expressed concern in how elections were 25 
held at a recent neighborhood meeting.  She indicated that finding out about meetings was 26 
difficult because the neighborhood association used NextDoor, she didn't receive an e-mail or 27 
anything in the mail. 28 
 29 

7. OTHER BUSINESS 30 

None. 31 
 32 

8. SCHEDULE REVIEW 33 

Mr. Siegel reviewed the schedule. 34 
 35 

9. ADJOURNMENT 36 

There being no other business Chair Heape adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 37 
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