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My name is Clara Watson, I am 13 years old, and I have lived in Lake Oswego, 

Oregon my whole life.  I care about Lake Oswego continuing to be a place that is 
inclusive to all, is safe, and cares about protecting nature. If I were mayor, the first thing 
I would do is talk to citizens to hear about what is important to them. In preparation for 
this essay, I spent some time talking to people in Lake Oswego and heard what they 
had to say about our city. 
 

One area where people wanted to see change in Lake Oswego was the library.  
They wanted it bigger and better. If I were mayor, I would work to build a new, bigger 
library.  This library would include separate childrens, tweens and teens sections 
(without the tween books kind of being mixed into the kids books), music practice rooms 
with soundproof walls, a cafe, local art on display, really comfy chairs, art space, and 
obviously books, LOTS more books!  
 

I also talked to some firefighters at the Lake Oswego Fire station.  I learned that 
they would really love a station dog.  This could be a therapy dog, or this could be a 
trained fire dog. If it were a therapy dog, it could help the firefighters when they are at 
the station after a hard day or when they are tired and would help keep their stress low. 
I would work with the fire chief to place a dog at each fire station in Lake Oswego. 
These fire dogs could also go to schools with the firefighters to help teach kids about 
fire safety. Kids would also learn the importance of being nice to animals and could read 
to the fire dog if it visited the library.   
 

Another important area I heard citizens talk about was about how much they 
cared about protecting the environment.  If I were mayor, I would work on making our 
city more bike friendly.  I would work with the transportation department to make bike 
paths, separate from roads, for local travel, like in Sunriver, Oregon. I would add bike 
parking and a park with miniature roads, stop signs, traffic lights and crosswalks, for 
kids to learn how to bike and all about bike safety in a safe environment before they go 
on real roads. It would be like a mini city for kids learning to ride a bike or scooter! This 
would also limit gas emissions from cars, trucks, and buses, because people would be 
biking more, which would help our environment.  

 
I believe focusing on our environment, arts, education, and inclusion through 

building a new big, amazing public library and supporting safety through fire station 



dogs and bike paths would make Lake Oswego an even better place to live. I’m not old 
enough to run for mayor of Lake Oswego, but I will continue to listen to citizens as I 
prepare to run for mayor when I am old enough.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


