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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Planning Commission Action Minutes 

November 14, 2018 

 1 
1. CALL TO ORDER 2 

Chair Heape called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 A 3 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 4 
 5 

2. ROLL CALL 6 
Members present were Chair Rob Heape, Vice Chair Bill Ward and Commissioners Skip Baker, 7 
Vickie Hansen, Christian Papé* and Nicholas Sweers.  Commissioner Ed Brockman was excused. 8 
 9 
*Commissioner Papé arrived at 7:15 p.m. 10 
 11 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services; Leslie Hamilton, Senior 12 
Planner; Bill Youngblood, Senior Code Enforcement Specialist; Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney 13 
and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Assistant. 14 
 15 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 16 
None. 17 
 18 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT 19 
None. 20 

 21 
5. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT – GENERAL UPDATES 22 

Chair Heape announced an upcoming neighborhood association meeting and current vacancies on 23 
boards and commissions. 24 
 25 

6. MINUTES 26 
6.1 October 8, 2018 27 

Commissioner Baker moved to approve the minutes of October 8, 2018 as amended.  28 
Commissioner Sweers seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 29 

 30 
6.2 October 15, 2018 31 

Vice Chair Ward moved to approve the minutes of October 15, 2018, as written.  Commissioner 32 
Baker seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 33 
 34 

6.3 October 22, 2018 35 
Commissioner Baker moved to approve the minutes of October 22, 2018, as amended.  Vice Chair 36 
Ward seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 37 
 38 

  39 
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7. WORK SESSIONS 1 
7.1 Short-Term Rentals – Work Session #4 (LU 18-0034) 2 

The Commission reviewed the Short-Term Rental (STR) survey results and research on other 3 
jurisdictions’ STR regulations, and provided direction to staff on drafting amendments.  Staff 4 
coordinator was Leslie Hamilton, Senior Planner. 5 
 6 

Comments from Citizen Survey Group 7 
Members of the Citizen Survey Group who assisted in developing the survey and reviewing the 8 
results prior to it being published - Helen Leek, Carole Ockert and Mark Rockwell provided the 9 
following comments: 10 
 11 

• If the home was the owner’s primary residence, rather than an investment property and 12 
whether they were on the property or not, they would be extremely careful about who they 13 
would allow in their own home. 14 

• That 1/3 of the people who responded potentially were protected or could be protected 15 
from City code because they lived within a Home Owners Association (HOA) or outside the 16 
city limits. 17 

• STRs were currently illegal and that the number of problems previously reported could 18 
change if they become legal and the number of STRs grew. 19 
 20 

Mr. Boone advised that this was a work session to assist the Commission in providing direction to 21 
staff in drafting text for proposed code amendments. 22 
 23 

Citizen Comments 24 
The Commission received comments from Amy Haroldson, Lisa Volpel, Karl Ockert, Dianne 25 
Cassidy, Jim Bolland, Jim Rise and Anthony Fisher. 26 
 27 
Comments noted by the Commission as requiring follow up in ordinance drafting included: 28 

• Concerns that STRs were here to stay whether they were banned or not, and regulating or 29 
enforcing was not possible. 30 

• STRs brought an economic value to local businesses that was not well understood. 31 
• The ban contributed to Lake Oswego’s reputation of being unwelcoming and unhospitable. 32 
• Concern about affordable housing being removed from available housing stock and houses 33 

being purchased to use as investment properties for STRs because more money could be 34 
made on a STR than a long term rental. 35 

• Concern that some impacts attributed to STRs, such as parking, may not be any different than 36 
those of longer term rentals. 37 

• Concern about converting property in a residential zone to a commercial use, and the resulting 38 
change to livability and quality of life in neighborhoods. 39 

• Need to address noise, have adequate parking, limit the number of guests, and have someone 40 
onsite (owner-occupied). 41 

• Concern about housing values dropping in areas adjacent to STRs. 42 
• View that STR survey was biased, leading and was not valid. 43 
• Lake Oswego was not a destination city and the cost of property would not lend itself to having 44 

onslaught of STRs.  The cost of a home in Lake Oswego was too expensive for hosts to cover 45 
all of their expenses and few owners would want to open up their homes. 46 

 47 
Action Items 48 
• In developing rules for STRs in residential areas be sure to also describe where transient 49 

lodging is already allowed in commercial zones. 50 
  51 
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• Code concepts for staff to provide additional information or draft text: 1 
o Require owner-occupancy or owner be adjacent to or near STR (5 agreed, 1 abstained). 2 
o On-site parking to be provided (4 agreed, 2 abstained); look at other jurisdictions. 3 
o Posting notice or contact information: staff to check with other jurisdictions and provide 4 

recommendation. 5 
Commissioner Sweers left the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 6 

o Prohibit commercial events/parties (consensus). 7 
o Limit the number of times STR can be rented per year (4 agreed, 1 no opinion). 8 
o Must be legal dwelling (consensus); staff to return with structure/building types. 9 
o STRs to follow home occupation standard – “does not alter residential character of the 10 

neighborhood or infringe upon the right of residents in the vicinity or peaceful enjoyment of 11 
neighborhood” (consensus). 12 

o Require signs (1 agreed, 4 against). 13 
o In favor of concept for a capacity standard similar to hotel rooms, to be defined 14 

(consensus). 15 
o Inspections for safety (consensus); covered in Building Code, Council may want to 16 

address.  Staff to follow-up with Fire Marshal to find out what they would look for at a bed 17 
and breakfast. 18 

o Sunset clause with triggers and length to be determined (4 agreed, 1 against). 19 
 20 

7.2 Citizen Involvement Guidelines – Work Session #2 (PP 18-0005) 21 
The Commission reviewed the public input received to date and provided direction regarding 22 
development of an online survey.  Staff coordinator was Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and 23 
Building Services. 24 
 25 

Citizen Comments 26 
Carole Ockert, speaking as the chair of the FAN-FH Neighborhood Association, offered 27 
suggestions relating to Citizen Involvement Guidelines for neighborhood associations (NAs) versus 28 
regulations; recognizing the value that NAs bring to the City; format of meetings, including seating 29 
and public comments at Planning Commission work sessions and City Council study sessions. 30 
 31 
Action Items 32 
• Staff to work with Chair Heape on survey. 33 
 34 
This work session was continued to November 26, 2018. 35 
 36 

8. OTHER BUSINESS 37 
None. 38 
 39 

9. SCHEDULE REVIEW 40 
There were no updates to report. 41 
 42 

10. ADJOURNMENT 43 
There being no other business Chair Heape adjourned the meeting at 10:35 p.m. 44 


